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FOREWORD 
Ge gS a a) 
(In the Name a Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) 

All praise be to Allah (SWT?) worthy of worship, the 
Lord of the Worlds, the Sustainers of the heavens and the 
earth, Who has guided us to His straight path and favored 
us with His perfect religion, Islam and His beloved 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW2), the Seal of His Prophets and 
Messengers. We exalt him and seek His help. None can 
misguide him whom Allah [SWT] guides and non can 
guide him whom Allah [SWT] misguides. I bear witness 
that there is no God except Allah [SWT], alone without 
any partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad (SAW) is 
His Slave and His Messenger. I believe that the best 
speech is the Book of Allah [SWT] and the best course is of 
the course of Muhammad (SAW) and the worst things are 


acts of shirk and bid’ah (religious innovations) and every 
innovation is an error and a fragment of the imagination. 

There is nothing more lasting and truthful than the 
words of Allah [SWT] in His Book, the Quran which 
confirms, meaning: Indeed in their stories, there is a 
lesson for men of understanding. ..... (Quran 12:111) 

This Book is evidenced based from authentic sources 
of the Quran and Sunah of the Prophet (SAW) and the 
work of some Muslim scholars. Accordingly, the primary 
sources used are: Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Kutub Sitta (six 
books of Sunah), namely: (i) Sahih Bukhari; (ii) Sahih 
Muslim; (iii) Sunan Abu Dawud; (iv) Jami AtTirmidhi; (v) 
Sunan Nas’i and (vi) Sunan Ibn Majah. 

This book consists of twenty-two (22) Chapters. 
Chapter 1 consists of Story of Adam and Hawwaha (EVE). 
Chapter 2 consists of Story of Cain (Habil) and Abel 
(Qabil). Chapter 3 consists of Story of The Ark of Nuh 


(NOAH). Chapter 4 consists of Story of The People of 
Thamud and She Camel. Chapter 5 consists of Some 
Stories During The Life of Prophet Ibrahim and includes: 
Story Of How Ibrahim (As) Found Allah [SWT]; Story Of 
Ibrahim (As) Destroying Idols; Story Of Thrown Throwing, 
In The Fire Which Turned Cool; Story Of Ibrahim’s 
Debates The Babylonian King, Nimrud; Story Of Ibrahim 
(AS) Leaving His Son Ismail And Hagar At The Desert Of 
Makah; Story Of Zama; Story Of Ismail’s Sacrifice; 
Building Of Kasbah; Story Of Performing Hajj; and Story 
Of The Destruction of Propel of Prophet Lot (AS) At 
Sodom. 
1 Subhana—Wa- Tallah [SWT] ? Salla-Aalla -Wassalam 
(SAW) 

Chapter 6 consists of Story of Yusuf (AS) And 
Zulaykha (Aziz's Wife). Chapter 7 consists of Story of 
Luqman: The Wise Man. Chapter 8 consists of Story of 


DhulQarnayn: The Powerful Man. Chapter 9 consists of 
Story of Prophet Musa (AS) And Al-Khidr. Chapter 10 
consists of Story of Prophet Musa’s Encounter with Fir 
‘awn. Chapter 11 consists of Story of Parting of Sea and the 
Drowning of Fir ‘awn And His Men. Chapter 12 consists of 
Prophet Musa (AS) And the Rich Man (Qurun). Chapter 13 
consists of Story of Calf-Worship by the Children of Israel. 
Chapter 14 consists of The Story of The Saturday People 
(The Sabbath Breakers). Chapter 15 consists of Story of 
The Real Flying Carpet at Service of Prophet Suleiman 
(AS). Chapter 16 Consists of Story Of Prophet Suleiman 
(AS) And The Valley of The Ants. Chapter 17 Consists of 
Story of Rebuilding of Bayt Al-Maqdis. Chapter 18 
Consists of Story of Prophet Suleiman (AS) And Bilqis 
(The Queen of Sheba). Chapter 19 Consists of Story Of The 
People Of Saba (Sheba). Chapter 20 Consists of Story of 
Harut And Marut And The Start of The Black Magic. 


Chapter 21 Consists of Story of The Birth of Prophet Isa 
(AS), Chapter 22 Consists of Story Of Jews Plot To Kill Isa 
(AS), But He Was Ascended To Heaven, Awaiting Second 
Coming. The Book is supported with Bibliography. 

I acknowledge my sincere thanks and gratitude to Ibn 
Kathir and all those who have contributed in the great 
work of producing Tafsir Ibn Kathir in English-Arabic 
Edition, which I have used as a principal source. May 
Allah grant mercy upon Ibn Kathir and make him among 
the residents of His Paradise. I request the readers to 
make Du’a for my real success in the life hereafter! 

Finally, with full sincerity and devotion I ask Allah 
[SWT] for His forgiveness for any mistakes and 
shortcoming in this work and in general. O Allah accept 
this work from me as work done solely for your sake. 
Praised be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds! 

Dr Wazir Ali Khan, BSc, PhD, LLM, FCInstCES, 


Chapter 1 
STORY OF ADAM AND 
HAWWAHA (EVE) 


Islam provides us with detail of the creation of Adam. 
Allah [SWT] says as in Surah al-Baqrah, the Quran 
confirms: 
Ladd A ed OTT IG ON 8 oe JK LD IS Hp 
goii o ot J UG ol Liat ay Sy a Ga 








(And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: "Verily, I am going 
to place (mankind) generations after generations on earth." They said: "Will You 
piace therein those who wil make mischief therein and shed blood, - while we 
glorify You with praises and thanks and sanctify You." He (Allah) said: "I know 
that which you do not know.") (Quran 2:30) 


The statement the angels uttered was not a form of 
disputing neither with Allah’s, nor out of envy for the 
Children of Adam, as some mistakenly thought. Allah 











[SWT] has described them as those who do not precede 
Him in speaking, meaning that they do not ask Allah 
anything without His permission. When Allah [SWT]. 
Informed them that He was going to create a creation on 
the earth, and they had knowledge that this creation 
would commit mischief on it. This is only a question for 
the sake of learning about the wisdom of that, as if they 
said, Our Lord! What is the wisdom of creating such 
creatures since they will cause trouble in the earth and 
spill blood "If the wisdom behind this action is that you be 
worshipped, we praise and glorify you (meaning we pray 
to you) we never indulge in mischief, so why create other 
creatures”. 

Tbn Kathir rxplains that Allah [SWT] said to the 
angels in answer to their inquiry: (I know that which you 
do not know) meaning, "I know that the benefit of creating 
this type of creature outweighs the harm that you 


mentioned, that which you have no knowledge of. I will 
create among them Prophets and send Messengers. I will 
also create among them truthful, martyrs, righteous 
believers, worshippers, the modest, the pious, the scholars 
who implement their knowledge, humble people and those 
who love Allah and follow His Messengers.” 

Allah [SWT] then made Adam’s progeny from a 
quintessence of fluid. Allah [SWT] Himself explained all 
processes in the following verses of the Quran: 

A'isha reported that Allah's Messenger (SAW) said: 
(The Angels were born out of light and the Jinns were 
born out of the spark of fire and Adam was born as he has 
been defined (in the Qur'an) for you (i. e. he is fashioned 
out of clay).”) (Sahih Muslim: Book 042, Number 713). 
After creating Adam, Allah [SWT] said to the angels to 
prostrate before Adam as Quran confirms: 





Sp Sy Eat A al YU sy Tt Se a Sp 
gä 


(And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate yourselves 
before Adam.” And they prostrated except Iblis (Shaytan), he refused and was 
proud and was one of the disbelievers (disobedient to Allah).)(Quran 2:34) 

When Allah commanded the angels to prostrate 
before Adam, Iblis was included in this command. 
Although Iblis was not an angel, he was trying - and 
pretending - to imitate the angels’ behaviour and deeds, 
and this is why he was also included in the command to 
the angels to prostrate before Adam. Refer to Allah's 
statement: 
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(Except Iblis (Satan). He was one of the Jinn; he disobeyed the command 
of his Lord.) (18:50) 


Iblis had disbelief, arrogance, and rebellion nature, all 
of which caused him to be expelled from the holy presence 
of Allah [SWT], and His mercy. After Iblis refusal of 











prostrating to Adam, Allah [SWT] asked Iblis: why did he 
disobey Him? The Quran describes the story in the 
following Ayat of the Quran: 

Allah [SWT] then taught Adam all the names and 
asked to the angels the name of those things he taught to 
Adam, which they could not tell bur Adam told the as 
Quran confirms: 
eV LL gel I SL oe se Sls LLY pin ley 

= aSo pail of oh te wy Wl Ve Ti - Ga pis 
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(And He taught Adam all the names (of everything), then He showed 
them to the angels and said, “Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful.") 
(32. They (angels) said: "Glory 5 to You, we have no knowledge except what 
you have taught us. Verily, You are the Knower, the Wise.") (33. He said: "O 
Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he had informed them of their 
names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the 
heavens and the earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been 








concealing") (Quran 2:31) 





Allah [SWT] stated the virtue of Adam above the 
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(32. They (angels) said: "Glory 5 to You, we have no knowledge except what 
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Adam! Inform them of their names," and when he had informed them of their 
names, He said: "Did I not tell you that I know the Ghayb (unseen) in the 
heavens and the earth, and I know what you reveal and what you have been 








concealing") (Quran 2:31) 





Allah [SWT] stated the virtue of Adam above the 


angels, because He taught Adam, rather than them, the 
names of everything. This occurred after they prostrated 
to him. This discussion precedes that event here, only to 
show the importance of his position, and the absence of 
the angels’ knowledge about creating the Khalifah when 
they asked about it. So Allah informed the angels that He 
knows what they do not know, and then He mentioned 
this to show them Adam's superiority over them in 
knowledge. 

In his Sahih, Al-Bukhari explained this Ayah in the 
Book of Tafsir with a report from Anas bin Malik who said 
that the Messenger of Allah said: (The believers will gather 
on the Day of Resurrection and will say: ‘We should seek 
a means of intercession with our Lord’ They will go to 
Adam and say, `O Adam! You are the father of all 
mankind; Allah created you with His Own Hand, ordered 
the angels to prostrate for you and taught you the names 


of everything. Will you not intercede for us with your 
Lord, so that he relieve us from this gathering place’. On 
that Adam will reply, `I cannot do what you have asked’. 
He will have remembered his error and will be 
embarrassed, saying, “Go to Nuh, for he is the first of 
Allah's Messengers whom Allah sent to the people of the 
earth.’ They will go to Nuh and ask him. He will say, `I 
cannot do what you have asked.’ He will recall asking 
Allah what he was not to know, and will also be 
embarrassed. He will say, ‘Go to Khalil Ar-Rahman.' They 
will go to Ibrahim and he will also say, `I cannot do what 
you have asked.’ He will say, ‘Go to Musa, a servant to 
whom Allah spoke directly and gave the Tawrah.' Musa 
will say, `I cannot do what you have asked.’ He will 
remember that he killed a person without justification and 
will be embarrassed before his Lord. He will say, “Go to 
“Isa, Allah's servant and Messenger and His Word and a 


spirit of His.’ They will go to “Isa and he will say, `I will 
not do what you asked. Go to Muhammad, a servant 
whose previous and latter errors were forgiven.’ They will 
come to me, and I will go to Allah and seek His permission 
and He will give me His permission. When I gaze at my 
Lord, I will prostrate myself and Allah will allow me to 
remain like that as much as He will. Then I will be 
addressed, `O Muhammad! Raise your head; ask, for you 
will be given what you ask, and intercede, for your 
intercession will be accepted.’ I will raise my head and 
thank and praise Allah with such praise as He will inspire 
me. I will intercede and He will grant me a quantity of 
people that He will admit into Paradise. I will go back to 
Him, and when I see my Lord, I will intercede and He will 
allow me a quantity that He will admit into Paradise. I will 
do that for a third and then a fourth time. I will say, 
“There are no more people left in Hell except those whom 


the Qur'an has incarcerated and have thus acquired 
eternity in Hell.') This Hadith was collected by Muslim, 
An-Nasa'i and Ibn Majah.3 

After Adam told the names to angels, Adam fell 
asleep, as the People of the Book and other scholars such 
as Ibn “Abbas have stated, Allah took one of Adam's left 
ribs and made flesh grow in its place, while Adam was 
asleep and unaware. Allah then created Adam's wife, 
Hawwa'’, from his rib and made her a woman, so that she 
could be a comfort for him. When Adam woke up and saw 
Hawwa' next to him, it was claimed, he said, “My flesh and 
blood, my wife.’ Hence, Adam reclined with Hawwa’. 
When Allah [SWT] married Adam to Hawwa' and gave 
him comfort, Allah [SWT] said to him directly, as the 
Quran confirms: 








("O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in the Paradise and eat both of you 
freely with pleasure and delight, of things therein wherever you will, but come 
not near this tree or you both will be of the Zalimin (wrongdoers).”).” (36. Then 
oe. shoves! made then sip tharaftom (she Papediee). and got wen pilk Nomi 


‘that in which they we We said: "Get you down, all, with enmity between 
Yyoursevves. On earth il be a weling pace for you and an enjoyment for © 
time.") (Quran 2:35-36) 

The Quran further confirms: 
Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Ubayy bin Ka`b said that 
Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: (Allah created Adam tall, 


with thick hair, just as a date tree with full branches. 











When Adam ate from the forbidden tree, his cover fell off, 


and the first thing that appeared was his private area. 


When he saw his private area, he ran away in Paradise and 


his hair got caught in a tree. He tried to free himself and 
ArRahman called him, 'O Adam! Are you running away 


from Me’ When Adam heard the words of Ar-Rahman 
(Allah), he said, 'No, O my Lord! But I am shy.') 

3 The reason why we mentioned this Hadith here is 
the Prophet's statement: (They will go to Adam and say, 
`O Adam! You are the father of all mankind, and Allah 
created you with His Own Hand, ordered the angels to 
prostrate for you, and taught you the names of 
everything). This part of the Hadith testifies to the fact 
that Allah taught Adam the names of all creatures. 








uff oii ost Na os OSE ck yes eee a 
Sort ius Ji tii- Zyl Sh 


(19. "And O Adam! Dwell you and your wife in Paradise, and eat thereof 
as you both wish, but approach not this tree otherwise you both will be of the 
wrongdoers.) (20. Then Shaytan whispered suggestions to them both in order to 
Uncover that which was hidden from them of their private parts (before); he 
said: "Your Lord did not forbid you ths tree save you should become angels or 
become of the immortals.") (21, And he Qasamahuma: "Verly, 1 am one of the 
sincere well-wishers for you both.") (Quran 7:19-21); and, 
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(22. So he misled them with deception. Then when they tasted of the 

tree, that which was hidden from them of their shame (private parts) became 

manifest to them and they began to cover themselves with the leaves of 

Paradise. And ther Lord called out to them (saying): "Did 1 not forbid you that 

tree and tell you: Verily, Shaytan is an open enemy unto you") (23. They said: 

"Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forge us not, and bestow not 
upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.") (Quran 7:22-23) 




















Then Adam repented his action and asks Allah’s pardon as 





ay 

(Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his Lord pardoned him 
(accepted his repentance). Verily, He is the One Who forgives (accepts 
repentance), the Most Merciful.) (Quran 2:37) 


R was reported that the above Ayah is explained by Allah's statement, 
heh Sy, ia dy Cat Cb Wap 


(They said: "Our Lord) We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, 
and bestow not upon us Your mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers") (7:23) 


The Ayat mentioned above, testify to the fact that 














Allah forgives the sins of whoever repents, demonstrating 


His kindness and mercy towards His creation and 


servants. There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah, 


the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful, Allah [SWT] 
commanded, as the Quran confirms: 








(We said: "Get down all of you from ths place (the Paradise), then 
Whenever there comes to you Hudan (guidance) from Me, and whoever follows 
My guidance, there shall be no fear on them, nor shall they grieve. But those 
who disbelieve and belie Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, 
revelations, etc.) - such are the dwellers of the Fire. They shall abide therein 
forever.") (Quran 2:38-39) 








Ibn Abi Hatim recorded Ibn “Abbas saying, "Allah 
SWT] sent Adam to earth to an area called, Dahna, 
between Makkah and At-Ta’if." Al-Hasan Al-Basri said 
that Adam was sent down to India, while Hawwa’ was sent 
to Jeddah. Iblis was sent down to Dustumaysan, several 
miles from Basra. Further, the snake was sent down to 
Asbahan. This was reported by Ibn Abi Hatim. Also, 
Muslim and An-Nasa'i recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah said: (Friday is the best day on 
which the sun has risen. On Friday, Allah created Adam, 





admitted him into Paradise, and expelled him from it.) 
Allah [SWT] stated that when He sent Adam, Hawwa’, 

and Shaytan to earth from Paradise, He warned them that 

He will reveal Books and send Prophets and Messengers to 

them, as the Quran confirms: 
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to you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My guidance, he shall nether go 
astray, nor shall he be distressed.) (20:123) 


The above story of Adam descending from Heaven to 
Earth is self-explanatory. Allah [SWT] has set many 
principles for Adam and Children of Adams leading their 
life on the Earth for a specific time before returning to 
Allah [SWT] for trial and subsequent reward or 
punishment. These include: (i) Allah [SWT] accepted 
Adam’s repentance and forgave him as Allah’s mercy 
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overpowers His anger (Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's 
Apostle said, "When Allah completed the creation, He 
wrote in His Book which is with Him on His Throne, "My 
Mercy overpowers My Anger.” (Sahih Bukhari: Volume 4, 
Book 54, Number 416) ; (ii) Children of Adam will have 
upon the earth a place of settlement for a specific time; 
(iii) they will be enemies to each other but when guidance 
comes to them from Allah [SWT], those who will follow 
Allah’s guidance, they will neither go astray, nor suffer 
upon their return to Allah [SWT]; and (iv) those who will 
turn away from Allah’s remembrance they will have 
difficult life and they will be gathered blind upon their 
return on the Day of Resurrection 

Allah [SWT] took the Covenant from the Descendants 
of Adam as Allah [SWT] stated that He brought the 
descendants of Adam out of their fathers' loins, and they 
testified against themselves that Allah is their Lord and 


King and that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Him. Allah created them on this Fitrah, or way, just as He 
said, (So set you (O Muhammad) your face truly towards 
the religion, Hanifan. Allah's Fitrah with which He has 
created mankind. No change let there be in Khalqillah.) 
(Refer to the Quran 7:22 and 30:30) 

Abu Hurairah said that the Messenger of Allah said: 
“(Every child is born upon the Fitrah, it is only his parents 
who turn him into a Jew, a Christian or a Zoroastrian. Just 
as animals are born having full bodies, do you see any of 
them having a cutoff nose (when they are born)]”. 
(Recorded in the two Sahihs from Abu Hurairah).As 
explained in the Quran in various Ayat, Allah [SWT] made 
all the arrangements for Adam to live on the earth. He 
spread the earth and placed therein firmly fixed 
mountains and rivers; and from all of the fruits (refer to 
the Quran 13:3) and made every living creatures from 


water. Allah [SWT] made the clouds work for them 
(bringing rain) so that they may produce their sustenance 
from them. He also created the ways and means of 
earnings, commercial activities and other professions. 

The life of human beings began with the creation of 
two peo ple, a male (Adam) and a female (his mate) as a 
special act of creation, with unique gifts and abilities, i.e. a 
soul and conscience, knowledge, and free will, unlike any 
other creation. On the earth Adam (AS) knew he had to 
face conflict and struggle and had to protect himself with 
clothes and weapons and protect his wife and children 
from the wild beasts. Above all, he had to struggle with the 
spirit of evil, i.e. Shaytan (Satan), the cause of his 
expulsion from Paradise, He knew that the battle between 
good and evil is continuous, but those who follow Allah's 
guidance and should fear nothing while those who disobey 
Allah [SWT] and follow Iblis will be damned along with 


him. Ibn Kathir explains that Adam (AS) grasped all of 
this and with the knowledge of this suffering he started his 
life on the earth. The only thing that allowed his grief was 
that he was master of the earth and had to make it yield to 
him. He was the one who had to perpetuate, cultivate and 
construct and populate the earth. He was also the one who 
had to procreate and raise children who would change and 
improve the world. 

Abn Kathir explains that the pinnacle of earthly bliss 
was reached when Adam and Hawwa (Eve) witnessed the 
birth of their first children, a set of twins. Adam was a 
devoted father and Hawwa a contented mother. The twins 
were Cain (Qabil) and his sister. Later Eve gave birth to a 
second set of twins, Abel (Habil) and his sister. 

The family enjoyed the bounties and fruits of the 
earth provided by their Lord. The children grew up to be 
strong and healthy young adults. Cain tilled the land while 


Abel raised cattle. The time arrived when the two young 
men desired life partners, and dring the process Cain 
killed Abel (see story of Cain and Able for detail). 

Adam (AS) was utterly grief stricken by the loss of his 
two sons. One was dead, the other was won over by the 
devil. Adam (AS) prayed for his son and turned to 
mundane matters for he had to toil for his sustenance. At 
the same time he was a prophet advising his children and 
grandchildren, telling them about Allah [SWT] and calling 
them to believe in Him. He told them about Iblis and 
warned them by recounting his own experience with the 
devil and of how the devil had tempted Cain to kill his 
brother. Years passed, Adam grew old and his children 
spread all over the earth. Muhammad Ibn Ishaq related 
that when Adam's death drew near, he appointed his son 
Seth to be his successor and taught him the hours of the 


day and night along with their appropriate acts of worship. 


He also foretold to him the flood that would come. Abu 
Dhar narrated that the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: 
"Allah sent down 104 psalms, of which 50 were sent down 
to Seth." 

Abdullah Ibn Al Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal narrated 
that Ubai Ibn Kab said: "When Adam's death was near, he 
said to his children: "O my children, indeed I feel an 
appetite for the fruits of Paradise." So they went away 
searching for what Adam (AS) had requested. They met 
with the angels, who had with them his shroud and what 
he was to be embalmed with. They said to them: "O 
Children of Adam, what are you searching for? What do 
you want? Where are you going?” They said: "Our father is 
sick and has an appetite for the fruits of Paradise." The 
angels said to them: "Go back, for your father is going to 
meet his end soon." So they returned (with the angels) and 
when Eve saw them she recognized them. She tried to hide 


herself behind Adam. He said to her. "Leave me alone. I 
came before you; do not go between me and the angels of 
my Lord." So they took his soul, embalmed and wrapped 
him, dug the grave and laid him in it. They prayed on him 
and put him in his grave, saying: "O Children of Adam, 
this is your tradition at the time of death.” 

Ibn Kathir explains that before his death Adam 
reassured his children that Allah [SWT] would not leave 
man alone on the earth, but would sent His prophets to 
guide them. The prophets would have different names, 
traits and miracles, but they would be united in one thing; 
the call to worship Allah [SWT] alone. This was Adam's 
bequest to his children. Adam finished speaking and 
closed his eyes. Then the angels entered his room and 
surrounded him. When he recognized the Angel of Death 
among them, his heart smiled peacefully. After Adam's 
death, his soth Seth (Shiith) took over the responsibilities 


of prophethood, according to a Hadith narrated by Abu 
Dhar, Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: "Allah sent down 
one hundred and four psalms, of which fifty were sent 
down to Seth." (Sahih al Bukhari) When the time of his 
death came Seth's son Anoush succeeded him. He in turn, 
was succeeded by his son Qinan, who was succeeded by 
Mahlabeel. 

The Persians claim that Mahlabeel was the King of the 
Seven Regions, that he was the first one to cut down trees 
to build cities and large forts and that he built the cities of 
Babylonia. He reigned for a period of forty years. When he 
died his duties were taken over by his son Yard, who on 
his death, bequeathed them to his son Khonoukh, who is 
Idris (pbuh) according to the majority of the scholars. 


Chapter 2 
STORY OF CAIN (HABIL) AND 
ABEL (QABIL) 


Abn Kathir explains that the pinnacle of earthly bliss 
was reached when Adam and Hawwa (Eve) witnessed the 
birth of their first children, a set of twins. Adam was a 
devoted father and Hawwa a contented mother. The twins 
were Cain (Qabil) and his sister. Later Eve gave birth to a 
second set of twins, Abel (Habil) and his sister. The family 
enjoyed the bounties and fruits of the earth provided by 
their Lord. The children grew up to be strong and healthy 
young adults. Cain tilled the land while Abel raised cattle. 
The time arrived when the two young men desired life 
partners. This was part of Allah’s plan for mankind, to 


multiply and form nations with different cultures and 
colors. Allah [SWT] revealed to Adam that he should 
marry each son to the twin sister of the other. Adam 
instructed his children according to Allah's command, but 
Cain was displeased with the partner chosen for him, for 
Abel's twin sister was not as beautiful as his own. It 
appears that since the beginning of time, physical beauty 
has been a factor in the attraction between man and 
women. This attraction caused Cain to envy his brother 
Abel. He rebelled against Allah's command by refusing to 
accept his father's advice. 

Ibn Kathir further explains that Adam was in a 
dilemma. He wanted peace and harmony in his family, so 
he invoked Allah [SWT] for help. Allah [SWT] 
commanded that each son offer a sacrifice, and he whose 
offering was accepted would have right on his side. Abel 
offered his best camel while Cain offered his worst grain. 
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he invoked Allah [SWT] for help. Allah [SWT] 
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His sacrifice was not accepted by Allah [SWT] because of 
his disobedience to his father and the insincerity in his 
offering. This enraged Cain even further. Realizing that his 
hopes marrying his own beautiful sister were fading, he 
threatened his brother. "I will kill you! I refuse to see you 
happy while I remain unhappy!" Abel feeling sorry for his 
brother, replied, "It would be more proper for you, my 
brother to search for the cause of your unhappiness and 
then walk in the way of peace. Allah [SWT] accepts the 
deeds only from those who serve and fear Him, not from 
those who reject His Commands." Abel was intelligent, 
obedient, and always ready to obey the will of Allah 
[SWT]. This contrasted sharply with his brother who was 
arrogant, selfish and disobedient to his Lord. Abel did not 
fear his brother's threats, but neither did he want his 
brother to be hurt, Allah [SWT] had blessed Abel with 
purity and compassion. 


Ibn Kathir explains that hoping to allay the hatred 
seething in his brother Abel said, " My brother, you are 
deviating from the right path and are sinful in your 
decisions. It is better that you repent to Allah [SWT] and 
forget about your foolish threat. But if you do not then I 
will leave the matter in the hands of Allah [SWT]. You 
alone will bear the consequence of your sin, for the Fire is 
the reward of the wrong-doers.” This brotherly plea did 
nothing to lessen the hatred in Cain's heart, nor did he 
show fear of Allah's punishment. Cain struck his brother 
with a stone killing him instantly. This was the first death 
and the first criminal act committed by man on earth. 

When Abel had not appeared for some time, Adam 
began to search for him but found no trace of his beloved 
son. He asked Cain about Abel's whereabouts. Cain 
insolently replied that he was not his brother's keeper nor 
his protector. From these words his father understood that 


His sacrifice was not accepted by Allah [SWT] because of 
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Ibn Kathir explains that hoping to allay the hatred 
seething in his brother Abel said, " My brother, you are 
deviating from the right path and are sinful in your 
decisions. It is better that you repent to Allah [SWT] and 
forget about your foolish threat. But if you do not then I 
will leave the matter in the hands of Allah [SWT]. You 
alone will bear the consequence of your sin, for the Fire is 
the reward of the wrong-doers.” This brotherly plea did 
nothing to lessen the hatred in Cain's heart, nor did he 
show fear of Allah's punishment. Cain struck his brother 
with a stone killing him instantly. This was the first death 
and the first criminal act committed by man on earth. 

When Abel had not appeared for some time, Adam 
began to search for him but found no trace of his beloved 
son. He asked Cain about Abel's whereabouts. Cain 
insolently replied that he was not his brother's keeper nor 
his protector. From these words his father understood that 


Abel was dead and Adam was filled with grief. Meanwhile 
Cain did not know what to do with his brother's corpse. He 
carried it on his back wandering from place to place trying 
to hide it. As a mercy, and to show that dignity could be 
retained even in death, Allah [SWT] sent two ravens that 
began fighting, causing the death of one. The victorious 
bird used its beak and claws to dig a hole in the ground, 
rolled its victim into it and covered it with sand. 
Witnessing this, Cain was overcome with shame and 
remorse. "Woe unto me!" he exclaimed. "I was unable to 
do what this raven has done, that is to hide my brother's 
corpse.” Cain then buried his brother. This was also the 
first burial of man. Allah [SWT] revealed, as the Quran 
confirms: 
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(27. And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in truth; when each 
offered a sacrifice, t was accepted from the one but not from the other. The 
latter said to the former: "I will surely, kill you." The former said: "Verily, 
Allah accepts only from those who have Taqwa.) (28. "If you do stretch your 
hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to kill 
you, for I fear Alah; the Lord of all that exists.") (29. *Veriy, I intend to let 
you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours, then you will be ane of the 
dwellers of the Fire, and that is the recompense of the wrangdoers.") (30. So 
the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him the 
murder of his brother; he murdered him and became one of the losers.) (31. 
Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show him how to hide the 
dead body of his brother. He said: "Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as 
this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother" Then he became one of 
those who regretted.) (Quran 5:27-31) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] describes the 
evil end and consequence of transgression, envy and 











injustice in the story of the two sons of Adam, Habil and 
Qabil. One of them fought against the other and killed him 
out of envy and transgression, because of the bounty that 
Allah [SWT] gave his brother and because the sacrifice 
that he sincerely offered to Allah was accepted. The 
murdered brother earned forgiveness for his sins and was 
admitted into Paradise, while the murderer failed and 
earned a losing deal in both the lives. 

Ibn “Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and 
Qatadah said that the statement: ("Verily, I intend to let 
you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours...") means, 
the sin of murdering me, in addition to your previous sins. 
Ibn Jarir recorded this. Allah's statement: (So the soul of 
the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming to him 
the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became 
one of the losers.) means, his conscience encouraged him 
to kill his brother by making it seem like a sensible thing 


to do, so he killed him, even after his brother admonished 
him. Ibn Jarir said, "When he wanted to kill his brother, 
he started to twist his neck. So Shaytan took an animal 
and placed its head on a rock, then he took another rock, 
and similar is reported on this subject from Abu 
Hurayrah, Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, Abu Bakr, Ibn Mas`ud, 
Abu Wagid and Abu Musa.” The Qur'an continues: 
(Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well 
as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, 
and that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.") Ibn 
“Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatadah said 
that the statement: ("Verily, I intend to let you draw my 
sin on yourself as well as yours...") means, the sin of 
murdering me, in addition to your previous sins. Ibn Jarir 
recorded this. 

Allah's statement: (So the soul of the other 
encouraged him and made fairseeming to him the murder 


of his brother; he murdered him and became one of the 
losers.) means, his conscience encouraged him to kill his 
brother by making it seem like a sensible thing to do, so he 
killed him, even after his brother admonished him. Ibn 
Jarir said, "When he wanted to kill his brother, he started 
to twist his neck. So Shaytan took an animal and placed its 
head on a rock, then he took another rock, and smashed 
its head with it until he killed it while the son of Adam was 
looking. So he did the same thing to his brother.” Ibn Abi 
Hatim also recorded this. “Abdullah bin Wahb said that 
*‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that his father 
said, "Qabil held Habil by the head to kill him, so Habil 
laid down for him and Qabil started twisting Habil's head, 
not knowing how to kill him. Shaytan came to Qabil and 
said, ‘Do you want to kill him' He said, `Yes.' Shaytan 
said, ‘Take that stone and throw it on his head.’ So Qabil 
took the stone and threw it at his brother's head and 


smashed his head. Shaytan then went to Hawwa’ in a 
hurry and said to her, `O Hawwa'! Qabil killed Habil.' She 
asked him, “Woe to you! What does `kill' mean’ He said, 
“He will no longer eat, drink or move.’ She said, ‘And that 
is death’ He said, “Yes it is.’ So she started to weep until 
Adam came to her while she was weeping and said, “What 
is the matter with you' She did not answer him. He asked 
her two more times, but she did not answer him. So he 
said, “You and your daughters will inherit the practice of 
weeping, while I and my sons are free of it."" Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded it. 

Allah's statement: (And became one of the losers) in 
this life and the Hereafter, and which loss is worse than 
this Imam Ahmad recorded that “Abdullah bin Mas`ud 
said that Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: (Any soul that is 
unjustly killed, then the first son of Adam will carry a 
burden of its shedding, for he was the first to practice the 


crime of murder.) The Group, with the exception of Abu 
Dawud, also recorded this Hadith. Ibn Jarir recorded that 
“Abdullah bin ‘Amr used to say, "The son of Adam, who 
killed his brother, will be the most miserable among men. 
There is no blood shed on earth since he killed his brother, 
until the Day of Resurrection, but he will carry a burden 
from it, for he was the first person to establish murder.” 

Allah said: (Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the 
ground to show him how to hide the dead body of his 
brother. He (the murderer) said, "Woe to me! Am I not 
even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead body of 
my brother" Then he became one of those who regretted.) 
As-Suddi said that the Companions said, "When his 
brother died, Qabil left him on the bare ground and did 
not know how to bury him. Allah sent two crows, which 
fought with each other until one of them killed the other. 
So it dug a hole and threw sand over the dead corpse 


(which it placed in the hole). When Qabil saw that, he 
said: ("Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow 
and to hide the dead body of my brother") `Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn “Abbas said, "A crow came to the 
dead corpse of another crow and threw sand over it, until 
it hid it in the ground. He who killed his brother said: 
(Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to 
hide the dead body of my brother)" Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
commented on the statement: (Then he became one of 
those who regretted.) "Allah made him feel sorrow after 
the loss that he earned." A Hadith states that the Prophet 
said: (There is no sin that is more worthy of Allah 
hastening its punishment in this life, in addition to what 
He has in store for its offender in the Hereafter, more than 
transgression and cutting the relations of the womb.) The 
act of Qabil included both of these. We are Allah's and to 
Him is our return. 


Chapter 3 
STORY OF THE ARK OF NUH 
(NOAH) 


Nuh continued to call his people to believe in Allah [SWT] 
for nine hundred fifty years. Allah [SWT] said, as in Surah 
al-Ankabut, the Quran confirms: 
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(And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he stayed among them a 
thousand years less fifty years; so the Deluge overtook them while they were 
wrongdoers.) (Quran 29:14) 

Ibn Kathir explains that it happened that every 
passing generation admonished the succeeding one not to 
believe Noah and to wage war against him. the father used 


to teach his child about the matter that was between 











himself and Nuh (AS) and counsel him to reject his call 
when he reached adulthood. Their natural disposition 
rejected believing and following the truth. Nuh (AS) saw 
that the number of believers was not increasing, while that 
of the disbeliveers was. He was sad for his people, but he 
never reached the point of despair. There came a day when 
Allah revealed to Noah that no others would believe. Allah 
[SWT] inspired him not to grieve for them at which point 
Nuh prayed that the disbeliveers be destroyed. He said, as 
in Surah Nuh, the Quran confirms: 
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(If You leave them, they will mislead Your servants, and they will beget none 
but wicked disbelievers.") (Quran 71:27) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] accepted Nuh's 
prayer. The case was closed, and He passed His judgment 
on the disbeliveers in the form of a flood. Allah [SWT] 
ordered His worshipper Nuh to build an ark, with His 





knowledge and instructions and with the help of angels, as 
in Surah Hud, the Quran confirms: 

OF ink sdl oo yy Sy Shall op 
("And construct the ship under Our Eyes and with Our revelation, and address 


Me not on behalf of those who did wrong; they are surely to be drowned.) 
(Quran 11:37) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Nuh chose a place outside the 
city, far from the sea. He collected wood and tools and 
began to day and night to build the ark, whilst he people's 
mockery continued: "O Noah! Does carpentry appeal to 
you more than prophethood? Why are you building an ark 
so far from the sea? Are you going to drag it to the water 
or is the wind going to carry it for you?" Noah replied: 
"You will come to know who will be put to shame and 
suffer." Allah [SWT] narrated, as in Surah Hud, the Quran 
continues: 
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(38. And as he was constructing the ship, whenever the chiefs of his people 
passed by him, they mocked at him. He said: "If you mock at us, so do we 
‘mock at you likewise for your mocking.") (39. "And you will know who it is on 
whom will come a torment that will cover him with disgrace and on whom will, 








fall a lasting torment.) (Quran 11:38-39) 





Ibn Kathir explains that the ship was constructed, and 
Noah sat waiting Allah's command. Allah revealed to him 
that when water miraculously gushed forth from the oven 
at Noah's house, that would be the sign of the start of the 
flood, and the sign for Noah to act. The terrible day 
arrived when the oven at Noah's house overflowed. Noah 
hurried to open the ark and summon the believers. He 
also took with him a pair, male and female, of every type 
of animal, bird and insect. Seeing him taking these 
creatures to the ark, the people laughed loudly: "Noah 
must have gone out of his head! What is he going to do 


with the animals?" Allah narrated, as in Surah Hud the 

Quran continues: 
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((So t was) til when Our command came and the oven gushed forth (water 

like fountains from the earth). We said: "Embark therein, of each kind two 

(male and female), and your family -- except him against whom the Word has 


already gone forth -- and those who believe. And none believed with him, 
except a few.") (Quran 11:40) 
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Ibn Kathir explains that Nuh's wife was not a believer 
with him so she did not join him; neither did one of Nuh's 
sons, who was secretly a disbeliever but had pretended 
faith in front of Nuh (AS). Likewise most of the people 
were disbeliveers and did not go on board. The scholars 
hold different opinions on the number of those who were 
with Nuh (AS) on the ship. Ibn Abbas stated that there 
were 80 believers while Ka ab al Ahbar held that there 
were 72 believers. 

Ibn Kathir explains that water rose from the cracks in 


the earth; there was not a crack from which water did not 
rise. Rain poured from the sky in quantities never seen 
before on earth. Water continued pouring from the sky 
rising from the cracks; hour after hour the level rose. The 
seas and waves invaded the land. The interior of the earth 
moved in a strange way, and the ocean floors lifted 
suddenly, flooding the dry land. The earth, for the first 
time was submerged. Allah [SWT] told the story thus: He 
(Nuh) said, as in Surah Hud the Quran continues: 
SRE pe DA Zo BL ips oh in GA LSS) I 
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(41. And he said: "Embark therein: in the Name of Alah will be its (moving) 
course and its (resting) anchorage. Surely, my Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful”) (42. So t (the ship) sailed with them amidst waves like mountains, 


and Nuh called out to his son, who had separated himself (apart): "O my soni 
Embark with us and be not with the disbelievers.") (Quran 11:41) 


Nuh asked Allah [SWT] not to leave a single one of 
them on the face of the earth, not even a lone individual. 
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Ibn Kathir explains that water rose from the cracks in 
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time was submerged. Allah [SWT] told the story thus: He 
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and Nuh called out to his son, who had separated himself (apart): "O my soni 
Embark with us and be not with the disbelievers.") (Quran 11:41) 


Nuh asked Allah [SWT] not to leave a single one of 
them on the face of the earth, not even a lone individual. 














This is a method of speaking that gives emphasis to the 
negation. Ad-Dahhak said, "Dayyar means one." As-Suddi 
said, "Dayyar is the one who stays in the home.” So Allah 
[swt] answered his supplication and Allah [SWT] 
destroyed all of those on the face of the earth who were 
disbelievers. Allah [SWT] even destroyed Nuh's 
(biological) son from his own loins, who separated himself 
from his father (Nuh). Nuh's son said, as confirmed in 
Quran: 
eh Mall Ay Gl oe Veh att IS > 
Perenled Rte dais dey 
(1 will betake myself to some mountain, it will save me from the water. Nuh 
said: "This day there is no saviour from the decree of Allah except him on whom 


He has mercy.” And waves came in between them, so he (the son) was among 
the drowned.) (Quran 11:43). In 


Surah Hud, the story continues: 
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(And it was said: "O earth! Swallow up your water, and O sky! Withhold (your 
rain).” And the water was made to subside and the decree was fulfilled. And it 
rested on (Mount) Judi, and it was said: "Away with the people who are 
Wrongdoingi") (Quran 11:44) 











Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] informs that 
when the people of the earth were all drowned, except for 
the people on the ship, He commanded the earth to 
swallow its water, which had sprang from it and gathered 
upon it. Then He commanded the sky to cease raining. 
And the statement: (And the water was made to subside) 
This means that it (the water) began to decrease, and the 
statement: (and the decree was fulfilled.) This means that 
all of those who disbelieved in Allah were removed from 
the people of the earth. Not a single one of them remained 
upon the earth. The statement: (And it (the ship) rested) is 
referring to the ship and those who were in it. 


Regarding: (on (Mount) Judi.) Mujahid said, "Judi is 
a mountain in Al-Jazirah (Northwest Mesopotamia) where 
the mountains sought to tower above each other on the 
day of the drowning. On that day of destruction, all the 
mountains sought to be higher (to avoid being overcome 
by the water). However, this mountain (Judi) humbled 
itself for Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, and therefore it 
was not drowned. This is why Nuh's ship anchored upon 
it." Qatadah said, "The ship rested upon it (Mount Judi) 
for a month before they (the people) came down from it. " 
Qatadah also said, "Allah made Nuh's ship remain on 
Mount Judi in the land of Al-Jazirah, as a lesson and a 
sign.” Even the early generations of this Ummah saw it. 
How many ships are there that have come after it and have 
been destroyed and became dust. The statement: (and it 
was said: "Away with the people who are wrongdoing!") 
means destruction and loss for them. The term "away 


with" here implies being far away from the mercy of Allah 
[SWT]. For verily, they were destroyed to the last of them, 
and none of them survived. 
In Surah Hud, the story continues: 
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(45. And Nuh called upon his Lord and said, "O my Lord! Verily, my son is of 
my famiy! And certainly, Your promise is true, and You are the Most Just of 
the judges.") (46. He said: "O Nuh! Surely, he is not of your family; verily, his 
work is unrighteous, so ask not of Me that of which you have no knowledge! I 
admonish you, lest you should be one of the ignorant.) (47. Nuh said: "O my 
Lord! I seek ‘refuge with You from asking You that of which 1 have no 
knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have mercy on me, I would indeed 
be one of the losers.") (Quran 11:45-47) 


The story contines: 
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(It was said: "O Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with peace from Us and 
blessings on you and on the people who are with you (and on some of their 
offspring), but (there will be other) people to whom We shall grant their 
pleasures (for a time), but in the end a painful torment will reach them from 
Us.") (Quran 11:48) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] informs of what 
was said to Nuh when the ship anchored on Mount Judi, 
peace be upon him, peace were sent upon him and the 
believers with him. This salutation was also for every 
believer from his progeny until the Day of Resurrection. 
Muhammad bin Ka`b said, "Every male and female 
believer until the Day of Resurrection is included in this 
salutation of peace. Likewise, every male and female 
disbeliever until the Day of Resurrection is included in this 
promise of torment and pleasure. Muhammad bin Ishaq 
said, "When Allah wanted to stop the flood, He sent a wind 
upon the face of the earth that caused the water to be still. 











Then the springs of the earth were closed off from the 
great flooding and the pouring (rain) from the sky halted. 
Allah, the Exalted, says: (And it was said: "O earth! 
Swallow up your water...") (11:44). Thus, the water began 
decreasing and subsiding until the ship settled on Mount 
Judi. The People of the Tawrah (the Jews) claim that this 
occurred during the seventh month (of the year) and it 
lasted for seventeen nights. 

Ibn Kathir further explains that then, on the first day 
of the tenth month, he (Nuh) saw the mountain tops. Then 
after forty more days, Nuh opened the small window in 
the roof of the ship and he sent a raven out to see what the 
water had done. However, the raven did not return to 
him. Then, he sent a pigeon out but it returned to him 
without finding any place (land) to put its two feet down. 
He extended his hand out of the ship and the pigeon 
grabbed his hand so that Nuh could pull it back into the 
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Swallow up your water...") (11:44). Thus, the water began 
decreasing and subsiding until the ship settled on Mount 
Judi. The People of the Tawrah (the Jews) claim that this 
occurred during the seventh month (of the year) and it 
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Ibn Kathir further explains that then, on the first day 
of the tenth month, he (Nuh) saw the mountain tops. Then 
after forty more days, Nuh opened the small window in 
the roof of the ship and he sent a raven out to see what the 
water had done. However, the raven did not return to 
him. Then, he sent a pigeon out but it returned to him 
without finding any place (land) to put its two feet down. 
He extended his hand out of the ship and the pigeon 
grabbed his hand so that Nuh could pull it back into the 





ship. Then, after seven more days passed, he sent the 
pigeon out again to investigate for him. The pigeon 
returned in the evening with a leaf from an olive tree in its 
mouth. From this, Nuh knew that the water had decreased 
from the face of the earth. He remained in the ship for 
seven more days before he sent the pigeon out again. This 
time the pigeon did not return to him, so he knew that the 
earth had appeared. Thus, a year was completed from the 
time that Allah sent the flood, until the time of Nuh 
sending the pigeon. The first day of the first month of the 
second year began when the face of the earth appeared 
and land became visible. This is when Nuh uncovered the 
opening of the ship. During the second month of the 
second year, after twenty six nights, and Allah statement: 
(It was said: "O Nuh! Come down (from the ship) with 
peace from Us). 

Ibn Kathir explains that with the issue of the divine 


command, calm returned to earth, the water retreated, 
and the dry land shone once again in the rays of the sun. 
The flood had cleansed the earth of the disbeliveers and 
polytheists. Nuh (AS) released the birds, and the beats 
which scattered over the earth. After that the believers 
disembarked. Nuh put his forehead to the ground in 
prostration. The survivors kindled a fire and sat around it. 
Lighting a fire had been prohibited on board so as not to 
ignite the ship's wood and burn it up. None of them had 
eaten hot food during the entire period of the flood. 
Following the disembarkation there was a day of fasting in 
thanks to Allah. The Quran draws the curtain on Noah's 
story. We do not know how his affairs with his people 
continued. All we know or can ascertain is that on his 
deathbed he requested his son to worship Allah [SWT] 
alone, Nuh then passed away. 

Abdullah Ibn Amr Ibn Al as narrated that the Prophet 


Muhammad (SAW) said: "When the death of the 
Messenger of Allah Noah approached, he admonished his sR 

sons: 'Indeed I would give you far reaching advice, z =“ Government confirm: 
aa This is Noah’s Ark” 


commanding you to do two things, and warning you 
against doing two things as well. I charge you to believe 
that there is no god but Allah and that if the seven heavens 
and the seven earths were put on one side of a scale and 
the words "there is no god but Allah" were put on the 
other, the latter would outweigh the former. I warn you 
against associating partners with Allah and against pride." 
(Sahih al Bukhari). Some traditions said that his grave is 
in the Scared Mosque in Makkah, while others said that he 
was buried in Baalabak, a city in Iraq. 

Recently Nuh’s Ark was found at Mont Judi i.e. the 
location described in the Quran, see pictures below: 
































Chapter 4 
STORY OF THE PEOPLE OF 
THAMUD AND SHE CAMEL 


Ibn Kathir explains that Salih's People Demand a 
Miracle from Saleh as a proof of prophethood. They 
merely wanted to worship the same gods as their fathers 
had, with no reason, no proof, no thought. The proof of 
Salih's message was evident, but despite this it was 
obvious that most of his people did not believe him. They 
doubted his words, thinking he was charmed, and they 
saw that he would not stop preaching. Fearing that his 
followers would increase, they tried to put him off by 
assigning him an important task; to prove that he was a 
messenger of Allah [SWT] by performing a miracle. Let a 


unique she camel issue from the mountains. Allah 
[SWT] granted Salih this miracle and a huge, 
unique, she camel appeared from the direction of 
the mountain. The Quranic commentators said that the 
people of Thamud gathered on a certain day at their 
meeting place, and the prophet Salih came and addressed 
them to believe in Allah [SWT], reminding them of the 
favors Allah [SWT] had granted them. Then pointing at a 
rock, they demanded: "Ask your Lord to make a she 
camel, which must be 10 months pregnant, tall 
and attractive, issue from the rock for us." Salih 
replied: "Look now! If Allah [SWT] sends you what you 
have requested, just as you have described, will you 
believe in that which I have come to you with and have 
faith in the message I have been sent with?" They 
answered: "Yes." 

Thereupon Salih took a vow from them on this, then 


prayed to Allah [SWT] to grant their request. Allah 
[SWT] ordered the distant rock to split asunder, 
to bringing forth a great ten month pregnant she 
camel. When their eyes set on it, they were 
amazed. They saw a great thing, a wonderful sight, 
a dazzling power and clear evidence! A number of 
Salih's people believed, yet most of them continued in 
their disbelief due to their stubbornness and went astray. 
Allah [SWT] narrated as in Sura al-Isra, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied 
them. And We sent the she-camel to Thamud as a cear sin, but they dd her 
wrong. And We sent nat the signs except to make ‘them airad (of 
destruction).) (Quran 17:59) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Sa`id bin Jubayr said, "The 
idolators said: `O Muhammad, you claim that before you 











there were Prophets, among whom was one to whom the 
wind was subjugated, and another who could bring the 
dead back to life. If you want us to believe in you, ask your 
Lord to turn As-Safa' into gold for us.' Allah conveyed to 
him by inspiration (Wahy): `I have heard what they have 
said. If you wish, I will do what they say, but if they do not 
believe after that, the punishment will come down upon 
them, because after the sign has been sent, there is no 
room for speculation. 

Or if you wish, I will be patient with your people and 
give them more time.’ He said: (O Lord, give them more 
time.)" This was also narrated by Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj and 
others. Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, "The 
people of Makkah asked the Prophet to turn As-Safa' into 
gold for them, and to remove the mountains (from around 
Makkah) so that they could cultivate the land. It was said 
to him (by Allah): “If you wish, I will be patient and give 


them more time, or if you wish, I will do what they are 
asking, but if they then disbelieve, they will be destroyed 
as the nations before them were destroyed.’ He said: (No, 
be patient and give them more time.) 

Then Allah revealed: (And nothing stops Us from 
sending the Ayat but that the people of old denied them. ) 
An-Nasa'i also reported this from the Hadith of Jarir. 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said: The Quraysh 
said to the Prophet , "Ask your Lord to turn As-Safa’ into 
gold and we will believe in you." He said: (Will you really 
do that) They said, "Yes." So he asked his Lord, and Jibril 
came to him and said: "Your Lord conveys His Salam to 
you and says, “If you wish, I will turn As-Safa' into gold for 
them, then whoever of them disbelieves after that, will be 
punished with a torment the like of which has never be 
seen in creation; or if you wish, I will open the gates of 


repentance and mercy for them." He said: (Rather the 


gates of repentance and mercy.) 

The statement: (And We sent not the signs except to 
make them afraid (of destruction).) Qatadah said, "Allah 
makes people afraid with whatever signs He wills, so that 
they may learn a lesson and remember and return to Him. 
We were told that Al-Kufah was shaken at the time of Ibn 
Mas`ud, who said: `O people, your Lord is rebuking you, 
so pay heed!" Similarly, it was reported that Al-Madinah 
was struck by several earthquakes at the time of `Umar 
bin Al-Khattab. `Umar said: "You have changed, by Allah, 
and if such a quake were to strike again, I will subject you 
to such and such." The Prophet said, in a Hadith whose 
authenticity is agreed upon: (The sun and the moon are 
two of the signs of Allah, and they are not eclipsed for the 
death or life of anyone. Allah uses them to make His 
servants afraid, so if you see them, hasten to remember 
Him, call on Him and seek His forgiveness.) Then he said: 


(O Ummah of Muhammad, by Allah, no one has a greater 
sense of jealousy than Allah if He sees His servant, or 
female servant, committing Zina (illegal sexual 
intercourse). O Ummah of Muhammad, if you knew what I 
know, you would laugh little and weep much.) Allah 

SWT] also narrates as in Surah al-Hajir, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(And verily, the Dwellers of Al-Hijr (the rocky track) denied the Messengers. 
And We gava them Our sins, but they were averse to them.) (Quran 15:80- 
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Ibn Kathir explains that there are a number of ancient 
accounts of this camel and its miraculous nature. It was 
said that the she camel was miraculous because a rock in 
the mountain split open and it came forth from it, 
followed by its young offspring. Other accounts said that 
the she camel used to drink all the water in the wells in 


one day, and no other animals could approach the water. 
Still others claimed that the she camel produced milk 
sufficient for all the people to drink, on the same day that 
it drank all the water, leaving none for them. At first, the 
people of Thamud were greatly surprised when the she 
camel issued from the mountain rocks. It was a blessed 
camel, and its milk sufficient for thousands of men, 
women and children. If it slept in a place that place was 
abandoned by other animals. Thus it was obvious that is 
was not an ordinary camel, but one of Allah's signs. It 
lived among Salih's people, some of whom believed in 
Allah while the majority continued in their obstinacy and 
disbelief. Their hatred of Salih turned towards the blessed 
she camel and became centered on it. A conspiracy started 
to be hatched against the camel by the disbeliveers, and 
they secretly plotted against it. Salih feared that they 
might kill the camel, so he warned them, as the Quran 


confirms: 
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(And O my people! This she-camel of Allah is a sign to you, so leave her to 
graze in Allah's land, and touch her not with evi, lest a near torment should 
seize you.") (Quran 11:64) 

Ibn Kathir explains that for or a while, Salih's people 
let the camel graze and drink freely, but in their hearts 
they hated it. However, the miraculous appearance of the 
unique camel caused many to become Salih's followers, 
and they affirmed their belief in Allah [SWT]. But those 
who remained disbelivers began complaining that this 
huge she camel with its unusual qualities drank most of 
the water and frightened their cattle. They laid a plot to 
kill the camel, and sought the help of their women folk to 
tempt the men to carry out their commands. Saduq bint of 
Mahya, who was from a rich and noble family, offered 
herself to a young man named Masrai Ibn Mahraj on 











condition that he hamstring the camel. Aniza, an old 
woman, offered one of her daughters to a young man, 
Qudar Ibn Saluf, in return for killing the camel. Naturally 
these young men were tempted and set about finding 
seven others to assist them. They watched the camel 
closely, observing all its movements. As the she camel 
came to drink at the well, Masarai shot it in the leg with an 
arrow. It tried to escape but was hampered by the arrow. 
Qudar followed the camel and struck it with a sword in the 
other leg. As it fell to the ground, he pierced it with his 
sword. The killers were given a hero's welcome, cheered 
with songs and poetry composed in their praise. 

Tbn Kathir explains that in their arrogance they 
mocked Salih (AS), but he warned them: "Enjoy life for 3 
more days then the punishment will descend upon you." 
Salih (AS) was hoping that they would see the folly of their 
ways and change their attitude before the three days went 


out: "Why three days?" they asked. "Let the punishment 
come as quickly as possible.” He pleaded with them: "My 
people, why do you hasten to evil rather than good? Why 
do not you ask pardon of Allah [SWT] so that you may 
receive mercy?" They replied: "We see your presence and 
that of your followers as bringing evil on us." Allah [SWT] 
related their story, as in Surah al-Naml, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(45. And indeed We sent to Thamud their brother Salh, (saying): "Worship 
Aliah." Then look! They became two parties quarreling with each other.) (46. 
He said: "O my people! Why do you seek to hasten the evil before the good 
Why seek you not the forgiveness of Alah, that you may receive mercy") (47. 
‘They said: "We augur an omen from you and those with you.” He said: "Your 
omen is of Alah; nay, but you are a people that are being tested.”) (Quran 
27:45-47) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] tells us about 
Thamud and how they responded to their Prophet Salih, 











when Allah sent him to call them to worship Allah alone, 
with no partner or associate. The statement: (Then look! 
They became two parties quarreling with each other.) 
Mujahid said, "These were believers and disbelievers." 
This is like the Ayah, 
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‘one sent from his Lord.” They said: "We indeed believe in that with which he 
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Ibn kathir further explains that the statement: (He 
said: "O my people! Why do you seek to hasten the evil 
before the good") meaning, ‘why are you praying for the 
punishment to come, and not asking Allah for His mercy’ 
Then he said: ("Why seek you not the forgiveness of Allah, 


that you may receive mercy" They said: "We augur an 
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that you may receive mercy" They said: "We augur an 

















omen from you and those with you.") This means: "We do 
not see any good in your face and the faces of those who 
are following you." Since they were doomed, whenever 
anything bad happened to any of them they would say, 
"This is because of Salih and his companions." Mujahid 
said, "They regarded them as bad omens.” And Allah 
[SWT] tells us about the dwellers of the town, when the 
Messengers came to them: 

Ibn Kathir explains that these people (Thamud) said: 
("We augur an omen from you and those with you.” He 
said: "Your omen is of Allah) meaning, Allah [SWT] will 
punish you for that. About statement: (nay, but you are a 
people that are being tested) Qatadah said: "You are being 
tested to see whether you will obey or disobey." The 
apparent meaning of the phrase: (are being tested) is: you 
will be left to get carried away in your state of 
misguidance. 


They (Thamud) also plotted to kill Salih and his 
Les In Surah Naml, Mhen narration continues: 
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(48. And there were in the city nine Rahtin, who made mischief in the land, 
and would not reform.) (49. They said: "Swear one to another by Alah that 
we shall make a secret night attack on him and his household, and thereafter 
we will surely say to his near relatives: °` We witnessed not the destruction of 
his household, and verily, we are telling the truth."") (50. So, they plotted a 
plot, and We planned a plan, while they perceived not.) (51. Then see how 
was the end of their plot! Verily, We destroyed them and their nation all 
together.) (52. These are their houses in utter ruin, for they did wrong. Verily, 
in this is indeed an Ayah for people who know.) (53. And We saved those who 
believed, and had Taqwa of Allah.) (Quran 27:48-53) 


Tbn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] tells us about 
the evildoers of Thamud and their leaders who used to call 
their people to misguidance and disbelief, and to deny 
Salih. Eventually they killed the she-camel and 




















were about to kill Salih too. They plotted to let 
him sleep with his family at night, then they would 
assassinate him and tell his relatives that they 
knew nothing about what happened to him, and 
that they were telling the truth because none of 
them had seen anything. Allah says: (And there were 
in the city) meaning, in the city of Thamud, and the 
statement: (nine Raht,) meaning, nine people, and the 
statement: (who made mischief in the land, and would not 
reform.) They forced their opinions on the people of 
Thamud, because they were the leaders and chiefs. 
Al-* Awfi reported that Ibn * Abbas said: "These were the 
people who killed the shecamel,” Meaning, that happened 
upon their instigation, may Allah curse them. Allah [SWT] 
says: 

Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Hatim said: "When they 
killed the she-camel, Salih said to them: ("Enjoy 


yourselves in your homes for three days. This is a promise 
(i.e., a threat) that will not be belied.") (11:65). They said: 
~Salih claims that he will finish with us in three 
days, but we will finish him and his family before 
the three days are over.’ Salih had a place of 
worship in a rocky tract in a valley, where he used 
to pray. So they set out to go to a cave there one 
night, and said, “When he comes to pray, we will 
kill him, then we will return. When we have 
finished him off, we will go to his family and finish 
them off too.' 

Then Allah [SWT] sent down a rock upon them from 
the mountains round about; they feared that it would 
crush them, so they ran into the cave and the rock covered 
the mouth of the cave while they were inside. Their people 
did not know where they were or what had happened to 
them. So Allah [SWT] punished some of them here, and 


some of them there, and He saved Salih and the people 
who were with him. Then he recited the statement: (So, 
they plotted a plot, and We planned a plan, while they 
perceived not. Then see how was the end of their plot! 
Verily, We destroyed them and their nation, all together. 
These are their houses in utter ruin,) i.e., deserted.” (for 
they did wrong. Verily, in this is indeed an Ayah for people 
who know. And We saved those who believed, and had 
Taqwa of Allah.) 

Allah [SWT] saved Salih and his followers from their 
wicked plans. Heavy hearted, they left the evil doers and 
moved to another place. Three days after Salih's 
warning, thunderbolts filled the air, followed by 
severe earthquakes which destroyed the entire 
tribe and its homeland. The land was violently 
shaken, destroying all living creatures in it. 

See pictures below for som samples of buildings: 


Tyranny and oppression became prevalent as evil men 
ruled the land. Therefore, Allah [SWT sent unto them His 
Prophet Salih. 

There was one terrific cry which had hardly ended 
when the disbeliveers of Salih's people were struck dead, 
one and all, at the same time. Neither their strong 
buildings nor their rock curved homes could protect them. 


Chapter 5 
SOME STORIES DURING THE 
LIFE OF PROPHET IBRAHIM 


5.1 STORY OF HOW INBRAHIM (AS) FOUND 
ALLAH [SWT] 





5-2 STORY OF IBRAHIM (AS) DISTROYING 
IDOLS 
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5-3 STORY OF TIBRUHAIM THROWING IN 
THE FIRE WHICH TURNED COOL 


Although Ibrahim's people admitted their fault, they 
are said to have ignored Ibraham's warning and instead 
retaliated by throwing him into a fire and exclaiming 
"protect your gods”. The decision to burn Ibrahim (AS) to 
death was affirmed by the priests and the king of Babylon, 
Nimrod. The news spread like a wild fire in the kingdom, 
and people were coming from all places to watch the 
execution. 

A huge pit was dug up and a large quantity of wood 
was piled up. Then the biggest fire people ever witnessed 
was lit. The fire flames were so high up in the sky that the 
birds could not fly over it for fear of being burned ! 
Ibrahim's hands and feet were chained, and he was put in 
a catapult to throw him into the fire. At that time, Angel 


Jibreel came to him and said: "O Ibrahim! Is there 
anything you wish for?" Ibrahim could have asked to 
be saved from the fire, to be taken away, but no, he said: 
"I only wish that Allah be pleased with me." 

With respect to people's reaction of Ibrahim’s preaching, 
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(So nothing was the answer of people except that they said: "Kill him or 
bum him." Then Allah saved him from the fire. Verily, in this are indeed signs for 
a people who believe. And (Ibrahim) said: "You have taken idols instead of Allah. 
The love between you is only in the life of this world, but on the Day of 
Resurrection, you shall deny each other, and curse each other, and your abode 
will be the Fire, and you shall have no helper.") (Quran 29:24-25) 


Allah [SWT] tells us how Ibrahim's people stubbornly 
and arrogantly disbelieved, and how they resisted the 
truth with falsehood. After Ibrahim addressed them with 











his words of clear guidance, (except that they said: "Kill 
him or burn him.") This was because proof had clearly 
been established against them, so they resorted to using 
their power and strength. 

The catapult was released, and Ibrahim was thrown in 
the heart of the fire. But Allah [SWT] ordered the fire: "O 
fire! Be coolness and safety for Ibrahim!" And the 
miracle happened. The fire obeyed and burned only his 
chains. Ibrahim came out from it as if he was coming out 
from a garden, peaceful, his face illuminated, and not a 
trace of smoke on his clothes. People watched in shock 
and said: "Amazing! Ibrahim's God has saved him from 
the fire!" The people’s faces were black from the smoke, 
but his was bright with the light and grace of Allah [SWT]. 
The raging fire had become cool for Ibrahim (AS). Cries of 
astonishment were heard from the heathens. This miracle 
shamed the tyrants, but it did not cool the flame of anger 


in their hearts. However after his event some of the people 
followed Ibrahim (AS), although they kept their belief a 
secret for fear of harm or death at the hands of the rulers. 
When they threw him he said, “Sufficient for me is Allah 
[SWT], and He is the best disposer of affairs." In Surah al- 
Imran, the Quran confirms: 
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(Verily, the people have gathered against you, therefore, fear them, But it 


increased them in faith, and they said: "Alah is sufficient for us, and He is the 
best disposer of affairs.") (Quran 3:173). 


This is similar to what Al-Bukhari recorded from Ibn 
“Abbas that Ibrahim said, "Sufficient for me is Allah, and 
He is the best disposer of affairs," when he was thrown 
into the fire. But Allah would not allow His Prophet to be 
killed. Sa'id bin Jubayr reported that Ibn Abbas said: 
"When Ibrahim was thrown into the fire, the keeper 
(angel) of the rain said: ‘When will I be commanded to 
send rain’ But the command of Allah [SWT] was more 

















swift. Allah [SWT] said as the Quran confirms: 
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(We said: "O fre! Be you cool and safety for Ibrahimi" And they wanted to 
harm him, but We made them the worst losers.) (Quran 21:69-70). 'The 








Quran also confirms: 
EAN ta Lar 9 TG- peal gd CST TG 
(They said: "Build for him a bullding and throw him into the blazing fire!" 
cee nd @ plot against him, but We made them the lowest.) (Quran 

Allah [SWT] tells us that He saved Ibrahim from the 
fire lit by his people, and brought him out from among 
them, migrating to the land of Ash-Sham, to the sacred 
regions thereof. 

After Allah [SWT] command: (O fire! Be you cool and 
safety for Ibrahim!), Ibn kathiir explains that at that 
moment there was no fire left on earth that was not 
extinguished." Ibn ‘Abbas and Abu Al-* Aliyah said: "Were 
it not for the fact that Allah said: (and safety), Ibrahim 

















(AS) would have been harmed by its coldness." Qatadah 
said: "On that day there was no creature that did not try to 
extinguish the fire for Ibrahim (AS), except for the gecko." 
Az -Zuhri said: "The Prophet (SAW) commanded that it 
should be killed, and called it a harmful vermin.” The next 
statement: (And they wanted to harm him, but We made 
them the worst losers) meaning they were defeated and 
humiliated, because they wanted to plot against the 
Prophet of Allah, but Allah [SWT] planned against them 
and saved him from the fire, and thus they were defeated. 


5-4 STORY OF IBRAHIM’S DEBATES THE 
BABYLONIAN KING, NIMRUD 


After safey of Ibrahim (AS) from the fire, Ibrahim's 
fame spread throughout the entire kingdom. People talked 
about how he had been saved from the blazing fire. the 


king of Babylon felt that his throne was in danger, and that 
he was loosing power, because he was pretending that he 
was a god. He sent for Ibrahim (AS). He wanted to debate 
with him and show his people that he, the king is indeed 
the god, and Ibrahim (AS) was a liar. He asked Ibrahim 
(AS): What can your god do that I cannot? 

Ibrahim said: ‘My Lord is He Who gives life and 
death’. The king said proudly: ‘I give life and death. I 
can bring a person from the street and have him 
executed, and I can grant my pardon to a person 
who was sentenced to death and save his life.’ 
Ibrahim said next: ‘Well my Lord Allah [SWT] makes 
the sun rise from the East; can you make it rise 
from the West?’ The king was confounded. He was 
beaten at his own game, on his own territory, in front of 
his own people! In Surah al-Bagrah, the Quran confirms: 
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Have you not looked at him who disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord 
(awn), because Alan hag gwen nim the kingdom When Ibrahim said (to him) 
"My Lord is He Who gives life and causes death.” He said, "I give life and cause 


death.” Ibrahim said, “Verily, Allah brings the sun from the east; then bring It 
you from the west." So the disbeliever was utterly defeated, And Allah guides 











not the people, who are wrongdoers.) (Quran 2:258) 





Ibn kathir explains that Mujahid said, "The kings who 
ruled the eastern and western parts of the world were four, 
two believers and two disbelievers. As for the two 
believing kings, they were Sulayman bin Dawud and Dhul- 
Qarnayn. As for the two disbelieving kings, they were 
Nimrud and Nebuchadnezzar." Allah knows best. Allah’s 
statement: (Have you not looked) means, "With your 
heart, O Muhammad!" The statement: (at him who 
disputed with Ibrahim about his Lord) means, about the 
existence of Allah [SWT]. Nimrud denied the existence of 


a god other than himself, as he claimed, just as Fir'awn 
said later to his people, 
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(1 know not that you have a god other than me) (Quran 28:38). 
What made Nimrud commit this transgression, utter 
disbelief and arrant rebellion was his tyranny and the fact 
that he ruled for a long time. This is why the Ayah 
continued: (Because Allah had given him the kingdom.) It 
appears that Nimrud asked Ibrahim (AS) to produce proof 
that Allah [SWT] exists. Ibrahim (AS) replied: (My Lord is 
He Who gives life and causes death) meaning, "The proof 
of Allah's existence is the creations that exist after they 
were nothing and perish after they had existed. This only 
proves the existence of the Creator, Who does what He 
wills, for these things could not have occurred on their 
own without a Creator who created them, and He is the 
Lord that I call to for worship, Alone without a partner.” 





This is when Nimrod said: (I give life and cause 
death.) Qatadah, Muhammad bin Ishaq and As-Suddi said 
that he meant, "Two men who deserved execution were to 
be brought before me, and I would command that one of 
them be killed, and he would be killed. I would command 
that the second man be pardoned, and he would be 
pardoned. This is how I bring life and death." However, it 
appears that since Nimrud did not deny the existence of a 
Creator, his statement did not mean what Qatadah said it 
meant. This explanation does not provide an answer to 
what Ibrahim (AS) said. Nimrod arrogantly and defiantly 
claimed that he was the creator and pretended that it was 
he who brings life and death. Later on, Fir'awn imitated 
him and announced: (I know not that you have a god other 
than me) (Quran 28: 38). 

This is why Ibrahim (AS) said to Nimrud: (Verily, 
Allah brings the sun from the east; then bring it you from 


the west.) This Ayah means, "You claim that it is you who 
brings life and death. He who brings life and death 
controls the existence and creates whatever is in it, 
including controlling its planets and their movements. For 
instance, the sun rises everyday from the east. Therefore, 
if you were god, as you claimed, bringing life and death, 
then bring the sun from the west.” Since the king was 
aware of his weakness, inadequacy and that he was not 
able to reply to Ibrahim's request, he was idle, silent and 
unable to comment. Therefore, the proof was established 
against him. 

Allah said: (And Allah guides not the people, who are 
wrongdoers) meaning, Allah [SWT] deprives the unjust 
people of any valid proof or argument. Furthermore, their 
false proof and arguments are annulled by their Lord, and 
they have earned His anger and will suffer severe torment. 
Ibrahim (AS) refuted both claims of Nimrud, all praise is 


due to Allah [SWT]. As-Suddi stated that the debate 
between Ibrahim and Nimrod occurred after Ibrahim was 
thrown in the fire, for Ibrahim did not meet the king 
before that day. Ibrahim (AS) left him there speechless 
and went back to his important mission, calling people to 
worship Tawheed i.e. the one and only God, Allah [SWT]. 

Abraham's fame spread throughout the entire 
kingdom. People talked about how he had been saved 
from the blazing fire and how he had debated with the 
king and left him speechless. In the meantime, Abraham 
continued calling people to believe in Allah, exerting a 
great effort to guide his people to the right path. He tried 
every means to convince them. However in spite of his 
love and care for his people, they felt angry and deserted 
him. 

In Surah al-Imran, the Quran confirm: 








(Those to whom the people said, "Verily, the people have gathered against you, 
therefore, fear them." But it (only) Increased them in faith, and they said: “Allah 
is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs." So they returned with 
‘grace and bounty from Alah. No harm touched them; and they folowed the 
pleasure of Allah, And Allah is the Owner of great bounty. It is only Shaytan that 
Suggests to you the fear of his friends; so fear them not, but fear Me, if you are 
indeed believers.) (Quran 3: 173-175) 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (Those 
unto whom the people said, "Verily, the people have 
gathered against you, therefore, fear them.” But it (only) 
increased them in faith) means, those who threatened the 
people, saying that the disbelievers have amassed against 
them, in order to instill fear in them, but this did not 
worry them, rather, they trusted in Allah [SWT] and 


sought His help: (and they said: "Allah is Sufficient for us, 











and He is the Best Disposer of affairs.") Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Ibn “Abbas said: ("Allah Alone is Sufficient 
for us and He is the Best Disposer of affairs for us.") 
"Ibrahim said it when he was thrown in fire. Muhammad 
said it when the people said, ‘Verily, the people have 
gathered against you, therefore, fear them.’ But it only 
increased them in faith, and they said, ‘Allah is Sufficient 
for us and He is the Best Disposer of affairs for us." 

Abu Bakr Ibn Marduwyah recorded that Anas bin 
Malik said that the Prophet (SAW) was told on the day of 
Uhud, "Verily, the people have gathered against you, 
therefore, fear them." Thereafter, Allah sent down the 
Ayah 93:173). This is why Allah said: (So they returned 
with grace and bounty from Allah [SWT]. No harm 
touched them;) for when they relied on Allah [SWT], Allah 
[SWT] took care of their worries, He confounded the plots 
of their enemies, and the Muslims returned to their land: 


(with grace and bounty from Allah [SWT]. No harm 
touched them;) safe from the wicked plots of their 
enemies: (and they followed the pleasure of Allah. And 
Allah is the Owner of great bounty.) 

Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Ibn “Abbas said about 
Allah's statement: (So they returned with grace and 
bounty from Allah,) "The ‘Grace’ was that they were 
saved. The ‘Bounty’ was that a caravan passed by, and 
those days were (Hajj) season days. Thus the Messenger of 
Allah bought and sold and made a profit, which he divided 
between his Companions." Allah [SWT] then said: (It is 
only Shaytan that suggests to you the fear of his friends,) 
(3:175) meaning, Shaytan threatens you with his friends 
and tries to pretend they are powerful and fearsome. Allah 
[SWT] said next: (so fear them not, but fear Me, if you are 
indeed believers.) meaning, "If Shaytan brings these 
thoughts to you, then depend on Me and seek refuge with 


Me. Indeed, I shall suffice you and make you prevail over 


them." Similarly, Allah [SWT] said, 
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(Is not Allah Sufficient for His servant Yet they try to frighten you with those 


besides Him!) (39: 36)... Say: “Sufficient for me is Allah; in Him those 
who trust must put their trust.*) (Quran 39:38). 








[SWT] said, 





Gigs OS 2 LEY a TL ap 


(So fight you against the friends of Shaytan; ever feeble Indeed is the plot of 
Shaytan.) (Quran 4:76); and, 
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(They are the party of Shaytan. Verily, it is the party of Shaytan that will be the 
losers!) (Quran 58:19) 
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(Allah has decreed: "Verily, it is I and My Messengers who shall be the 
victorious." Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, All-Mighty.) (Quran 58:21); and, 








(Verily, Allah will help those who help His (cause).) (Quran 22:40) 
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And, 
Only one woman and one man of Ibrahim’s people shared 
his firm belief in Allah [SWT]. The woman's name was 
Sarah, who became his wife and the man's name was Lut, 
his nephew, who became a prophet. When Ibrahim (AS) 
realized that no one else was going to believe in his call, he 
decided to emigrate. 


5.5 STORY OF ZAMZAM 
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5-6 STORY OF ISMAIL’S SACRIFICE 


Regarding Command of Sacrifice, The Quran 
confirms: 
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(102. And, when he (his son) was old enough to walk with him, he said: "O my 
son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you. So look what you 
think!" He said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded, if Allah wills, 
you shall find me of the patient.") (103, Then, when they had both submitted 
themselves, and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead;) (104. We called out 
to him: "O Ibrahimi") (105. "You have fulfilled the dream!" Verily, thus do We 
reward the doers of good.) (106. Very, that indeed was a manifest trial.) (107. 
‘And We ransomed him with a great sacrfice;) (108. And We left for him among 
the later generations.) (109. "Salam (peace!) be upon Ibrahim!") (110. Thus 
indeed do We reward the doers of good.) (Quran 37:102-110) 











The statement (And, when he (his son) was old 


enough to walk with him,) means, when he grew up and 
started to go with his father and walk with him, for 
Ibrahim used to go every so often to check on his son and 
his mother in the land of Faran (i.e., Makkah), to see how 
they were doing. It was said that he used to ride on Al- 
Buraq, travelling there swiftly, and Allah knows best. It 
was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, peace be upon him, 
Mujahid, *Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr, ‘Ata’ AlKhurasani, 
Zayd bin Aslam and others that (And, when he (his son) 
was old enough to walk with him,) means, when he 
became a young man and was able to work as his father 
did. 

With respect to the statement (And, when he (his son) 
was old enough to walk with him, he said: "O my son! I 
have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you. So look 
what you think!") *Ubayd bin `Umayr said, "The dreams 
of the Prophets are revelation," then (he said: "O my son! I 


have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you. So look 
what you think!"). He told his son that in order to make it 
easier for him, and also to test his patience and resolve, at 
a young age, in obeying Allah and obeying his father. (He 
said: "O my father! Do that which you are commanded...") 
means, ‘obey the command of Allah and sacrifice me.’ (if 
Allah wills, you shall find me of the patient) meaning, `I 
will be patient and will seek the reward for that with 
Allah.’ He, may peace and blessings be upon him, believed 
in what had been promised. The Quran confirms: 

The statement (then, when they had both submitted 
themselves, and he had laid him prostrate on his 
forehead;) means, when both of them had pronounced the 
Shahadah and remembered Allah -- Ibrahim because he 
was about to offer a sacrifice and Isma ‘il because he was 
about to die. Or it was said that "submitted themselves” 
means that they submitted and followed the command of 


Allah [SWT]; Ibrahim (AS) obeyed the command of Allah 
[SWT] and Ismail obeyed Allah [SWT] and his father 
(ASo. This was the view of Mujahid, `Ikrimah, Qatadah, 
As-Suddi and Ibn Ishaq, and others. The meaning of the 
phrase "and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead" is: 
he placed him facedown so that he could slaughter him 
from behind, and not have to see his face at the time of 
slaughter, so that it would be easier for him 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn “Abbas, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, "When the rituals were enjoined 
upon Ibrahim, peace be upon him, the Shaytan appeared 
to him at the Mas`a and raced with him, but Ibrahim got 
there first. Then Jibril, upon him be peace, took him to 
Jamrat Al-* Aqabah and the Shaytan appeared to him, so 
he stoned him with seven pebbles until he disappeared. 
Then he appeared him at Al-Jamrah Al-Wusta and he 
stoned him with seven pebbles. Then he laid him prostrate 


on his face. Isma ‘il, peace be upon him, was wearing a 
white shirt, and he said, `O my father, I do not have any 
garment in which I can be shrouded apart from this; take 
it off me so that you can shroud me in it.’ He started to 
take it off, then he was called from behind: (O Ibrahim! 
You have fulfilled the dream!) Ibrahim turned, and saw a 
fine, horned, white ram." Ibn “Abbas said, "We used to 
look for similar types of rams." Hisham mentioned this 
Hadith at length in Al-Manasik. 

'As-Suddi and others said that he passed the knife 
over Isma`il's neck, but it did not cut him at all, because a 
sheet of copper was placed between them. Ibrahim was 
called at that point, and it was said: (You have fulfilled the 
dream!) The statement (Verily, thus do We reward the 
doers of good.) means, ‘this is how We deal with those 
who obey Us in things that are difficult for them; We make 
for them a way out.' As Allah says: 


The purpose of His command had been primarily to 
reward His close Friend for his patience and resolve in 
sacrificing his son. Allah’s statement: (Verily, that indeed 
was a manifest trial.) means, it was clearly a test when he 
was commanded to sacrifice his son, so, he hastened to do 
it, in submission to the command of Allah and in 
obedience to Him. Allah said: (And of Ibrahim who 
fulfilled all that.) (Quran 53:37), and the statement (And 
We ransomed him with a great sacrifice) was reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "A ram 
which had grazed in Paradise for forty years." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Safiyyah bint Shaybah 
said, "A woman from Bani Sulaym, who was the midwife 
of most of the people in our household, told me that the 
Messenger of Allah sent for *Uthman bin Talhah, may 
Allah be pleased with him." On one occasion she said, "I 
asked *Uthman, ‘Why did the Prophet call you' He said, 


`The Messenger of Allah said to me, (I saw the horns of 
the ram when I entered the House (i.e., the Ka“ bah), and I 
forgot to tell you to cover them up; cover them up, for 
there should not be anything in the House which could 
distract the worshipper.)"" Sufyan said, "The horns of the 
ram remained hanging in the House until it was burned, 
and they were burned too." This offers independent 
evidence that the one who was to be sacrificed was 
Isma ‘il, peace be upon him. The Quraysh had inherited 
the horns of the ram that Ibrahim sacrificed, and they had 
been passed down from generation to generation, until the 
Messenger of Allah was sent. And Allah knows best. 

We find this in the Book of Allah [SWT], because 
when Allah [SWT] finishes the story of the one of the two 
sons of Ibrahim who was to be sacrificed, He then says: 
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(And We gave him the glad tidings of Ishaq -- a Prophet from the righteous. We 
Dessed him and Ishaq. And of their progeny are (some) that do right, and some 
that pany wrong themsewves.) (Quran 37:112-113); 


And, 
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(So, We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq and after Ishaq, of Ya`qub) (Quran 
11:71). 

Allah’s statement (And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, 
and Ya`qub Nafilatan.) `Ata' and Mujahid said, "Nafilatan 
means as a gift." Ibn `Abbas, Qatadah and AlHakam bin 
`Uyaynah said, "The gift of a son who has a son," meaning 
that Ya`qub was the son of Ishaq. Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam said, "He asked for one (son), and said, 
("My Lord! Grant me from the righteous.") So Allah gave 
him Ishaq, and gave him Ya`qub in addition. The 
statement: (and We revealed to them the doing of good 











deeds, performing Salah, and the giving of Zakah,) Here 
the general is followed by the specific. The statement: (and 
of Us (Alone) they were the worshippers) means, they did 
what they enjoined others to do. 


5-7 BUILDING OF KA’BAH 


Ibrahim (AS) then came back visiting and found 
Isma'il behind the Zamzam well, next to a tree, mending 
his arrows. When he saw Ibrahim (AS), he stood up and 
they greeted each other, just as the father and son greet 
each other. Ibrahim (AS) said, `O Isma’il, Your Lord has 
ordered me to do something.’ He said, “Obey your Lord.’ 
He asked Isma’il (AS), “Will you help me’ He said, “Yes, I 
will help you.’ Ibrahim (AS) said, ‘Allah [SWT] has 
commanded me to build a house for Him there, ' and he 
pointed to an area that was above ground level. So, both of 


them rose and started to raise the foundations of the 
House. ibrahim (AS) started building (the Ka’bah), while 
Isma'il continued handing him the stones. The Archangel 
Jabril brought from Paradise a stone, known as the Black 
Stone (Al-Hajar Al-Aswad), which was set into one corner 
of the Ka'bah. Ibrahim (AS) and Isma'il were building the 
House, part by part, going around it and saying: (Our 
Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, you are the 
Hearer, the Knower). The Quran confirms: 

pala Gents af CO É (JG 





(Our Lord! Accept (this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the 
Knower.) 


With respect to buiding of Kabbah, Quran confirms: 
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(And (remember) when We made the House (the Ka’ bah at Makkah) a 
place of resort for mankind and a place of safety. And take you (people) the 
Magam (place) of Ibrahim (or the stone on which Ibrahim as a place ....., ) 
(Quran 2:125). 











Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas commented on 
Allah's statement, (And (remember) when We made the 
House (the Ka*bah at Makkah) a place of resort for 
mankind) "They do not remain in the House, they only 
visit it and return to their homes, and then visit it again.” 
Also, Abu Ja’far Ar-Razi narrated from Ar-Rabi* bin Anas 
from Abu Al-* Aliyah who said that, statement (And 
(remember) when We made the House (the Ka*bah at 
Makkah) a place of resort for mankind and a place of 
safety) means, "Safe from enemies and armed conflict. 
During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people were often 
victims of raids and kidnapping, while the people in the 
area surrounding it (Al-Masjid Al-Haram) were safe and 
not subject to kidnapping.” Also, Mujahid, ‘Ata’, As- 
Suddi, Qatadah and Ar-Rabi* bin Anas were reported to 
have said that the Ayah (2:125) means, "Whoever enters it 
shall be safe." 





This Ayah indicates that Allah [SWT] honoured the 
Sacred House, which Allah [SWT] made as a safe refuge 
and safe haven. Therefore, the souls are eager, but never 
bored, to conduct short visits to the House, even every 
year. This is because Allah accepted the supplication of 
His Khalil, Ibrahim (AS), when he asked Allah [SWT] to 
make the hearts of people eager to visit the House. 
Ibrahim (AS) said as it is confirmed in Quran (.... Our 
Lord! And accept my invocation .....) (Quran 14:40). 

Allah [SWT] described the House as a safe resort and 
refuge, for those who visit it are safe, even if they had 
committed acts of evil. This honor comes from the honor 
of the person who built it first, Khalil Ar-Rahman, just as 
Allah [SWT] said, 


Al-Awfi reported that Ibn Abbas commented on 
Allah's statement, (And (remember) when We made the 
House (the Ka*bah at Makkah) a place of resort for 
mankind) "They do not remain in the House, they only 
visit it and return to their homes, and then visit it again.” 
Also, Abu Ja’far Ar-Razi narrated from Ar-Rabi* bin Anas 
from Abu Al-* Aliyah who said that, statement (And 
(remember) when We made the House (the Ka*bah at 
Makkah) a place of resort for mankind and a place of 
safety) means, "Safe from enemies and armed conflict. 
During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people were often 
victims of raids and kidnapping, while the people in the 
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This Ayah indicates that Allah [SWT] honoured the 
Sacred House, which Allah [SWT] made as a safe refuge 
and safe haven. Therefore, the souls are eager, but never 
bored, to conduct short visits to the House, even every 
year. This is because Allah accepted the supplication of 
His Khalil, Ibrahim (AS), when he asked Allah [SWT] to 
make the hearts of people eager to visit the House. 
Ibrahim (AS) said as it is confirmed in Quran (.... Our 
Lord! And accept my invocation .....) (Quran 14:40). 

Allah [SWT] described the House as a safe resort and 
refuge, for those who visit it are safe, even if they had 
committed acts of evil. This honor comes from the honor 
of the person who built it first, Khalil Ar-Rahman, just as 
Allah [SWT] said, 
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(And (remember) when We showed Ibrahim the site of the (Sacred) House 
(the Ka’ bah at Makkah) (saying): "Associate not anything (in worship) with 
Me...") (22:26) and, 
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(Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at 

Bakkah (Makkah), full of blessing, and a guidance for Al-" Alamin (mankind and 

Jinn). In it are manifest signs (for example), the Magam (place) of Ibrahim; 
Whosoever enters it, he attains security) (Quran 3:96-97). 

The last honourable Ayah emphasized the honour of 
Tbrahim's Maqam, and the instruction to pray next to it, 
(And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a 
place of prayer). The Maqam of Ibrahim Sufyan Ath- 
Thawri reported that Sa*id bin Jubayr commented on the 
Ayah, (And take you (people) the Maqam (place) of 
Ibrahim as a place of prayer) "The stone (Maqam) is the 
standing place of Ibrahim, Allah's Prophet, and a mercy 











from Allah. Ibrahim stood on the stone, while Isma ‘il was 
handing him the stones (constructing the Ka*bah)."As- 
Suddi said, "The Maqam of Ibrahim is a stone which 

Isma ‘il's wife put under Ibrahim's feet when washing his 
head.” Al-Qurtubi mentioned this, but he considered it 
unauthentic, although others gave it prefrence, Ar-Razi 
reported it in his Tafsir from Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Qatadah, 
and Ar-Rabi* bin Anas. 

The starting point for the cireumambulation of the 
Holy Ka’bah is where Ibrahim (AS), by the command of 
Allah [SWT], placed the Black Stone in the eastern corner 
of the Ka’bah. As constructed by Ibrahim (AS) and his son 
Isma’il (AS), the Ka’bah was a roofless, rectangular 
building, with two doors at ground level for access and 
with a semi-circular back wall. The measurements of the 
ka’bah's foundation by Prophet Ibrahim (AS) was:Eastern 
wall was 48 feet and 6 inches; Hateem side wall was 33 
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feet; Side between the black stone and the Yemeni corner 
was 30 feet Western side was 46.5 feet. This small building 
was constructed and reconstructed by Prophets Adam, 
Ibrahim, Ismail and Muhammad (peace be upon them 
all). No other building has had this honour. Yet, not very 
much is known about the details of this small but 
significant building. 

Following this, there were several constructions 
before Prophet Muhammad Muhammad's time. At the 
time of Muuhammad about 15 years before he was 
proclaimed as the Prophet and Messenger of Allah [SWT], 
Quraish of Makkah reconstructed Ka’bah. Muhammad 
(SAW) participated in one of its reconstructions. Since the 
tribe of Quraish did not have sufficient funds at that 
collected from Halal mmney, this reconstruction did not 
include the entire foundation of ka’bah as built by Prophet 
Ibrahim (AS). This is the first time ka’bah acquired the 


cubical shape it has now, unlike the rectangle shape which 
it had earlier. The portion of the ka’bah left out is called 
Hateem now. The current height of the Holy Ka'bah is 39 
feet, 6 inches and total size comes to 627 square feet. 

The inside room of the Holy Ka’bah is 13 x 9 meters. 
The Holy Ka’bah's walls are one meter wide. The floor 
inside is 2.2 meters higher than the place where people 
perform Tawaaf. The ceiling and roof are two levels made 
out of wood. They were reconstructed with teak which is 
capped with stainless steel. The walls are all made of 
stone. The stones inside are unpolished, while the ones 
outside are polished. There are four corners of Holy 
Ka’bah and those are: The Black Stone Corner (Rukan- 
a-Hijjar-a~Aswad); the Shami Corner (Rukan-a-Shami); 
the Yamani Corner (Rukan-a-Yamani); and the Iraqi 
Corner (Rukan-a-Iraqi). The current construction plan 
and outside & inside views of ka’bah is shown below: 
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NOTE: An Ethiopian will destroy the Ka`aba Just 
Before the Last Hour. The Two Sahihs recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said: (The 


Ka ‘bah will be destroyed by Dhus-Sawigqatayn (literally, a 
person with two lean legs) from Ethiopia.) Also, Ibn 
“Abbas said that the Prophet (SAW) said: (As if I see him 
now: a black person with thin legs plucking the stones of 
the Ka`aba one after another.) Al-Bukhari recorded this 
Hadith. Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded in his Musnad 
that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-As said that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah say: (Dhus-Sawiqatayn from Ethiopia 
will destroy the Ka*bah and will loot its adornments and 
cover. It is as if I see him now: bald, with thin legs striking 
the Ka‘ bah with his ax.) This will occur after the 
appearance of Gog and Magog people. Al-Bukhari 
recorded that Abu Sa`id Al-Khudri said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: (There will be Hajj and “Umrah 
to the House after the appearance of Gog and Magog 
people.) 
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5-8 STORY OF PERFORMING HAJJ 


In Surah al-Imran, the Quran confirms: 

Subsequent to the construction of Ka'bah, each year, 
Ibrahim (AS) returned to Makkah to perform the Hajj as 
ordained in the above commendment. 

Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Jabir, describing the Hajj 
(pilgrimage) of the Prophet said, "When the Prophet 
performed Tawaf, ‘Umar asked him, “Is this the Maqam 
of our father' He said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Umar said, “Should we take 
it a place of prayer’ So Allah revealed, (And take you 
(people) the Maqam (place) of Ibrahim as a place of 
prayer.") 

Also, Ibn Jarir narrated that Jabir said, "After Allah’s 
Messenger (SAW) kissed the Black Stone, he went around 
the house three times in a fast pace and four times in a 
slow pace. He then went to Maqam of Ibrahim, with it 


between him and the House, and prayed two Rak`ahs." 
This is part of the long Hadith that Muslim recorded in 
Sahih. Al-Bukhari recorded that “Amr bin Dinar said that 
he heard Ibn `Umar say, "Allah’s Messenger (SAW) 
performed Tawaf around the House seven times and then 
prayed two Rak’ahs behind the Maqam." 

All these texts indicate that the Maqam is the stone 
that Ibrahim was standing on while building the House. As 
the House's walls became higher, Isma ‘il brought his 
father a stone, so that he could stand on it, while Isma ‘il 
handed him the stones. Ibrahim would place the stones on 
the wall, and whenever he finished one side, he would 
move to the next side, to complete the building all around. 
Ibrahim kept repeating this until he finished building the 
House, as we will describe when we explain the story of 
Ibrahim and Isma ‘il and how they built the House, as 
narrated from Ibn “Abbas and collected by Al-Bukhari. 
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Ibrahim's footprints were still visible in the stone, and the 
Arabs knew this fact during the time of Jahiliyyah. This is 
why Abu Talib said in his poem known as *Al-Lamiyyah’, 
"And Ibrahim's footprint with his bare feet on the stone is 
still visible." The Muslims also saw Ibrahim's footprints on 
the stone, as Anas bin Malik said, "I saw the Maqam with 
the print of Ibrahim's toes and feet still visible in it, but 
the footprints dissipated because of the people rubbing the 
stone with their hands." Earlier, the Maqam was placed 
close to the Ka`aba's wall. In the present time, the Maqam 
is placed next to Al-Hijr on the right side of those entering 
through the door. 

When Ibrahim (AS) finished building the House, he 
placed the stone next to the wall of Al-Ka’bah. Or, when 
the House was finished being built, Ibrahim just left the 
stone where it was last standing, and he was commanded 
to pray next to the stone when he finished the Tawaf 


(circumambulating). It is understandable that the Maqam 
of Ibrahim would stand where the building of the House 
ended. The Leader of the faithful Umar bin Al-Khattab, 
moved the stone away from the Ka*bah's wall during his 
reign. Umar (RAA) is one of the two men, whom Allah’s 
Messenger (SAW) described when he said, (Imitate the 
two men who will come after me: Abu Bakr and `Umar.) 
Umar was also the person whom the Qur'an agreed with 
regarding praying next to Maqam of Ibrahim. This is why 
none among the Companions rejected it when he moved it. 
Abdur-Razzaq reported from Ibn Jurayj from * Ata’, 
"`Umar bin Al-Khattab moved the Maqam back." Also, 

* Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Mujahid said that ‘Umar 
(RAA) was the first person who moved the Maqam back to 
where it is now standing." Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr, Ahmad bin 
`Ali bin AlHusayn Al-Bayhaqi recorded `A'ishah saying, 
"During the time of Allah’s Messenger (SAW) and Abu 


Bakr, the Maqam was right next to the House. ‘Umar 
moved the Maqam during his reign." This Hadith has an 
authentic chain of narration. In Surah al-Baqrah, the 
Quran confirms: 
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(And We commanded Ibrahim (Abraham) and Isma`il (Ishmael) that they 
Ereumarbuseng’e,r-staying ("tha or bowing or prostratng themseWes 
(there, in prayer).) (Quran 2:125) 

Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that Allah statement: (And We 
gave Our 'Ahd (command) to Ibrahim and Isma`il) means, 
"Allah ordered them to purify it from all filth and 
impurities, of which none should ever touch it.” Also, Ibn 
Jurayj said, "I said to `Ata', ‘What is Allah's `Ahd' He 
said, ‘His command." Also, Sa`id bin Jubayr said that Ibn 
“Abbas commented on the statement: (that they should 
purify My House (the Ka *bah) for those who are 














circumambulating it, or staying (I*tikaf)) "Purify it from 
the idols." Further, Mujahid and Sa ‘id bin Jubayr said 
that: (purify My House for those who are 
circumambulating it) means, "From the idols, sexual 
activity, false witness and sins of all kinds." Allah said: (for 
those who are performing Tawaf (cireumambulating) it). 
The Tawaf around the House is a well-established 
ritual, Sa`id bin Jubayr said that the statement: (for those 
who are circumambulating it) means, strangers (he means 
who do not live in Makkah), while; the statement: (or 
staying (I ‘tikaf)) is about those who live in the area of the 
Sacred House. Also, Qatadah and ArRabi* bin Anas said 
that I ‘tikaf is in reference to those who live in the area of 
the House, just as Sa`id bin Jubayr stated. Allah said: (or 
bowing or prostrating themselves (there, in prayer)). Ibn 
“Abbas said, when it is a place of prayer it includes those 
who are described as bowing and prostrating themselves. 


Also, `Ata' and Qatadah offered the same Tafsir. Purifying 
all Masjids is required according to this Ayah and 
according to Allah's statement, as the Quran confirms: 

There are many Ahadith that give a general order for 
purifying the Masjids and keeping filth and impurities 
away from them. This is why the Prophet (SAW) said: 
(The Masjids are established for the purpose that they 
were built for (i. e. worshipping Allah alone).) Imam Abu 
Ja`far bin Jarir At-Tabari narrated that Jabir bin 
“Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said, (Ibrahim 
made Allah's House a Sacred Area and a safe refuge. I 
have made what is between the two sides of AIMadinah a 
Sacred Area. Therefore, its game should not be hunted, 
and its trees should not be cut.) An-Nasa'i and Muslim 
also recorded this Hadith. There are several other Ahadith 
that indicate that Allah [SWT] made Makkah a sacred area 
before He created the heavens and earth. 


Abu Shurayh Al-Adawi said that he said to “Amr bin 
Sa`id while he was sending armies to Makkah, "O 
Commander! Let me narrate a Hadith that the Messenger 
of Allah said the day that followed the victory of Makkah. 
My ears heard the Hadith, my heart comprehended it, and 
my eyes saw the Prophet when he said it. He thanked 
Allah and praised him and then said, (Allah, not the 
people, made Makkah a sanctuary, so any person who has 
belief in Allah and the Last Day, should neither shed blood 
in it nor should he cut down its trees. If anybody argues 
that fighting in it is permissible on the basis that Allah's 
Messenger fought in Makkah, say to him, “Allah allowed 
His Messenger and did not allow you.’ Allah allowed me 
only for a few hours on that day (of the Conquest), and 
today its sanctity is valid as it was before. So, those who 
are present should inform those who are absent 
(concerning this fact).) Whilst Allah’s Messenger (SAW) 
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was written as the Final Prophet when Adam was still clay, 
yet, Ibrahim said, as Quran confirms: 
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("Our Lord! Send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall recite unto 


them Your verses and instruct them in the Book (this Quran), and purify them. 
Verily, You are the Mighty, the Wsse.") (Quran 2:129) 


Allah [SWT] accepted Ibrahim's supplication, 
although He had full knowledge beforehand that it will 
occur by His decree. To further elaborate on this subject, 
the Hadith is worth mrntioning about what the Messenger 
of Allah said when he was asked, "O Messenger of Allah! 
Tell us about how your prophethood started.” He said, (I 
am the supplication of my father Ibrahim, the good news 
of Jesus, the son of Mary, and my mother saw a light that 
radiated from her which illuminated the castles of Ash- 
Sham (Syria).) In this Hadith, the Companions asked the 
Messenger about the beginning of his prophethood. 

















Ibrahim supplicated a second time after the House was 
built and its people lived around it, after Ishaq who was 
born, when Isma`il was thirteen years old. This is why at 
the end of his supplication, Ibrahim said here as Quran 
confirms: 
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(All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has given me in old age 
Isma'il (Ishmael) and Ishaq (Isaac). Verily, my Lord is indeed the Hearer of 
invocations) (Quran 14:39). 


Sa`id bin Mansur said that `Attab bin Bashir 
informed us from Khasif, from Mujahid who said, "The 
Prophet Ibrahim supplicated, (and show us our Manasik). 
Jibril then came down, took him to the House and said, 
`Raise its foundations.’ Ibrahim raised the House's 
foundations and completed the building. Jibril held 
Tbrahim's hand, led him to As-Safa and said, ‘This is 











among the rituals of Allah.’ He then took him to Al- 
Marwah and said, “And this is among the rituals of Allah.’ 
He then took him to Mina until when they reached the 
`Aqabah, they found Iblis standing next to a tree. Jibril 
said, ‘Say Takbir (Allah is the Great) and throw (pebbles) 
at him." Ibrahim said the Takbir and threw (pebbles at) 
Iblis. Iblis moved to the middle Jamrah, and when Jibril 
and Ibrahim passed by him, Jibril said to Ibrahim, “Say 
Takbir and throw at him.’ Ibrahim threw at him and said 
Takbir. The devious Iblis sought to add some evil acts to 
the rituals of Hajj, but he was unable to succeed. Jibril 
took Ibrahim's hand and led him to Al-Mash*ar Al-Haram 
and ‘Arafat and said to him, ‘Have you `Arafta (known, 
learned) what I showed you' thrice. Ibrahim said, “Yes I 
did." Similar statements were reported from Abu Mijlaz 
and Qatadah. 

Allah [SWT] said, "O Muhammad! Remind your 


people when Ibrahim and Isma`il built the House and 
raised its foundations while saying: (Our Lord! Accept 
(this service) from us. Verily, You are the Hearer, the 
Knower.") The Prophets Ibrahim (ASo and Isma'il (AS) 
were performing a good deed, yet they asked Allah [SWT] 
to accept this good deed from them. Ibn Abi Hatim 
narrated that Wuhayb bin Al-Ward recited: (And 
(remember) when Ibrahim (AS) and (his son) Isma ‘il (AS) 
were raising the foundations of the House (the Ka’aba at 
Makkah), (saying), "Our Lord! Accept (this service) from 
us") and cried and said, "O Khalil of ArRahman! You raise 
the foundations of the House of Ar-Rahman (Allah), yet 
you are afraid that He will not accept it from you" This is 
the behaviour of the sincere believers. 


5-9 STORY OF THE DISTRUCTION OF 
PROPLE OF PROPHET LUT (AS) AT SODOM 


Prophet Ibrahim (AS) left Egypt accompanied by his 
nephew Lut (AS), who then went to the city of Sodom 
(Sadum), which was on the western shore of the Dead Sea. 
This city was filled with evil. Its residents waylaid, robbed 
and killed travelers. Another common evil among them 
was that men had sex with men instead of with women. 
This unnatural act later became known as sodomy (after 
the city of Sodom). It was practiced openly and 
unashamedly. It was at the height of these crimes and sins 
that Allah [SWT] revealed to Prophet Lut (AS) that he 
should summon the people to give up their indecent 
behaviour, but they were so deeply sunk in their immoral 
habits that they were deaf to Lut's preaching. Swamped in 
their unnatural desires, they refused to listen, even when 
Lut (AS) warned them of Allah's punishment. Instead, 
they threatened to drive him out of the city if he kept on 
preaching. In Surah ash-Shw’ara, the Quran confirms: 
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(The people of Lut denied the Messengers. When their brother Lut said to them: 
“Will you not have Taqwa"). *Venly, 1 am a trustworthy Messenger to you." "So, 
have Taqwa of Allah, and obey me.”) "No reward do I ask of you for it; my 
reward is only from the Lord of all that exits.") (Quran 26:160-164) 














Here Allah [SWT] tells us about His servant and 
Messenger Lut (AS). He was Lut bin Haran bin Azar, the 
nephew of Ibrahim Al-Khalil, upon him be peace. Allah 
[SWT] sent him to a mighty nation during the lifetime of 
Ibrahim (AS). They lived in Sadum (Sodom) and its 
vicinity, which is well-known in the land of Al-Ghur (the 
Jordan Valley), bordering the mountains of Jerusalem, 
between the mountains and the land of Al-Karak and Ash- 
Shawbak. Lut (AS) called them to Allah [SWT], to worship 
Him alone with no partner or associate, and to obey the 
Messenger whom Allah [SWT] sent to them. He forbade 
from disobeying Allah [SWT] and committing the sin that 
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they had invented which was unknown on earth before 


their time; intercourse with males instead of with females. 


Allah [SWT] said, as the Quran continues: 
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(165. "Go you in unto the males of Al-"Alamin (people),") (166. "And leave 
those whom Alah has created for you to be your wives Nay, you are a 
trespassing peoplel") (167. They Said: "If you cease not, O Lut, verily, you will 
be one of those who are driven out!") (168, He said: "I am indeed of those who 
disapprove with severe anger and fury your behavior.") (169. "My Lord! Save 
me and my family from what they do.") (170. So, We saved him and his family, 
al) (171. Except an old woman among those who remained behind.) (Quran 


26:165-171) 
The Prophet of Allah forbade them from committing 
evil deeds and sextual intercourse with males, and he 
taught them that they should have intercourse with their 
wives whom Allah [SWT] had created for them. Their 
response was only to say: (If you cease not, O Lut,) 











meaning, “if you do no t give up what you have brought’: 
(verily, you will be one of those who are driven out) 
meaning, ‘we will expel you from among us." This is like 
the Ayah, 

CLEA ASS oF BIZ ATG TY 25 Cle OF Gp 
(There was no other answer glven by his people except that they said: "Drive 


Out the family of Lut from your city. Verily, these are men who want to be clean 
and puret”) (Quran 27:56). 


When he saw that they would not give up their ways, 
and that they were persisting in their misguidance, he 
declared his innocence of them, saying: (I am, indeed, of 
those who disapprove with severe anger and fury) 
meaning Of those who are outraged, I do not like it and I 
do not accept it, and I have nothing to do with you.’ Then 
he prayed to Allah [SWT] against them and said: (My 
Lord! Save me and my family from what they do.) Allah 
says next: (So, We saved him and his family, all. Except an 
old woman among those who remained behind.) This was 
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his wife, who was a bad old woman. She stayed behind and 
was destroyed with whoever else was left. This is similar to 
what Allah [SWT] says about them in Surat Al-A*raf and 
Surah Hud, and in Surat Al-Hijr, where Allah [SWT] 
commanded him to take his family at night, except for his 
wife, and not to turn around when they heard the Sayhah 
as it came upon his people. So they patiently obeyed the 
command of Allah [SWT] and persevered, and Allah sent 
upon the people a punishment which struck them all, and 
rained upon them stones of baked clay, piled up. 

The doings of his people saddened Lut’s heart. Their 
unwholesome reputation spread throughout the land, 
while he struggled against them. As the years passed, he 
persisted in his mission but to no avail. No one responded 
to his call and believed except for the members of his 
family, and even in his household, not all the members 
believed. Lut's wife, like Noah's wife, a disbeliever. Allah 


the Almighty 
declared, as in Surah al-Tahrim, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(Allah sets forth an example for those who disbelieve: the wife of Nuh and the 
wife of Lut. They were under two of our righteous servants, but they, both 
betrayed them. So, they availed them not against Alah and i was said: “Enter 
the Fire along with those who enter!") (Quran 66:10) 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah's statement: (Allah sets 
forth an example for those who disbelieve) means, the 
disbelievers who live together in this life with Muslims, 
their mixing and mingling with Muslims will not help the 
disbelievers, nor will it avail them with Allah [SWT], until 
and unless they gain faith in their hearts. Then Allah 
[SWT] mentioned the parable, saying: (the wife of Nuh 
and the wife of Lut. They were under two of our righteous 
servants,) means, they were the wives of two of Allah's 
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forth an example for those who disbelieve) means, the 
disbelievers who live together in this life with Muslims, 
their mixing and mingling with Muslims will not help the 
disbelievers, nor will it avail them with Allah [SWT], until 
and unless they gain faith in their hearts. Then Allah 
[SWT] mentioned the parable, saying: (the wife of Nuh 
and the wife of Lut. They were under two of our righteous 
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Messengers and were their companions by day and night, 
eating with them and sleeping with them, as much as any 
marriage contains of interaction between spouses. 
However: (they both betrayed them) meaning, in the faith, 
they did not adhere to the faith sent through their 
husbands nor accepted their message. Therefore, all the 
intimate knowledge of their husbands neither helped them 
nor prevented punishment, hence Allah's statement: (So, 
they availed them not against Allah) means, because their 
wives were disbelievers: (and it was said) meaning, to 
these wives: (Enter the Fire along with those who enter!) 

The part of the Ayah that reads: (but they both 
betrayed them) does not pertain to committing illegal 
sexual intercourse, but to refusing to accept the religion. 
Surely, the wives of the Prophets were immune from 
committing illegal sexual intercourse on account of the 
honor that Allah [SWT] has granted His Prophets. 


Al-* Awfi reported from Ibn “Abbas, "They betrayed them 
by not following their religion. The wife of Prophet Nuh 
(AS) used to expose his secrets, informing his oppressive 
people whenever any person embraced the faith with Nuh 
(AS). As for the wife of Prophet Lut (AS), she used to 
inform the people of the city (Sodom), who committed the 
awful sexual act (sodomy), whenever a guest was 
entertained by her husband." Ad-Dahhak reported that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, "No wife of a Prophet ever committed 
adultery and fornication. Rather, they betrayed them by 
refusing to follow their religion." Similar was said by 
“Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak and others. 

As in Surah 11:70 (discussed earlier) that angels who 
visited Ibrahim (AS) told him that they have come to 
destroy, the people of lut (AS), the Quran continues: 











pel bly OS AE iO Ta st Bt at - CA i pad 

8p S Ue 
(74, Then when the fear had gone away from (the mind of) Ibrahim, and the 
Glad tidings had reached him, he began to plead with Us (Our messengers) for 
the people of Lut.) (75. Verily, Ibrahim was, without doubt, forbearing, used to 
invoke Allah with humility, and was repentant.) (76. "O Ibrahim! Forsake this. 
Indeed, the commandment of your Lord has gone forth. Verily, there will come a 
torment for them which cannot be tured back.") (Quran 11:74-76) 

Allah [SWT] informs of what happened after the 
fright of Ibrahim left him and he felt no more fear of the 
angels when they refused to eat. After this, they gave him 
the glad tidings of the birth of a son and the destruction of 
the people of Lut. When they told him of this, he spoke to 
them as Sa’id bin Jubayr narrated concerning this verse. 
Sa'id said: When Jibril and the other angels who were with 
him came to Ibrahim (AS), they said: (Verily, we are going 
to destroy the people of this town.) Ibrahim (AS) said to 
them, "Will you destroy a town that has three hundred 











believers in it" They said, "No." He then said, "Will you 
destroy a town that has two hundred believers in it" They 
said, "No." He said, "Will you destroy a town that has forty 
believers in it" They said, "No." He then said, "Thirty" 
They still replied, "No." This continued until he said, 
"Five" They said, "No." Then he said, "What do you think 
if there is one Muslim man in the town, would you destroy 
it" They said, "No." With this, Ibrahim (AS) said: (But 
there is Lut in it. They said: "We know better who is there. 
We will verily, save him and his family except his 
wife.") Therefore, Ibrahim remained silent and his soul 
was at rest. Concerning Allah's statement: (Verily, Ibrahim 
was, without doubt, forbearing, used to invoke Allah 
[SWT] with humility, and was repentant (to Allah)) 
(11:75). This is a commendation for Ibrahim because of 
these beautiful characteristics. Then Allah says: (O 
Ibrahim! Forsake this. Indeed, the commandment of your 


Lord has gone forth.) This means the decree was settled 
concerning them and the Word was already given that 
they should be destroyed. The evil torment was coming to 
them, that cannot be averted from wicked people. 
The Quran continues: 
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(And when Our messengers came to Lut, he was grieved on account of them and 
was concerned for them. He said: "This i a distressful day.") (78. And his 
people came rushing towards him, and since aforetime they used to commit 
crimes, he said: "O my people! Here are my daughters, they are purer for you. 
So have Taqwa of Allah [SWT] and disgrace me not with regard to my guests! Is 
there not among you a single right-minded man") (79. They said: "Surely, you 
know that we have no need of your daughters, and indeed you know well what 
we want!") (Quran 11:77-79) 


Allah [SWT] informs about the coming of His 
messenger angels. After they informed Ibrahim (AS) of 
their mission to destroy the people of Lut, they left him 











and set out to destroy Lut's people that very night. After 
leaving Ibrahim (AS), they came to Lut (AS). Some say 
that they came to him while he was on a piece of land that 
belonged to him. Others say that they came to him while 
he was in his home. They approached him while they were 
in the most handsome of forms. They appeared in the 
forms of young men with handsome faces. This was a test 
from Allah [SWT] that contained much wisdom and a firm 
evidence. Their appearance saddened him (Lut) and he 
felt grief in his soul because of them. He was afraid that if 
he did not host them as his guests, someone else of his 
people would host them and harm them: (He said: "This is 
a distressful day.") Ibn ‘Abbas and others said that this 
means, "A severe test for him." This was because he knew 
that he would have to defend them and it would cause 
great problems for him. Qatadah said, "They came to him 
while he was on a piece of land that belonged to him. They 


requested him to host them. He agreed, but he was shy of 
them and he walked in front of them. 

On the way to his home he said to them in attempt to 
convince them to go away, `By Allah, I do not know any 
people on the face of the earth more wicked and disgusting 
than these people of this town.' Then he walked on a little 
further. Then he repeated the same statement to them. He 
continued doing this until he had repeated the same thing 
four times.” Then Qatadah said, "They were ordered not to 
destroy them until their Prophet testified against them of 
this." 

Concerning Allah's statement: (rushing towards him) 
meaning, they made haste and rushed due to their delight 
of this (new young men). Concerning the statement: (and 
since aforetime they used to commit crimes.) This means 
that this did not cease being their behaviour until they 
were seized (by Allah's torment) and they were still in the 


same condition: (He said: "O my people! Here are my 
daughters (the women of the nation), they are purer for 
you...") 

This was his attempt to direct them to their women, 
for verily the Prophet is like a father for his nation. 
Therefore, he tries to guide them to that which is better for 
them in this life and the Hereafter. This is similar to his 
statement to them in other Ayat, 
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(Go you in unto the males of the nation, and leave those whom Allah has 
Created for you to be your wives Nay, you are a trespassing people) (Quran 
(26: 165-166), and, 

Goold a we Ty iib 


(They (the people of the city) said: "Did we not forbid you from entertaining any 
Of the ` Alamin") (Quran 15:70) This 








means, "Didn't we forbid you from hosting men (male) 
guests". The Quran contines: 
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((uut) said: "These (the giris of the nation) are my daughters, f you must act 


(50)." Verily, by your life, in their wiki intoxication, they were wandering 
blindly.) (Quran 15:71-72) 


Then, Allah [SWT] said, in this noble Ayah: (Here are 
my daughters, they are purer for you.) Mujahid said, 
"Actually, they were not his daughters, but they were from 
among his nation. Every Prophet is like a father to his 
nation." A similar statement has been reported from 
Qatadah and others. Concerning the statement: (So have 
Taqwa of Allah and disgrace me not with regard to my 
guests,) meaning, "Accept what I command you by 
limiting the fulfillment of your desires to your women": 
The statement: (Is there not among you a single right- 
minded man) means, "Is there not a good man among you 
who will accept what I am enjoining upon you and 
abandon what I have forbidden for you”: (They said: 

"Surely, you know that we have no need of your 








daughters...") meaning, "Verily, you know that we do not 
want our women, nor do we desire them": (and indeed you 
know well what we want!) This means, "We only want 
males and you know that. So what need is there for you to 
continue speaking to us about this”. 
In Surah Hud, the Quran confirms: 
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(He said: "Would that I had strength to overpower you, or that I could betake 
myself to some powerful support.") (81. They (messengers) said: “O Lut! Verily, 
we are the messengers from your Lord! They shall not reach you! So travel with 
your family in a part of the night, and let not any of you look back; but your wife 
(wil remain behind), verily, the punishment which will afflict them, will afflict 
her. Indeed, morning & thelr appointed time. Is not the morning near") (Quran 
11:80-81) 


Allah [SWT] says that Lut (AS) was threatening them 
with his statement: (Would that I had strength (men) to 
overpower you,) meaning, `I would surely have made an 
example of you and done (harm) to you from myself and 
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my family.’ In this regard, there is a Hadith which is 
reported from Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah 
said: (May Allah's mercy be upon Lut, for verily, he betook 
himself to a powerful support -}meaning Allah, the Mighty 
and Sublime. Allah did not send any Prophet after him, 
except amidst jan influential family¢ among his people.) 
With this, the angels informed him that they were the 
messengers of Allah [SWT] sent to them. They also told 
him that his people would not be able to reach him (with 
any harm): (They (messengers said): "O Lut! Verily, we 
are the messengers from your Lord! They shall not reach 
you!) 

They commanded him to travel with his family during 
the last part of night and that he should follow them from 
behind. In this way it would be as though he were driving 
his family (as a cattle herder). The statement: (and let not 
any of you look back;) means, "If you hear the sound of 


what (torment) befalls them (the people of the town), do 
not rush towards that disturbing noise. Rather, continue 
leaving”: (but your wife,) Most of the scholars said that 
this means that she would not travel at night and she did 
not go with Lut (AS). Rather, she stayed in her house and 
was destroyed. Others said that it means that she looked 
back (during the travel). This later group says that she left 
with them and when she heard the inevitable destruction, 
she turned and looked back. When she looked she said, "O 
my people!" 

Thus, a stone came down from the sky and killed her. 
Then they (the angels) brought close to him the 
destruction of his people as good news for him, because he 
said to them, "Destroy them in this very hour." They 
replied: (Indeed, morning is their appointed time. Is not 
the morning near) They were saying this while Lut’s 
people were standing at his door. They tried to rush his 


door from all sides and Lut was standing at the door 
repelling them, deterring them and trying to prevent them 
from what they were doing. Yet, they would not listen to 
him. Instead, they threatened him and sought to 
intimidate him. At this point, Jibaril came out to them and 
struck them in their faces with his wing. This blow blinded 
their eyes and they retreated, unable to see their way. This 
is as Allah [SWT] said: 
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(And they indeed sought to shame his guest (asking to commit sodomy with 
them). So We blinded their eyes (saying), "Then taste you My torment and My 
warnings.) (Quran 54:37) In 


Surah Hud, the Quran continues: 
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(So when Our commandment came, We tumed them upside down, and rained 


‘on them stones of clay, in an array. Marked from your Lord; and they are not 
‘ever far from the wrongdoers.) (Quran 11:82-83) 

















Allah’s statement: (So when Our commandment 
came,) happened at sunrise: (We (turned it)...) The city of 
Sadum (Sodom): (upside down.) This statement is similar 
to Allah's statement, 





Gary 
(So there covered them that which did cover (torment with stones),) (Quran 
53:54) 

This means, "We rained upon it with stones made of 
Sijjil." Sijjil is a Persian word meaning stones made of 
clay. This definition has been mentioned by Ibn ‘Abbas 
and others. Some of the scholars said that it (Sijjil) derived 
from the word Sang, which means a stone. Some others 
said it means Wakil, which is clay. In another verse Allah 
[SWT] says: (the stones of clay,) meaning clay made into 
strong, hard stone. Some of the scholars said it means 
baked clay. Al-Bukhari said, "Sijjil means that which is big 
and strong.” 











Concerning Allah's statement: (in an array. ) Some of 
the scholars said that Mandud means the stones were 
arranged in the heavens and prepared for that 
(destruction). Others said: (in an array.) This word means 
that some of them (the stones) followed others in their 
descent upon the people of Lut. Concerning the statement: 
(Marked) meaning the stones were marked and sealed, all 
of them having the names of their victims written on 
them. Qatadah and Ikrimah both said, "Musawwamah 
means each stone was encompassed by a sprinkling of red 
coloring.” The commentators have mentioned that it (the 
shower of stones) descended upon the people of the town 
and upon the various villages around it. One of them 
would be speaking with some people when a stone would 
strike him from the sky and kill him while he was among 
the people. Thus, the stones followed them, striking the 
people in the entire land until they destroyed them all. Not 


a single one of them remained. 

Concerning Allah's statement: (and they are not ever 
far from the wrongdoers.) This means that this vengeance 
(of Allah) is not far from similar wrongdoers. Allah [SWT] 
destroyed them and turned the area into a putrid, stinking 
lake. Verily, it has been reported in a Hadith of the Sunan 
collections, from Ibn “Abbas, which he attributed to the 
Prophet [SWT]: (Whoever you find doing the deed of Lut's 
people (homosexuality), then kill the doer and the one 
who allows it to be done to him) (both partners).) 


Concerning Allah's statement: (in an array. ) Some of 
the scholars said that Mandud means the stones were 
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(Marked) meaning the stones were marked and sealed, all 
of them having the names of their victims written on 
them. Qatadah and Ikrimah both said, "Musawwamah 
means each stone was encompassed by a sprinkling of red 
coloring.” The commentators have mentioned that it (the 
shower of stones) descended upon the people of the town 
and upon the various villages around it. One of them 
would be speaking with some people when a stone would 
strike him from the sky and kill him while he was among 
the people. Thus, the stones followed them, striking the 
people in the entire land until they destroyed them all. Not 


a single one of them remained. 

Concerning Allah's statement: (and they are not ever 
far from the wrongdoers.) This means that this vengeance 
(of Allah) is not far from similar wrongdoers. Allah [SWT] 
destroyed them and turned the area into a putrid, stinking 
lake. Verily, it has been reported in a Hadith of the Sunan 
collections, from Ibn “Abbas, which he attributed to the 
Prophet [SWT]: (Whoever you find doing the deed of Lut's 
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who allows it to be done to him) (both partners).) 


Chapter 6 
STORY OF YUSUF (AS) AND 
ZULAYKHA (AZIZ'S WIFE) 


Yusuf (AS) was a handsome and an attractive young 
man, extremely charming and irresistible. He was a 
perfect gentleman whom Allah [SWT] had honoured with 
His love, grace and protection. He was held in high esteem 
in the house of his master. As the time passed the lady of 
the house put him in an awkward position. She fell in love 
with him. She could hardly take him out of her mind. One 
day in the absence of her husband she approached him 
and desired to be very close to him. Yusuf (AS) refrained 
from even casting a glance at her. He tried to get rid of her 
but she chased him. She grabbed hard at the back of his 


shirt and it was torn apart. Just at that time the master 
appeared on the scene. He saw what was going on, He flew 
into a rage. 

The master's wife was embarrassed beyond all limits. 
She cried out after absolute frustration in her evil designs 
and levelled false accusations against Yusuf (AS), the 
innocent. Yusuf (AS) clarified his position with the moral 
support of one of the maid-servants who bore witness by 
saying: Look at the shirt. If it is torn at the back, Yusuf 
(AS) will be quite innocent. He should not be blamed. In 
case it is torn from the front the accused will be one of the 
liars. When the shirt was examined it was torn at the back 
and Yusuf (AS) was found truthful. The master was fully 
convinced of the innocence of Yusuf (AS). He appealed to 
him to keep the matter in secret lest it should become a 
scandal. Moreover he admonished his wife to beg pardon 
of Yusuf (AS). 


In Surah Yusuf, the Quran continues the story in the 
following Ayah: 
dias Wes Chey OY 








so PS 


Goby AE tt 








PRAE] 
(23. And she, in whose house he was, sought to seduce him (to do an evil act), 
Sand she closed the doors and sad: "Come on, O you.” He said: “I seek refuge it 
Allah! Truly, he is my Rabb! He made my living in a great comfort! Verily, the 
wrongdoers will never be successful") (Quran 12:23) 


Allah [SWT] states that the wife of the ‘Aziz of Egypt, 
in whose house Yusuf (AS) resided and whose husband 
recommended that she takes care of him and be generous 
to him, tried to seduce Yusuf! She called him to do an evil 
act with her, because she loved him very much. Yusuf (AS) 
was very handsome, filled with manhood and beauty. She 
beautified herself for him, closed the doors and called 
him: (and (she) said: "Come on, O you.") But he 
categorically refused her call, the statement: (He said: "I 
seek refuge in Allah! Truly, he is my Rabb! He made my 








living in a great comfort") as they used to call the chief and 
master a ‘Rabb’, Yusuf said to her, “your husband is my 
master who provided me with comfortable liv ing and was 
kind to me, so I will never betray him by committing 
immoral sins with his wife’: (Verily, the wrongdoers will 
never be successful.) This was said by Mujahid, As-Suddi, 
Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others. The scholars 
differ in their recitation of: (Hayta Laka), whereby Ibn 
“Abbas, Mujahid and several other scholars said that it 
means that she was calling him to herself. Al-Bukhari said; 
"Ikrimah said that: (Hayta Laka’) means, ‘come on, O 
you', in the Aramaic language." Al-Bukhari collected this 
statement from `Ikrimah without a chain of narration. 
Other scholars read it with the meaning, `I am ready for 
you'. Ibn “Abbas, Abu “Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, Abu 
Wa’il, `Ikrimah and Qatadah were reported to have read 
this part of the Ayah this way and explained it in the 


manner we mentioned, as `I am ready for you’. 
In Surah Yusuf, the Quran continues this story on the 
following Ayah: 
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(And Indeed she did desire him, and he would have inclined to her desire, had he 
hin ‘evil and mmaval sms” Sure, he was one Of Our Manson Servon) 
Quran 12:24) 

This is about the thoughts that cross the mind, 
according to Al-Baghawi who mentioned this opinion from 
some of the analysts. Al-Baghawi next mentioned here a 
Hadith that he narrated from “Abdur Razzaq, from 
Ma’mar, from Hammam, from Abu Hurayrah, from the 
Allah’s Messenger (SAW): (Allah the Exalted said, “If my 
slave intends to perform a good deed, then record it for 
him as one good deed; if he performs it, then record it for 
him multiplied ten folds. If he intends to commit an evil 








act but did not commit it, then record it for him as one 
good deed, if he left it for My sake. But if he commits it, 
then write it as one evil deed.') This Hadith was also 
collected in the Two Sahihs using various wording, this is 
one of them. 

It was also reported that the Ayah means that Yusuf 
was about to beat her. As for the evidence that Yusuf saw 
at that moment, there are conflicting o pinions to what it 
was. Ibn Jarir At-Tabari said, "The correct opinion is that 
we should say that he saw an Ayah from among Allah's 
Ayat that repelled the thought that crossed his mind. This 
evidence might have been the image of Ya’qub, or the 
image of an angel, or a divine statement that forbade him 
from doing that evil sin, etc. There are no clear proofs to 
support any of these statements in specific, so it should be 
left vague, as Allah left it. Allah's statement next: (Thus it 
was, that We might turn away from him evil and immoral 
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Ayat that repelled the thought that crossed his mind. This 
evidence might have been the image of Ya’qub, or the 
image of an angel, or a divine statement that forbade him 
from doing that evil sin, etc. There are no clear proofs to 
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left vague, as Allah left it. Allah's statement next: (Thus it 
was, that We might turn away from him evil and immoral 





sins) meaning, “Just as We showed him the evidence that 
turned him away from that sin, We save him from all types DG gy Ee 55 fe W- ke fa Syl ant, 
of evil and illegal sexual activity in all his affairs,’ because: POPE, re bor a yates 
(Surely, he was one of Our Mukhlasin servants) meaning, Fille BREE Sill 
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In Suraj Yusu, the Quran continues the story in the (25, So they raced with one another to the door, and she tore his shirt from the 


i s back. They both found her master (Le. her husband) at the door. She said: 
following Ayat: What's the recompense (punshment) for him who intended an evi design 
against your wife, except that he be put in prison or a painful torment") (26. He 
usufi said: “It was she that sought to seduce me;” and a witness of her 
household bore witness (saying): "If t be that his shirt is torn from the front, 
then her tale is true and he is a liar!) (27. “But if it be that his shirt is torn from 
the back, then she has told a lie and he is Speaking the truth!") (28, So when he 
(her husband) saw his )Yusuf” s( shirt torn at the back, he (her husband) said: 

"Surely, tt is a plot of you women! Certainly mighty is your plot!) (29. "O Yusuf 
1 Turn away from this! (O woman!) Ask forgiveness for your sin, verily, you were 
of the sinful.") (Quran 12:25-29) 


Allah [SWT] says that Yusuf and the wife of the * Aziz 
raced to the door, Yusuf running away from her and her 
running after him to bring him back to the room. She 
caught up with him and held on to his shirt from the back, 
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tearing it so terribly that it fell off Yusuf’s back. Yusuf 
continued running from her, with her in pursuit. However, 
they found her master, her husband, at the front door. 
This is when she responded by deceit and evil plots, trying 
to exonerate herself and implicate him, saying: (What is 
the recompense (punishment) for him who intended an 
evil design against your wife...), in reference to illegal 
sexual intercourse: (except that he be put in prison): (or a 
painful torment) tormented severely with painful beating. 
Yusuf did not stand idle, but he declared the truth and 
exonerated himself from the betrayal she accused him of: 
(He (Yusuf) said), in truth and honesty: (It was she that 
sought to seduce me), and mentioned that she pursued 
him and pulled him towards her until she tore his shirt. 
The statement: (And a witness of her household bore 
witness (saying): "If it be that his shirt is torn from the 
front..."), not from the back: (then her tale is true) that he 


tried to commit an illegal sexual act with her. Had he 
called her to have sex with him and she refused, she would 
have pushed him away from her and tore his shirt from 
the front, the statement: (But if it be that his shirt is torn 
from the back, then she has told a lie and he is speaking 
the truth!) Had Yusuf run away from her, and this is what 
truly happened, and she set in his pursuit, she would have 
held to his shirt from the back to bring him back to her, 
thus tearing his shirt from the back. 

Allah's statement: (So when he saw his (Yusuf's ) shirt 
torn at the back,) indicates that when her husband became 
certain that Yusuf was telling the truth and that his wife 
was lying when she heralded the accusation of betrayal at 
Yusuf, the statement: (he said: "Surely, it is a plot of you 
women!...") He said, “This false accusation and staining 
the young man's reputation is but a plot of many that you, 
women, have: (Certainly mighty is your plot!) The ‘Aziz 
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tried to commit an illegal sexual act with her. Had he 
called her to have sex with him and she refused, she would 
have pushed him away from her and tore his shirt from 
the front, the statement: (But if it be that his shirt is torn 
from the back, then she has told a lie and he is speaking 
the truth!) Had Yusuf run away from her, and this is what 
truly happened, and she set in his pursuit, she would have 
held to his shirt from the back to bring him back to her, 
thus tearing his shirt from the back. 

Allah's statement: (So when he saw his (Yusuf's ) shirt 
torn at the back,) indicates that when her husband became 
certain that Yusuf was telling the truth and that his wife 
was lying when she heralded the accusation of betrayal at 
Yusuf, the statement: (he said: "Surely, it is a plot of you 
women!...") He said, “This false accusation and staining 
the young man's reputation is but a plot of many that you, 
women, have: (Certainly mighty is your plot!) The ‘Aziz 


ordered Yusuf, peace be upon him, to be discrete about 
what happened, stating: (O Yusuf ! Turn away from this!), 
do not mention to anyone what has happened: (And ask 
forgiveness for your sin,) addressing his wife. The ‘Aziz 
was an easy man, or gave excuse to his wife because she 
saw in Yusuf an appeal she could not resist. He said to her, 
“Ask forgiveness for your sin, the evil desire that you 
wanted to satisfy with this young man, and then inventing 
false accusations about him: (verily, you were of the 
sinful.) 

Many people came to know of this incident and they 
starred to talk about the Aziz's wife who had been deeply 
affected with the love of her slave and that she wished to 
seduce him, so much so that the whole town kept on 
talking maliciously about her. When the Aziz's wife heard 
about it, she made a special plan to show the people that it 
was very hard to resist the charm of Yusuf (AS) and his 


lovely youth. She arranged a grand banquet in which the 
most delicious food and fruit were served to most of the 
women in the town as guests. The Aziz's wife gave a sharp 
knife to every lady to peel off the fruit. When the ladies 
were busy with using the knives, the Aziz's wife asked 
Yusuf (AS) to enter the room where the women were. 
Yusuf (AS) entered the room and a few second stood 
calmly. The ladies looked at him constantly and got 
stunned at his beauty as he was so attractive that many of 
them were taken by a great surprise and they forgot that 
they were using the knives. Consequently, they cut their 
fingers in utter amazement. In Surah Yusuf, the Quran 
continues this story in the following verses: 
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(And women in the city said: "The wife of the ` Azk is seeking to seduce her 
(slave) young man, indeed she loves him violently; verily, we see her in plain 
terror.” So when she heard of thelr accusation, she Sent for them and prepared a 
banquet for them; she gave each one of them a knife, and she said (to Yusuf) 
"Come out before them," Then, when they saw him, they exalted him (at his 
beauty) and (in their astonishment) cut their hands. They said: “How perfect is 
Allah! No man is this! This is none other than a noble angel!” She said: “This is 
he (the young man) about whom you did blame me, and I did seek to seduce 
him, but he refused. And now if he refuses to obey my order, he shall certainty 
be cast into prison, and will be one of those who are degraced.”) (Quran 12:30- 
32) 


Allah [SWT] states that the news of what happened 
between the wife of the Aziz and Yusuf spread in the city, 
that is, Egypt, and people talked about it, the statement: 
(And women in the city said...), such as women of chiefs 
and princes said, while admonishing and criticizing the 
wife of the ‘Aziz, the statement: (The wife of the “Aziz is 
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seeking to seduce her (slave) young man, ), she is luring 
her servant to have sex with her, next statement: (indeed 
she loves him violently;), her love for him filled her heart 
and engulfed it, next:(verily, we see her in plain error.), by 
loving him and trying to seduce him. Next statement: (So 
when she heard of their accusation,) especially their 
statement, "indeed she loves him violently." Muhammad 
bin Ishaq commented, "They heard of Yusuf's beauty and 
wanted to see him, so they said these words in order to get 
a look at him. " This is when: (she sent for them), invited 
them to her house: (and prepared a banquet for them.) 
Tbn “Abbas, Sa'id bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Al-Hasan, As- 
Suddi and several others commented that she prepared a 
sitting room which had couches, pillows (to recline on) 
and food that requires knives to cut, such as citron. This is 
why Allah said next: (and she gave each one of them a 
knife), as a part of her plan of revenge for their plot to see 


Yusuf: (and she said (to Yusuf): "Come out before them."), 
for she had asked him to stay somewhere else in the 
house. (Then, when) he went out and: (they saw him, they 
exalted him) they thought highly of him and were 
astonished at what they saw. They started cutting their 
hands in amazement at his beauty, while thinking that 
they were cutting the citron with their knives. Therefore, 
they injured their hands with the knives they were 
holding, according to several reports of Tafsir. 

Others said that after they ate and felt comfortable, 
and after having placed citron in front of them, giving each 
one of them a knife, the wife of the “Aziz asked them, 
"Would you like to see Yusuf" They said, "Yes." So she sent 
for him to come in front of them and when they saw him, 
they started cutting their hands. She ordered him to 
keep coming and going, so that they saw him from all 
sides, and he went back in while they were still cutting 


their hands. When they felt the pain, they started 
screaming and she said to them, "You did all this from one 
look at him, so how can I be blamed. The statement: (They 
said: "How perfect is Allah! No man is this! This is none 
other than a noble angel!") They said to her, "We do not 
blame you anymore after the sight that we saw." 

They never saw anyone like Yusuf before, for he, 
peace be upon him, was given half of all beauty. An 
authentic Hadith stated that the Messenger of Allah 
passed by Prophet Yusuf, during the Night of Isra' in the 
third heaven and commented: (He was given a half of all 
beauty.) Mujahid and others said (they said): "We seek 
refuge from Allah": (No man is this!) They said next: 
("This is none other than a noble angel!" She said: "This is 
he (the young man) about whom you did blame me...") 
She said these words to them so that they excuse her 
behavior, for a man who looks this beautiful and perfect, is 


worthy of being loved, she thought. She said: (and I did 
seek to seduce him, but he refused) to obey me. Some 
scholars said that when the women saw Yusuf's beauty, 
she told them about his inner beauty that they did not 
know of, being chaste and beautiful from the inside and 
outside. She then threatened him, by stating: (And now if 
he refuses to obey my order, he shall certainly be cast into 
prison, and will be one of those who are disgraced.) This is 
when Prophet Yusuf sought refuge with Allah [SWT] from 
their evil and wicked plots. 

Prophet Yusuf (AS) found himself in a great trouble. 
As the time passed by, the Problems became more 
complicated. The Prophet Yusuf (AS) prayed to Allah 
[SWT] to grant him protection from those ladies. He 
wished to be in prison rather than being indecent. He 
desired to escape from the temptations of sexual instinct. 
In Surah Yusuf, the Quran continues the story in the 





following Ayat: 
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(33. He said: "O my Lord! Prison is dearer to me than that to which they invite 
‘me. Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel inclined towards them 
and be one of the ignorant.") (34. So his Lord answered his invocation and 
tumed away from him their piot. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 
(35. Then tt occurred to them, after they had seen the proofs (of his innocence), to 
imprison him for a time.) (Quran 12: 33-35) 


The statement: (He said: "O my Lord! Prison is dearer 
to me than that to which they invite me...") illegal sexual 
acts: (Unless You turn away their plot from me, I will feel 
inclined towards them). Yusuf invoked Allah [SWT]: If 
You abandon me and I am reliant on myself, then I have 
no power over myself, nor can I bring harm or benefit to 
myself, except with Your power and will. Verily, You are 
sought for each and everything, and our total reliance is on 
You Alone for each and everything. Please, do not 














abandon me and leave me to rely on myself, for then. The 
statement: ("I will feel inclined towards them and be one 
of the ignorant." So his Lord answered his invocation) 
Yusuf (AS) was immune from error by Allah's will, and He 
saved him from accepting the advances of the wife of the 
‘Aziz’. He preferred prison, rather than accept her illicit 
call. 

This indicates the best and most perfect grade in this 
case, for Yusuf was youthful, beautiful and full of 
manhood. His master's wife was calling him to herself, 
and she was the wife of the ‘Aziz of Egypt. She was also 
very beautiful and wealthy, as well as having a great social 
rank. He refused all this and preferred prison, for he 
feared Allah and hoped to earn His reward. It is recorded 
in the Two Sahihs that the Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: 
(Allah will give shade to seven, on the Day when there will 
be no shade but His: A just ruler, a youth who has been 


brought up in the worship of Allah, a man whose heart is 
attached to the Masjid, from the time he goes out of the 
Masjid until he gets back to it, two persons who love each 
other only for Allah's sake and they meet and part in 
Allah's cause only, a man who gives charitable gifts so 
secretly that his left hand does not know what his right 
hand has given, a man who refuses the call of a charming 
woman of noble birth for illicit intercourse with her and 
says: "I am afraid of Allah, and a person who remembers 
Allah in seclusion and his eyes are then flooded with 
tears.") 

Allah [SWT] says, ‘Then it occurred to them that it 
would be in their interest to imprison Yusuf for a time, 
even after they were convinced of his innocence and saw 
the proofs of his truth, honesty and chastity.’ It appears, 
and Allah [SWT] knows best, that they imprisoned him 
after the news of what happened spread. They wanted to 


pretend that Yusuf was the one who tried to seduce the 
`Aziz's wife and that they punished him with 
imprisonment.4 
He remained in the prison for several years and 

developed friendly relations with many prisoners. There 
he preached the religion of Allah [SWT] and tried to 
reform the prisoners who were greatly impressed by his 
personality. One day two prisoners saw strange dreams. 
They came to Prophet Yusuf (AS) for asking the 
Interpretations of those dreams. One of them said: I saw 
in a dream that I was pressing wine. The other prisoner 
said: I saw in my dream that I was carrying a basket of 
bread on my head and the birds were eating from it. 
Prophet Yusuf (AS) asked them to wait until lunch time so 
that they might become anxious and listen to him 
attentively. At the appointed time Prophet Yusuf (AS) 
said: The one who was pressing wine, will be set at liberty 


and he will serve wine to his master. The other will be 
crucified for the crime, he had committed. In Surah Yusuf, 
the Quran confirms: 
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(36. And there entered with him two young men in the prison, One of them 
said: "Verily, Isaw myself (in a dream) pressing wine." The other said: "Verily, 1 
saw myser (in a dream) carrying bread on my head and birds were eating 
thereof." (They said): "Inform us of the interpretation of this. Verily, we think 
you are one of the doers of good.") (Quran 12:36) 

And, 

Qatadah said, "One of them was the king's distiller and the 
other was his baker." Each of these two men had a dream 
and asked Yusuf (AS) to interpret it for them. Yusuf (AS), 
told the two men that he has knowledge in the 
interpretation of whatever they saw in their dream, and 
that he will tell them about the interpretation of the 
dreams before they become a reality. This is why he said: 
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(36. And there entered with him two young men in the prison, One of them 
said: "Verily, Isaw myself (in a dream) pressing wine." The other said: "Verily, 1 
saw myser (in a dream) carrying bread on my head and birds were eating 
thereof." (They said): "Inform us of the interpretation of this. Verily, we think 
you are one of the doers of good.") (Quran 12:36) 

And, 

Qatadah said, "One of them was the king's distiller and the 
other was his baker." Each of these two men had a dream 
and asked Yusuf (AS) to interpret it for them. Yusuf (AS), 
told the two men that he has knowledge in the 
interpretation of whatever they saw in their dream, and 
that he will tell them about the interpretation of the 
dreams before they become a reality. This is why he said: 











(No food will come to you as your provision, but I will 
inform you of its interpretation). Mujahid commented on 
the statements:(No food will come to you as your 
provision,) this day: (but I will inform you of its 
interpretation before it comes.) AsSuddi said similarly. 
Yusuf (AS) said that, this knowledge is from Allah [SWT] 
Who taught it to me, because I shunned the religion of 
those who disbelieve in Him and the Last Day, who 
neither hope for Allah's reward nor fear His punishment 
on the Day of Return. The statement: (And I have followed 
the religion of my fathers, Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya`qub). 
Yusuf (ASo said, `I have avoided the way of disbelief and 
polytheism, and followed the way of these honorable 
Messengers,’ may Allah's peace and blessings be on them. 
This, indeed, is the way of he who seeks the path of 
guidance and follows the way of the Messengers, all the 
while shunning the path of deviation. It is he whose heart 


Allah [SWT] will guide, teaching him what he did not 
know beforehand. 

4 This is why when the Pharaoh asked Yusuf to leave 
jail a long time afterwards, he refused to leave until h is 
innocence was acertained and the allegation of his betrayal 
was refuted. When this was successfully achieved, Yusuf 
(AS) left the prison with his honor intact. 
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(37. He said: "No food will come to you as your provision, but I will inform its 
Interpretation before it comes. This i$ of that which my Lord has taught me. 
Verily, 1 have abandoned the religion of a people that believe not in Allah and 
are disbelievers in the Hereafter.”) (38. "And I have followed the religion of my 
fathers, - Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub and never could we attribute any partners 


whatsoever to Allah. This i from the grace of Alah to us and to mankind, but 
‘most men thank not.) (Quran 12:37-38) 


It is he whom Allah [SWT] will make an Imam who is 
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(No food will come to you as your provision, but I will 
inform you of its interpretation). Mujahid commented on 
the statements:(No food will come to you as your 
provision,) this day: (but I will inform you of its 
interpretation before it comes.) AsSuddi said similarly. 
Yusuf (AS) said that, this knowledge is from Allah [SWT] 
Who taught it to me, because I shunned the religion of 
those who disbelieve in Him and the Last Day, who 
neither hope for Allah's reward nor fear His punishment 
on the Day of Return. The statement: (And I have followed 
the religion of my fathers, Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya`qub). 
Yusuf (ASo said, `I have avoided the way of disbelief and 
polytheism, and followed the way of these honorable 
Messengers,’ may Allah's peace and blessings be on them. 
This, indeed, is the way of he who seeks the path of 
guidance and follows the way of the Messengers, all the 
while shunning the path of deviation. It is he whose heart 


Allah [SWT] will guide, teaching him what he did not 
know beforehand. 

4 This is why when the Pharaoh asked Yusuf to leave 
jail a long time afterwards, he refused to leave until h is 
innocence was acertained and the allegation of his betrayal 
was refuted. When this was successfully achieved, Yusuf 
(AS) left the prison with his honor intact. 
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(37. He said: "No food will come to you as your provision, but I will inform its 
Interpretation before it comes. This i$ of that which my Lord has taught me. 
Verily, 1 have abandoned the religion of a people that believe not in Allah and 
are disbelievers in the Hereafter.”) (38. "And I have followed the religion of my 
fathers, - Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub and never could we attribute any partners 


whatsoever to Allah. This i from the grace of Alah to us and to mankind, but 
‘most men thank not.) (Quran 12:37-38) 


It is he whom Allah [SWT] will make an Imam who is 
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imitated in the way of righteousness, and a caller to the 
path of goodness. Yusuf said next: (and never could we 
attribute any partners whatsoever to Allah. This is from 
the grace of Allah to us and to mankind,) this Tawhid- 
Monotheism, affirms that there is no deity worthy of 
worship except Allah [SWT] alone without partners, the 


statement: (is from the grace of Allah to us), meaning He 


has revealed it to us and ordained it on us: (and to 
mankind,), to whom He has sent us as callers to Tawhid: 
(but most men thank not) as they do not admit Allah's 
favour and blessing of sending the Messengers to them, 
but rather, as the Quran confirms: 

Oe ELE Dap 
(Have changed the blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused their people to 
dwell in the house of destruction.) (Quran 14:28) 

















In Surah Yusuf, the Quran continues the story in the 


following Ayat: 
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(39. "0 two companions of the prison! Are many diferent fords (gods) better or 
Allah, the One, the Irresistible") (40. "You do not worship besides Him but only 
names which you have named (forged) - you and your fathers - for which Aliah 
has sent down no authority. The command is for none but Allah. He has 
commanded that you worship none but Him; that is the straight religion, but 
most men know rot.”) (41. “O two companions of the prison! As for one of you, 
he will pour out wine for his master to drink; and as for the other, he will be 
crucified and birds wil eat from his head. Thus is the case judged’ concerning 
which you both did inquire.") (Quran 12:39-41) 


Prophet Yusuf (AS) went on calling his two prison 
companions to worship Allah [SWT] alone, without 
partners, and to reject whatever is being worshipped 
instead of Him like the idols, which were worshipped by 
the people of the two men, Yusuf (AS) said: (Are many 
different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the 











Irresistible) to Whose grace and infinite kingdom 
everything and everyone has submitted in humiliation. 
Prophet Yusuf (AS) explained to them next that it is 
because of their ignorance that they worship false deities 
and give them names, for these names were forged and are 
being transferred from one generation to the next 
generation. They have no proof or authority that supports 
this practice, hence his statement to them: (for which 
Allah has sent down no authority) or proof and evidence. 
He then affirmed that the judgement, decision, will and 
kingdom are all for Allah [SWT] alone, and He has 
commanded all of His servants to worship none but Him. 
He said: (that is the straight religion,) “this, Tawhid of 
Allah [SWT] and directing all acts of worship at Him alone 
in sincerity, that I am calling you to is the right, straight 
religion that Allah [SWT] has ordained and for which He 
has revealed what He wills of proofs and evidences: (but 


most men know not.), and this is why most of them are 
idolator. When Yusuf finished calling them, he started 
interpreting their dreams for them. 

Yusuf (AS) said: (O two companions of the prison! As 
for one of you, he will pour out wine for his master to 
drink;) to the man who saw in a dream that he was 
pressing wine. He did not direct this speech at him, 
however, so that to lessen the grief of the other person. 
This is why he made his statement indirect: (and as for the 
other, he will be crucified and birds will eat from his head) 
which is the interpretation of the other man's dream in 
which he saw himself carrying bread above his head. Yusuf 
(AS) told them that the decision about their matter has 
already been taken and it shall come to pass. 

This is because the dream is tied to a bird's leg, as 
long as it is not truthfully interpreted. If it is interpreted, 
then it becomes a reality. Ath-Thawri said that ‘Imarah 


bin Al-Qa`qa` narrated that Ibrahim said that “Abdullah 
bin Mas ‘ud said, "When they said what they said to him, 
and he explained their dreams to them, they replied, ‘We 
did not see anything at all.' This is when he said: (Thus is 
the case judged concerning which you both did inquire.)" 
The understanding in this is that he who claims that he 
saw a dream and was given its interpretation, then he will 
be tied to its interpretation, and Allah [SWT] has the best 
knowledge. There is an honorable Hadith that Imam 
Ahmad collected from Mu ‘awiyah bin Haydah that the 
Prophet said: (The dream is tied to a bird's leg, as long as 
it is not interpreted. If it is interpreted, it becomes a 
reality.) 

Soon after the interpretations of those dreams turned 
out to be true. When the first man was about to leave the 
prison, the Prophet Yusuf (AS) asked to remember him to 
the master. He did so as a self-respecting man without 


adopting a supplicative attitude. The man who found 
deliverance forgot mentioning all about Prophet Yusuf 
(AS) to his lord. So he had to linger in the prison for a few 
more years. in Surah Yusuf, the Quran continues: 
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(42. And he said to the one whom he knew to be saved: "Mention me to your 
king.” But Shaytan made him forget to mention it to hs master. So (Yusut() 
stayed in prison a few (more) years.) (Quran 12:42) 


Yusuf (AS) knew that the distiller would be saved. So 
discretely, so that the other man's suspicion that he would 
be crucified would not intensify, he said: (Mention me to 
your King) asking him to mention his story to the king. 
That man forgot Yusuf's request and did not mention his 
story to the king, a plot from the Shaytan, so that Allah's 
Prophet would not leave the prison. This is the correct 
meaning of: (But Shaytan made him forget to mention it 
to his maste.) that it refers to the man who was saved. As 











was said by Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several 
others. Wahb bin Munabbih said, "Ayyub suffered from 
the illness for seven years, Yusuf remained in prison for 
seven years." 

Prophet Yusuf (AS) continued praying and teaching 
goodness in the prison. One day, the king of Egypt dreamt 
that seven fat cows were eaten by seven thin cows and he 
also saw seven preen ears of corn and seven others that 
withered. The king wished to know the interpretation of 
that strange dream. Every one was puzzled because no one 
could really say what it meant. Some of them thought that 
it was a passing dream. The ex-prisoner remembered the 
message of Yusuf (AS), so he informed the king about 
Prophet Yusuf (AS) who was well versed in the art of 
interpreting the dreams accurately. The king became quite 
curious and sent the same man to see Prophet Yusuf (AS) 
in the prison. The man rushed towards him and tendered 


an apology for not speaking to the master about him. Then 
he asked him about the dream of the king. 

The Prophet Yusuf (AS) said: You will sow for seven 
years diligently. There will be seven years of rich harvest 
in the country. It is better to store as much of the food 
stuff as possible because there will be a famine lasting for 
seven years. During this period of hardships the preserved 
stores of grain shall be consumed except a little quantity. 
Afterwards there will be a year in which the people shall 
have heavy rains and bumper crops. They shall press 
grapes. The Quran confirm this in the following Ayat: 
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(43. And the king (of Egypt) said: "Verily, I saw (in a dream) seven fat cows, 
whom seven lean ones were devouring, and seven green ears of corn, and 
(seven) others dry, O notables! Explain to me my dream, if it be that you can 
interpret dreams.” (44. They said: "Mixed up false dreams and we are not skilled 
in the interpretation of dreams.) (45. Then the man who was released, now at 
length remembered and said: "I wili tell you ts interpretation, so send me 
forth.") (46, (He said): "O Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain to us seven fat cows 


whom seven lean ones were devouring, and seven green ears of com, and 
(seven) others dry, that I may return to the people, and that they may know.") 











L (Quran 12:43-46) 
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(47. (Yusuf) said: "For seven consecutive years, you shall sow as usual and that 
which you reap you shall leave it in the ears, (all) except a little of it which you 
may eat.) (48. “Then will come after that, seven hard (years), which will devour 
what you have laid by in advance for them, (ail) except a little of that which you 
have guarded (stored).") (49. "Then thereafter will come a year in which people 
wil have abundant rain and in which they wil press (wine and ol).") (Quran 
12:47-49) 


The King of Egypt had a dream that Allah [SWT] 
made a reason for Yusuf's release from prison, with his 
honour and reputation preserved. When the king had this 
dream, he was astonished and fearful and sought its 
interpretation. He gathered the priests, the chiefs of his 
state and the princes and told them what he had seen ina 
dream, asking them to interpret it for him. They did not 
know its interpretation and as an excuse, they said: 
(Mixed up false dreams), which you saw: (and we are not 
skilled in the interpretation of dreams.) They said, had 











your dream been a vision rather than a mixed up false 
dream, we would not have known its interpretation. 

The man who was saved from the two, who were 
Yusuf's companions in prison, remembered. Shaytan 
plotted to make him forget the request of Yusuf (AS), to 
mention his story to the king. Now, years later, he 
remembered after forgetfulness and said to the king and 
his entourage: (I will tell you its interpretation,) the 
interpretation of this dream: (so send me forth) to the 
prison, to (AS), the man of truth. So they sent him, and he 
said to Yusuf (AS): (O Yusuf, the man of truth! Explain to 
us) and mentioned the king's dream to him. This is when 
Yusuf (AS) told the interpretation of the dream without 
criticizing the man for forgetting his request that he had 
made to him. Neither did he make a precondition that he 
be released before explaining the meaning. Rather, he 
said: (For seven consecutive years, you shall sow as usual) 


“you will receive the usual amount of rain and fertility for 
seven consecutive years.’ 

He interpreted the cows to be years, because cows till 
the land that produce fruits and vegetables, which 
represent the green ears of corn in the dream. He next 
recommended what they should do during these fertile 
years: (and that (the harvest) which you reap you shall 
leave it in the ears, (all) except a little of it which you may 
eat.) He said, ‘Whatever you harvest during those seven 
fertile years, leave it in the ears so as to preserve it better. 
This will help the harvest stay healthy longer, except the 
amount that you need to eat, which should not be 
substantial. 

Stay away from extravagance, so that you use what 
remains of the harvest during the seven years of drought 
that will follow the seven fertile years.’ This was 
represented by the seven lean cows that eat the seven fat 


cows. During the seven years of drought, they will eat from 
the harvest they collected during the seven fertile years, as 
represented by the dry ears of corn in the dream. Yusuf 
told them that during these years, the remaining ears will 
not produce anything and whatever they try to plant, will 
not produce any harvest, so he said: (which will devour 
what you have laid by in advance for them, (all) except a 
little of that which you have guarded (stored).) He 
delivered the good news to them that after the consecutive 
years of drought, there will come a fertile year, during 
which people will receive rain and the land will produce in 
abundance. The people will then press wine and oil as 
usual. 

The man sought permission of leave from the Prophet 
Yusuf (SAW) and proceeded towards the king. presence of 
many courtiers. impressed and expressed a keen desire to 
see him in person. He issued an immediate order to 


release Prophet Yusuf (AS) from the prison but Yusuf (AS) 
refused to leave it until he had his innocence established 
beyond all doubts. He told the king about the cruelty and 
injustice inflicted upon him without any fault. He wished 
to clear the blot of crime on his fair name. The king 
summoned the women He told him the interpretation of 
his dream in the 

They were much surprised. The king was greatly who 
put the Prophet Yusuf (AS) to inconvenience. They all 
confessed that he was quite innocent. The Quran confirm 
this in the following Ayat: 
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(50, And the king said: "Bring him to me." But when the messenger came to 
him, (Yusuf) said: "Return to your king and ask him, ‘What happened to the 
women who cut their hands Surely, my Lord (Alah) & Well-AWare of their 
plot.) (51, (The king) said (to the women): "What was your affair when you did 
Seek to seduce Yusur" The women said: "Alah forbid! No evi know we against 
Mimi" The wife of the ` Aziz said: "Now the truth i manifest (to al); R was 1 who 
‘sought to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful. ") (52. )Then Yusuf said: 
"I asked for this inquiry (in order that he may know that I betrayed him not in 
(his) absence." And, verily, Allah guides not the plot of the betrayers.) (53. "And 
I free not myself (from the blame). Verily, the self is inclined to evil, except 
when my Lord bestows His mercy (upon whom He wills). Verily, my Lord is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Mercful.") (Quran 12:50-53) 


Allah [SWT] narrates to us that when the king was 
conveyed the interpretation of his dream, he liked Yusuf's 
interpretation and felt sure that it was true. He realized 
the virtue of Prophet Yusuf (AS), recognized his 

















knowledge in the interpretation of dreams and valued his 
good conduct with his subjects in his country. The king 
said: (Bring him to me.) ‘Release him from prison and 
bring him to me.’ When the king's emissary came to Yusuf 
and conveyed the news of his imminent release, Yusuf 
(AS) refused to leave the prison until the king and his 
subjects declare his innocence and the integrity of his 
honor, denouncing the false accusation that the wife of the 
Aziz made against him. He wanted them to know that 
sending him to prison was an act of injustice and 
aggression, not that he committed an offense that 
warranted it. He said: (Return to your lord (i.e. king...), 
The Sunnah of our Prophet Muhammad (SAW) praised 
Prophet Yusuf (AS) and asserted his virtues, honor, 
elevated rank and patience, may Allah's peace and 
blessings be on him. 

The Musnad and the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu 


Hurayrah said that the Allah’s Messenger (SAW) said: (We 
are more liable to be in doubt than Ibrahim when he said): 
(My Lord! Show me how You give life to the dead. ..) (And 
may Allah send His mercy on Lut! He wished to have 
powerful support! If I were to stay in prison for such a 
Jong time as Yusuf did, I would have accepted the offer.) 
In another narration collected by Ahmad from Abu 
Hurayrah, the Prophet (SAW) said about Yusuf's 
statement: ("...and ask him, ‘What happened to the 
women who cut their hands Surely, my Lord (Allah) is 
Well-Aware of their plot.""): (If it was me, I would have 
accepted the offer rather than await my exoneration first.) 
Allah [SWT] said (that the king asked): (He said, "What 
was your affair when you did seek to seduce Yusuf") The 
king gathered those women who cut their hands, while 
being hosted at the house of the wife of the Aziz. He asked 
them all, even though he was directing his speech at the 


wife of his minister, the “Aziz in particular. He asked the 
women who cut their hands: (What was your affair...), 
what was your story with regards to: (when you did seek to 
seduce Yusuf) on the day of the banquet: (The women 
said: "Allah forbid! No evil know we against him!") The 
women answered the king, ‘Allah forbid that Yusuf (AS) 
be guilty of this, for by Allah [SWT], we never knew him to 
do evil." 

This is when: (The wife of the * Aziz said: "Now the 
truth has Hashasa...") or the truth is manifest to all, 
according to Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and others. Hashasa 
also means, “became clear and plain’: (it was I who sought 
to seduce him, and he is surely of the truthful) when he 
said: (It was she that sought to seduce me); and: (in order 
that he may know that I betrayed him not in (his) 
absence.) She said, `I admit this against myself so that my 
husband knows that I did not betray him in his absence 





and that adultery did not occur. I tried to seduce this 
young man and he refused, and I am admitting this so that 
he knows I am innocent’: (And, verily, Allah guides not the 
plot of the betrayers. And I free not myself (from the 
blame).) She said, `I do not exonerate myself from blame, 
because the soul wishes and lusts, and this is what made 
me seduce him, for: (Verily, the (human) self is inclined to 
evil, except when my Lord bestows His mercy (upon 
whom He wills)) whom Allah [SWT] wills to grant them 
immunity: (Verily, my Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful.) 

This is the most viable and suitable understanding for 
the continuity of the story and the meanings of Arabic 
speech. Al-Mawardi mentioned this in his Tafsir, in 
support of it, it was also preferred by Imam Abu 
Al-* Abbas Ibn Taymiyyah who wrote about it in detail in a 
separate work. It was said Yusuf (AS) is the one who said: 


(in order that he (the *Aziz) may know that I betrayed him 
not) with his wife: (in (his) absence).) until the end of 
Ayah (12:53) He said, `I sent back the emissary, so that 
the king would investigate my innocence and the ‘Aziz be 
certain that: (I betrayed him not), with his wife, stating: 
(in (his) absence. And, verily, Allah [SWT] guides not the 
plot of the betrayers.)' This is the only explanation 
presented by Ibn Jarir At-Tabari and Ibn Abi Hatim, but 
the first view is stronger and more obvious because it is a 
continuation of what the wife of the ‘Aziz said in the 
presence of the king. Yusuf was not present at all during 
this time, for he was released later on and brought to the 
king by his order. 

The king was much impressed with his nobility and 
intelligence of Yusuf (AS). He therefore, offered him an 
important position in the Government. He was appointed 
as the Director of Stores and became Aziz of Egypt. 


There is no report in the Quran or Ahadith of the 
Prophet (SAW) to prove or disprove that Yusuf (AS) 
married the wife of al-‘Azeez, whose name was said by 
some to be Ra‘eel and by others to be Zulaykha. However, 


al-Haafiz Ibn Kathir suggested that Zulaykha was her title. 


Chapter 7 
STORY OF LUQMAN: THE WISE 


MAN 


Luqman was highly praised by Allah [SWT] Who 
narrates his advice to his own son in which the first act 
that he forbids is Shirk Goining others with Allah.) Allah 
[SWT] narrated the story of Luqman to His Messemger 
Muhammad (SAW) which is covered in the Ayat (31:12-19) 
of Surah Luqman. The Quran confirms: 
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(And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah saying: "Give thanks to 
Atan." And whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) himself. 
And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah is All-Rich, Worthy of all praise.) 
(Quran 31:12) 





Ibn kathir explains that the Salaf differed over the 


identity of Luqman; there are two opinions: was he a 
Prophet or just a righteous servant of Allah without the 
prophethood The majority favored the latter view, that he 
was a righteous servant of Allah [SWT] without being a 
Prophet. Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, narrating from 
AlAsh‘ath, from “Ikrimah, from Ibn “Abbas, "Luqman 
was an Ethiopian slave who was a carpenter. Abdullah bin 
Az-Zubayr said, "I said to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah: ‘What did 
you hear about Luqman' He said: * He was short with a flat 
nose, and came from Nubia." Yahya bin Sa`id Al-Ansari 
narrated from Sa`id bin Al-Musayyib that "Luqman was 
from the black peoples of (southern) Egypt, and had thick 
lips. Allah gave him wisdom but withheld prophethood 
from him." Al-`Awza`i said, "` Abdur-Rahman bin 
Harmalah told me; `A black man came to Sa`id bin 
AlMusayyib to ask him a question, and Sa`id bin Al- 
Musayyib said to him: "Do not be upset because you are 


black, for among the best of people were three who were 
black: Bilal, Mahja` the freed slave of `Umar bin Al- 
Khattab, and Luqman the Wise, who was a black Nubian 
with thick lips.” Ibn Jarir recorded that Khalid Ar-Raba‘i 
said: "Luqman was an Ethiopian slave who was a 
carpenter. His master said to him, “Slaughter this sheep 
for us,’ so he slaughtered it. }His master said: “Bring the 
best two pieces from it,’ so he brought out the tongue and 
the heart. Then time passed, as much as Allah willed, and 
jhis master said: ‘Slaughter this sheep for us,’ so he 
slaughtered it. (His master) said, ‘Bring the worst two 
morsels from it,’ so he brought out the tongue and the 
heart. His master said to him, `I told you to bring out the 
best two pieces, and you brought these, then I told you to 
bring out the worst two pieces, and you brought these!’ 
Luqman said, “There is nothing better than these if they 
are good, and there is nothing worse than these if they are 





bad." Shu’ bah narrated from Al-Hakam, from Mujahid, 
"Luqman was a righteous servant, but he was not a 
Prophet." 

Ibn Kathir further explains that Allah's statement: 
(And indeed We bestowed upon Luqman Al-Hikmah) 
means, understanding, knowledge and eloquence. And the 
statement: (saying: "Give thanks to Allah.") means, ‘We 
commanded him to give thanks to Allah for the blessings 
and favors that Allah had given to him alone among his 
people and contemporaries.’ Then Allah says: (And 
whoever gives thanks, he gives thanks for (the good of) 
himself) means, the benefit of that will come back to him, 
and Allah's reward is for those who give thanks. And the 
statement: (And whoever is unthankful, then verily, Allah 
is Rich, Worthy of all praise) means He has no need of His 
servants and He will not be harmed by that, even if all the 
people of the earth were to disbelieve, for He has no need 


of anything or anyone besides Himself. There is no God 
but He, and we worship none but Him. The story 
continues, as the Quran confirms: 
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(13. And when Luqman said to his son when he was advising him; "O my son! 
Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily, Joining others in worship with 
Aliah is a great Zuim (wrong) indeed.) (14, And We have enjoined on man 
(to be dutiful and good) to his parents. Hs mother bore him in weakness and 
hardship upon weakness and hardship, and his weaning is in two years -- give 
thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) (15. But if 
they strive with you to make you join in worship with Me others that of which 
you have no knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in the 
world kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance and in 
obedience. Then to Me will be your return, and I shall tell you what you used 
to do.) (Quran 13-15) 
Tbn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] tells us how 
Luqman (AS) advised his son. His full name was Luqman 


bin `Anqa' bin Sadun, and his son's name was Tharan, 

















according to a saying quoted by As-Suhayli. Allah 
describes him in the best terms, and states that he granted 
him wisdom. Luqman advised his son, the closest and 
most beloved of all people to him, who deserved to be 
given the best of his knowledge. So, Luqman (AS) started 
by advising him to worship Allah [SWT] Alone, and not to 
associate anything with Him. Then he warned him as the 
statement: (Verily, joining others in worship with Allah 
[SWT] is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed) meaning, it is the 
greatest wrong. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdullah said: "When the 
Ayah: (It is those who believe and confuse not their belief 
with Zulm) (6:82) was revealed, the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah were distressed by this, and said, 
“Who among us does not confuse his belief with Zulm' The 
Messenger of Allah said: (That is not what it means. Have 
you not heard what Luqman said: (O my son! Join not in 


worship others with Allah. Verily, joining others in 
worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed))" It 
was recorded by Muslim. When Luqman advised his son 
to worship Allah [SWT] Alone, he also told him to honor 
his parents. Allah says here: (And We have enjoined on 
man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents. His mother 
bore him in weakness and hardship upon weakness and 
hardship,) Mujahid said: "The hardship of bearing the 
child." Qatadah said: "Exhaustion upon exhaustion.” The 
statement: (give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto 
Me is the final destination) means, `I will reward you most 
generously for that.’ The statement: (But if they strive with 
you to make you join in worship with Me others that of 
which you have no knowledge, then obey them not) 
means, if they try hard to make you follow them in their 
religion, then do not accept that from them, but do not let 
that stop you from behaving with them in the world 


kindly, i.e. treating them with respect. And the statement: 
(and follow the path of him who turns to Me in repentance 
and in obedience.) means, the believers. 

At-Tabarani recorded in Al-“Ishrah that Sa`d bin 
Malik said, "This Ayah: (But if they strive with you to 
make you join in worship with Me others that of which you 
have no knowledge, then obey them not;) was revealed 
concerning me. I was a man who honored his mother, but 
when I became Muslim, she said: `O Sa`d! What is this 
new thing I see you doing Leave this religion of yo urs, or I 
will not eat or drink until I die, and people will say: Shame 
on you, for what you have done to me, and they will say 
that you have killed your mother.’ I said, `Do not do that, 
O mother, for I will not give up this religion of mine for 
anything.’ She stayed without eating for one day and one 
night, and she became exhausted; then she stayed for 
another day and night without eating, and she became 


utterly exhausted. When I saw that, I said: `O my mother, 
by Allah, even if you had one hundred souls and they were 
to depart one by one, I would not give up this religion of 
mine for anything, so if you want to, eat, and if you want 
to, do not eat.’ So she ate." The story continues as the 
Quran confirms: 
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(26. "O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of mustard 
Seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or on the earth, Allah will 
bring t forth. Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.") (17. "O my son! Perform 
the Salah, enjoin the good, and forbid the evi, and bear with patience 
whatever befals you, Verily, these are some of the important 
commandments.") (18. “And turn not your face away from men with pride, 
nor walk in insolence through the earth. Verily, Allah likes not any arrogant 
boaster.") (19. "And be moderate in your walking, and lower your voice. 
Verily, the harshest of all voices & the braying of the asses.") (Quran 31:16- 








19) 





This is useful advice which Allah tells us Luqman 
gave, so that people may follow it and take it as a good 
example. Ibn Kathir explains that the statement: (O my 
son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of a grain of 
mustard seed, ) means, if a wrong action or a sin be equal 
to the size of a grain of mustard seed, and the statement: 
(Allah will bring it forth) means, He will bring it forth on 
the Day of Resurrection, when it is placed in the Scales of 
justice and everyone is rewarded or punished for his 
actions -- if they are good, he will be rewarded and if they 
are bad he will be punished. Even if this tiny thing were to 
be hidden inside a solid rock or anywhere in the heavens 
and the earth, Allah [SWT] will bring it forth, because 
nothing is hidden from Him, not even the weight of a 
speck of dust in the heavens or on the earth. Allah says: 
(Verily, Allah is Subtle, Well-Aware.) meaning, His 
knowledge is subtle, for nothing is hidden from Him, no 


matter how small, subtle and minute. The statement: (and 
bear with patience whatever befalls you) means Luqman 
knew that whoever enjoins what is good and forbids what 
is evil, will inevitably encounter harm and annoyance from 
people, so he told him to be patient. And the statement: 
(Verily, these are some of the important commandments) 
means, being patient when people cause harm or 
annoyance is one of the most important commandments. 
Ibn Kathir further explains that the statement: (And 
turn not your face away from men with pride) means, ‘do 
not turn your face away from people when you speak to 
them or they speak to you, looking down on them in an 
arrogant fashion. Rather be gentle towards them and greet 
them with a cheerful face,’ as it says in the Hadith: (... even 
if it is only by greeting your brother with a cheerful 
countenance. And beware of letting your lower garment 
trail below your ankles, for this is a kind of boasting, and 


Allah does not like boasting.) The statement: (nor walk in 
insolence through the earth) means, “do not be boastful, 
arrogant, proud and stubborn. Do not do that, for Allah 
[SWT] will hate you.’ So he said: (Verily, Allah likes not 
any arrogant boaster) meaning, one who shows off and 
admires himself, feeling that he is better than others. The 
statement: (And be moderate in your walking,) means, 
walk in a moderate manner, neither slow and lazy nor 
excessively fast, but be moderate, somewhere in between 
these two extremes. 

Ibn Kathir further explains that the statement: (and 
lower your voice) means, do not exaggerate in your 
speaking and do not raise your voice unnecessarily. Allah 
says: (Verily, the harshest of all voices is the braying of the 
asses.) Mujahid and others said, "The most ugly of voices 
is the voice of the donkey, i.e., when a person raises his 
voice, the resulting noise is like the voice of a donkey in its 


loudness. Moreover this is hateful to Allah. Likening a 
loud voice to that of a donkey implies that it is forbidden 
and extremely blameworthy, because the Messenger of 
Allah said: (It is not befitting us to be an evil parable. The 
person who takes back his gift, he is like a dog that vomits 
and then goes back to his vomit.) 

This is very useful advice, which the Quran tells us 
about Luqman. Many other proverbs and words of advice 
were also narrated from him, some examples of which we 
will quote below, as basic principles: Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ibn `Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: (Luqman the Wise used to say: when something is 
entrusted to the care of Allah, He protects it.) It was 
narrated that AsSari bin Yahya said: "Luqman said to his 
son: ‘Wisdom puts the poor in the company of kings."" It 
was also narrated that `Awn bin “Abdullah said: "Luqman 
said to his son: `O my son! When you come to a gathering 
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loudness. Moreover this is hateful to Allah. Likening a 
loud voice to that of a donkey implies that it is forbidden 
and extremely blameworthy, because the Messenger of 
Allah said: (It is not befitting us to be an evil parable. The 
person who takes back his gift, he is like a dog that vomits 
and then goes back to his vomit.) 

This is very useful advice, which the Quran tells us 
about Luqman. Many other proverbs and words of advice 
were also narrated from him, some examples of which we 
will quote below, as basic principles: Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ibn `Umar said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: (Luqman the Wise used to say: when something is 
entrusted to the care of Allah, He protects it.) It was 
narrated that AsSari bin Yahya said: "Luqman said to his 
son: ‘Wisdom puts the poor in the company of kings."" It 
was also narrated that `Awn bin “Abdullah said: "Luqman 
said to his son: `O my son! When you come to a gathering 


of people, greet them with Salam, then sit at the edge of 
the group, and do not speak until you see that they have 
finished speaking. Then if they remember Allah, join 
them, but if they speak of anything else, then leave them 
and go to another group'." 

Other pieces of advice given by Luqman has been 
mentioned in a book titled Hikmat Luqman (Luqman’s 
Wisdom). From this valuable book, we get the following: 
fi “O my son! Verily, wisdom has brought the indigent to 
the courts of kings” (narrated by Damurah after As-Sariy 
Ibn Yahia). 

E “O my son! If you come to a people’s setting, start 
them with salutation (saying As-Salamu ‘Alaikum (Peace 
be with you)), then, take a side and do not utter a word till 
they speak. If you find them observing the Remembrance 
of Allah, join them. But, if they observe anything else, turn 
away from them and seek others (who remember Allah 


Almighty)” (narrated by ‘Abdah Ibn Sulaiman after Ibn Al- 
Mubarak after ‘Abdur Rahman Al-Mas’ udi after ‘Aun Ibn 
“Abdullah). 

 “O my son! Take Allah’s Obedience as your trade, 
and you will gain profits without having any 
merchandises” (narrated by Saiyar after Ja’far after Malik 
Tbn Dinar). 

k “O my son! Fear Allah and do not let the people 
notice that you fear Him to gain honor (from them) while 
your heart is sinful” (narrated by Abul Ashhab after 
Muhammad Ibn Wasi’). 

E “O my son! I have never regretted keeping silent. If 
words are silver, silence is golden” (told by Hasan after Al- 
Junaid after Sufyan). 

E “O my son! Stay away from evil and it will stay away 
from you, for evil begets nothing but evil” (told by ‘Abdul 
Samad and Waki’ after Abul Ashhab after Qatadah). 


E “O my son! Choose between gatherings (of people) 
precisely! If you find a gathering in which Allah is 
mentioned, sit yourself with them. Thus, if you are 
knowledgeable, your knowledge will benefit you; but, if 
you are ignorant, they will teach you; and if Allah wishes 
to do them good, you will be benefited therewith. 

E O my son! Do not sit in a gathering in which Allah is 
not mentioned because if you are knowledgeable, your 
knowledge will not benefit you; and if you are ignorant, 
they will add to your ignorance; and if Allah wishes to 
afflict them with harm, you will be afflicted with them. O 
my son! Do not rejoice at seeing a strong man who sheds 
the blood of the faithful, for Allah appoints for him a killer 
that does not ever die” (narrated by Imam Ahmed after 
‘Abdur Rahman Ibn Mahdi after Nafi’ Ibn ‘Umar after Ibn 
Abu Malikah after ‘Ubaid Ibn ‘Umair). 

“O my son: Let your speech be good and your face 


be smiling; you will be more loved by the people than 
those who give them provisions.” And, he said: “It is stated 
in the wisdom of the Torah: “Kindness is the head of 
wisdom.” And, he said: “It is stated in the Torah: “As you 
show mercy (to others), mercy will be shown to you.” And, 
he said: “It is stated in the wisdom: “You will gain what 
you give (or, harvest what you grow).” And, he said: “It is 
stated in the wisdom: “Love your friend and the friend of 
your father” (narrated by Abu Mu’awiyah after Hisham 
Ibn ‘Urwah). 

& Luqman advised his son not to befriend a fool for it 
might give him the impression that his foolishness is being 
approved of; and not to anger a wise man for he might 
distance himself (narrated by Dawud Ibn Rashid after Ibn 
Al-Mubarak after Mu’amir after Abu ‘Uthman). 

# Luqman was once asked: “Who is the best one in 
terms of patience?” He said: “It is the one who practices 


no harm after observing patience.” Then he was asked: 
“Who is the best one in terms of knowledge?” He said: “It 
is he who adds to his own knowledge through the 
knowledge of others.” When asked:“Who is the best from 
among the whole people?” he said: “It is the wealthy.” 
They said: “Is it the one who has properties and riches?” 
He said: “No! But, it is the one who is generous in doing 
good when others seek it from him, and, it is the one who 
does not need anything from others”(narrated by Abdur 
Razzaq after Mu’amir after Ayyub after Abu Qulabah). 

il Yazid Ibn Hamn and Waki’ told us after Abul 
AShhab about Khalid Ar-Rab’i as saying: “Luqman was an 
Ethiopian slave who worked as a carpenter. One day, his 
master ordered him to slaughter a goat and bring him the 
most pleasant and delicious two parts from it. Luqman 
brought him the tongue and heart. The master 
asked:“Didn’t you find anything more pleasant than 


these?” Luqman said: “No!” After a while, the master 
ordered him to slaughter a goat and to throw away two of 
the most malignant parts. Luqman slaughtered the goat 
and threw away the tongue and heart. The master 
exclaimed and said: “I ordered you to bring me the most 
delicious parts and you brought me the tongue and heart, 
and I ordered yo u to throw away the most malignant parts 
and you threw away the tongue and heart, how can this 
be?” Luqman said: “Nothing can be more pleasing than 
these if they are good and nothing can be more malicious 
than these if they are malignant.” 

® Dawud Ibn Usaid told us after Isma’il Ibn ‘Ayyash 
after Damdam Ibn Zar’ah after Shuraih Ibn ‘Ubaid Al- 
Hadrami after ‘Abdullah Ibn Zaid: Luqman said: “Verily, 
Allah’s Hand is on the mouths of wise men; none of them 
speaks but with what Allah assigned for him.” 

® Abdur Razzaq told us after Mu’amir after Ayyub 
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after Abu Qulabah that according to Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah, 
Luqman was asked: ‘Who is the worst of all people?” He 
replied: “It is the one who does not feel shame if found 
committing a sinful deed.” 

il Abu As-Samad reported to us that Malik Ibn Dianr 
said: I found some pieces of-wisdom as follows: “Allah 
Almighty scatters and wastes the bones of those who give 
religious opinions that go with the people’s lusts and 
desires.” And, “There is no good for you that you learn 
something new while you do not practice what you have 
learned previously. This is like a man who gathered a pile 
of dry wood, then tried to carry it but couldn’t. Thereupon, 
he collected a second one.” 


Chapter 8 
STORY OF DHUL-QARNAYN: 
THE POWERFUL MAN 


The story of Dhul Qarnayn is related in Surah Kahf 
[Surah 18] in the Quran. It is said that unbelievers were 
trying to test Prophet Muhammad (SAW) by asking 
Muslims to ask him certain questions to which, they 
thought, he would have no answer, unless he was truly the 
Prophet. So they asked him about some young people who 
lived in a cave, and about a man who traveled far and 
wide, and about soul. This was the occasion of the 
Revelation of Surah Kahf in which Allah [SWT] informs 
the Prophet (SAW) about the answers to these questions. 
The Quran confirms: 
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(And they ask you about Dhul-Qarnayn. Say: "I shall recite to you something of 


his story." Verly, We established him in the earth, and We gave him the means 
of everything.) (Quran 18:83-84) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (Verily, 
We established him in the earth,) means, ‘We have given 
him great power, so that he had all that kings could have 
of might, armies, war equipment and siege machinery.’ So 
he had dominion over the east and the west, all countries 
and their kings submitted to him, and all the nations, Arab 
and non-Arab, served him. Some of them said he was 
called Dhul-Qarnayn (the one with two horns) because he 
reached the two "Horns" of the sun, east and west, where 
it rises and where it sets Regarding the statement: (and 
We gave him the means of everything,) Ibn “Abbas, 
Mujahid, Sa`id bin Jubayr, “Ikrimah, As-Suddi, Qatadah, 
Ad-Dahhak and others said, "This means knowledge.” 











Qatadah also said the statement: (and We gave him the 
means of everything) means "the different parts and 
features of the earth.” Allah [SWT] gave Dhul-Qarnayn the 
means of all things, meaning the means and power to 
conquer all areas, regions and countries, to defeat 
enemies, suppress the kings of the earth and humiliate the 
people of Shirk. He was given all that a man like him 
would need. And Allah [SWT] knows best. 
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(85. So he followed a way.) (86. Until, when he reached the setting place of the 
Sun, he found t setting in a spring of Hamtah, And he found near & a people 
We' said: "O Dhu-Qamayn! Ether you punish them or treat them with 
keindness.") (87. He said: “AS for him who does wrong, we shall punish him, and 
then he wil be brought back unto hë Lord, Who wil punish him with a terrible 
torment (Hell).") (88. "But as for him who believes and works righteousness, he 
shall have the best reward, and we shall speak unto him mild words.") (Quran 
18: 85-88) 








Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement : (Until, 
when he reached the setting place of the sun,) means, he 
followed a route until he reached the furthest point that 
could be reached in the direction of the sun's setting, 
which is the west of the earth. As for the idea of his 
reaching the place in the sky where the sun sets, this is 
something impossible, and the tales told by storytellers 
that he traveled so far to the west that the sun set behind 
him are not true at all. Most of these stories come from the 
myths of the People of the Book and the fabrications and 
lies of their heretics. Allah's statement: (he found it setting 
in a spring of Hami'ah) means, he saw the sun as if it were 
setting in the ocean. This is something which everyone 
who goes to the coast can see: it looks as if the sun is 
setting into the sea but in fact it never leaves its path in 
which it is fixed. Hami'ah is, according to one of the two 
views, derived from the word Hama’ah, which means mud. 


The statement: (And he found near it a people) means a 
nation - a great nation from among the sons of Adam. 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (We 
(Allah) said (by inspiration): "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Either you 
punish them or treat them with kindness") means, Allah 
[SWT] gave him power over them and gave him the 
choice: if he wanted to, he could kill the men and take the 
women and children captive, or if he wanted to, he could 
set them free, with or without a ransom. His justice and 
faith became apparent in the ruling he pronounced. The 
statement (As for him who does wrong,) means who 
persists in his Kufr and in associating others in worship 
with his Lord. 








(89. Then he followed (another) way,) (90. Until, when he came to the rising 
place of the sun, he found it rising on a_people for whom We (Alah) had 
provided no sheker against the sun.) (91. So (t was)! And We knew all about 
him (Dhul-Qarnayn).) (Quran 18: 89-90) 


Ibn Kathie explains that Allah [SWT] tells us that 
Dhul-Qarnayn then traveled from the west of the earth 
towards the east. Every time he passed a nation, he 
subjugated the people and called them to Allah [SWT]. If 
they obeyed him, all well and good, otherwise he would 
humiliate them and take their wealth and possessions. 
From every nation he took what his armies needed to fight 
the next nation. When he reached the place where the sun 
rises, as Allah’s statement: (he found it rising on a people) 
meaning a nation and statement: (for whom We (Allah) 
had provided no shelter against the sun) meaning, they 
had no buildings or trees to cover them and shade them 











from the heat of the sun. 

Qatadah said, "It was mentioned to us that they were 
in a land where nothing grew, so when the sun rose they 
would go into tunnels until it had passed its zenith, then 
they would come out to go about their daily lives and earn 
themselves a living. Regarding Allah’s statement:(go (it 
was)! And We knew all about him.) Mujahid and As-Suddi 
said, "This means that Allah [SWT] knew everything about 
him and his army, and nothing was hidden from Him, 
even though they came from so many different nations 
and lands. The Quran continues: 
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(92, Then he followed (another) way,) (93. Unti, when he reached between two 
mountains, he found before them a people who scarcely understood a word.) 
(84, They’ said: "O Ohul-Qamayn! Verily, Ya'juj and Ma'juj are doing great 
mischief in the land, Shall we then pay you a tribute in order that you might 
erect a barrier between us and them") (95. He said: "That in which my Lord had 
established me i better. So help me with strength, I will erect between you and 
them a barrier.”) (96. "Give me Zubar of iron;” then, when he had filed up the 
‘gap between the two mountain-clfs, he said: "Blow," then when he had made 
them (red as) fire, he said: "Bring me Qran to pour over them.") (Quran 
18:92-96) 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (Then he 
followed (another) way) means, he traveled from the east 
of the earth until he reached a place between the two 
mountains which were next to one another with a valley in 
between, from which Ya'juj and Ma'juj (God and Magog) 


will emerge into the land of the Turks and spread mischief 











there, destroying crops and people. Ya'juj and Ma'juj are 
among the progeny of Adam, peace be upon him, as was 
recorded in the Two Sahihs; (“Allah said: "O Adam." Adam 
said, "Here I am at Your service.” Allah said, "Send forth 
the group of Hellfire." Adam said, "What is the group of 
Hellfire" Allah said: "Out of every thousand, nine hundred 
and ninety-nine will go to Hell and one will go to 
Paradise.” At that time young men will turn grey and every 
pregnant female will drop her load. Among you are two 
nations who never come to anything but they overwhelm it 
with their huge numbers. (They are) Ya'juj and Ma'juj.” 
Ibn Kathir explains that Allah statement: (he found 
before them a people who scarcely understood a word) 
means that he could not understand their speech, because 
they were so isolated from other people. Regarding 
statement: (They said: "O Dhul-Qarnayn! Verily, Ya'juj 
and Ma'juj are doing great mischief in the land. Shall we 





then pay you a tribute") Ibn Jurayj reported from `Ata' 
from Ibn ‘Abbas that this meant a great reward, i.e., they 
wanted to collect money among themselves to give to him 
so that he would create a barrier between them and Ya'juj 
and Ma'juj. Dhul-Qarnayn said with kindness, 
righteousness and good intentions. Allah’s statement: 
(That in which my Lord had established me is better (than 
your tribute)) means, the power and authority that Allah 
[SWT] has given me is better for me than what you have 
collected. Dhul-Qarnayn said: “What I have is better than 
what you want to give me, but help me with strength,’ i.e., 
with your labor and construction equipment, He 
continued (I will erect between you and them a barrier. 
Give me Zubar of iron,) Zubar is the plural of Zubrah, 
which means pieces or chunks of something. This was the 
view of Ibn “Abbas, Mujahid and Qatadah. These pieces 
were like bricks or blocks, and it was said that each block 


weighed one Damascene Qintar or more. 

Tbn Kathir explain that Allah’s statement: (then, when 
he had filled up the gap between the two mountain-cliffs,) 
means, he put the blocks on top of one another, starting at 
the bottom, until he reached the tops of the mountains, 
filling the width and height of the gap. The statement: (he 
said: "Blow;") means, he lit a fire until the whole thing was 
burning hot. Regarding statement: (he said: "Bring me 
Qitran to pour over them") Ibn “Abbas, Mujahid, 
“Ikrimah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and As-Suddi said it was 
copper. Some of them added that it was molten. 

Then Allah [SWT] said: 
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(97. So they could not scale It or dig through it.) (98. He said: "This is a mercy 
from my Lord, but when the promise of my Lord comes, He shall Dakka’ t: down 
to the ground. And the promise of my Lord is ever true.) (99. And on that Day, 
We shall leave some of them to surge ike waves on one another; and the 
Trumpet will be blown, and We shall collect them (the creatures) all together.) 
(Quran 18:97-99) 

Allah [SWT] tells us that Ya'juj and Ma'juj could not 
climb over the barrier or penetrate its lower portion. 
Varying forms of the verb are used here in the Arabic text 
to reflect the difficulty of the action referred to. Allah’s 
statement: (So they (Ya'juj and Ma'juj) could not scale it or 
dig through it) indicates that they could not penetrate it or 
dig through it. Imam Ahmad recorded that Zaynab bint 
Jahsh, the wife of the Prophet (SAW) said, "The Prophet 
woke from sleep, and he was red in the face. He said: (La 
ilaha illallah! Woe to the Arabs from the evil that has 











approached (them). Today a hole has been opened in the 
barrier of Ya'juj and 

Ma'juj like this.) and he made a circle with his index 
finger and thumb. I (Zaynab) said, `O Messenger of Allah, 
will we be destroyed even though there will be righteous 
people among us’ He said: (Yes, if evil increases.)" This is 
a Sahih Hadith, both Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded it. 

The statement: ((Dhul-Qarnayn) said: "This is a 
mercy from my Lord...") meaning, after it was built by 
Dhul-Qarnayn. And statement: (He said: This is a mercy 
from my Lord) for the people, when he placed a barrier 
between them and Ya'juj and Ma'juj, to stop them from 
spreading ev il and corruption on earth.The statement: 
(but when the promise of my Lord comes) means, when 
the true promise comes and the statement: (He shall 
Dakka' it down to the ground.) means, will make it flat. 
The Arabs use Dakka' to describe a female camel whose 


back is flat and has no hump. The statement: (And the 
promise of my Lord is ever true.) means, it will come to 
pass without a doubt and statement: (We shall leave some 
of them) means mankind, on that day, the day when the 
barrier will be breached and these people (Ya'juj and 
Ma'juj) will come out surging over mankind to destroy 
their wealth and property. 

Leadership is about delegating authority, and a 
central principle of delegation is that authority must be 
delegated with appropriate resources, i.e. the means to 
accomplish the task one has been delegated with. In the 
story of Dhul Qarnayn, we are reminded that Allah [SWT] 
is the Sovereign. He delegates authority to us in different 
degrees. He delegates tasks to us, and accomplishes what 
He Wills through us. But He will not demand the 
accomplishment of a delegated task without giving us the 
proper resources to accomplish it. Allah [SWT] says that 


he established Dhul Qarnayn in the earth and gave him 
the means of everything, the resources and abilities that 
may be needed. 

Also this story tells us that Allah [SWT] does not 
demand from us what we do not have the ability to 
accomplish, when he says in Surah al Baqarah: (On no 
soul does Allah place a burden greater than he can bear.) 
So, in human terms, this is a lesson for us when we find 
ourselves in any position of leadership, that we expect the 
best from those we delegate tasks to, with two conditions: 
We do not expect more than we know they are capable of 
delivering, and we give them the material resources and 
the training needed to get the job done. 

This story also tells us that Leadership is constantly 
tested. Here Dhul Qarnayn is put to the test and he is 
established in authority. Dhul Qarnayn has been given the 
capacity to do anything, and he is asked now to decide 


what he will do with a people whom he has apparently 
overpowered. Dhul Qarnayn shows the discernment of a 
good leader — distinguishing between those who are 
righteous and those who are not. He shows the leadership 
qualities of fairness and justice. 

Here the carrpt ans stick principle is also used as 
whilst good people must be rewarded and honored then 
the wrong-doers must be punishet. Notice the two stages 
in each case. In the wrongdoers’ case, first punishment 
comes from Dhul Qarnayn, and a greater punishment 
comes later from Allah [SWT]. In the case of good people, 
first they will get the best of rewards from Dhul Qarnayn, 
and on top of that he will speak to them kindly. So the 
difference between treatment of the good and the bad is 
significant as it should be. 

The story also tells us that Leadership is not 
exploitative. When Dhul Qarnayn meets a people (nation) 


who speak a different language and are obviously 
strangers to him, he treats them with a sense of service, 
not greed. Even though they themselves offer to pay for 
him to erect a protective barrier against foreign attackers, 
Dhul Qarnayn does not demand more, he does not even 
accept what he is willingly offered because he does not 
want to exploit their weakness. Maybe if they fought him 
and lost, he may expect something from them, but not 
when they basically surrendered and exposed to him their 
weakness. So like a good leader, he is generous. In his 
generosity also, he remains humble, because he 
remembers that even what he has is given to him by Allah 
[SWT], and says so. He also realizes that the power that 
Allah [SWT] has blessed him with is only a means to serve 
Allah [SWT]. He serves Allah [SWT] through being a 
servant-leader to his people, i.e. taking care of their needs. 
Story also tells us that Leadership is about teamwork 
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because leaders cannot accomplish anything without their 
followers (and of course Allah’s help). After telling them 
what he has from Allah [SWT] is better than what they can 
offer, Dhul Qarnayn tells them that he will help them if 
they will help him in the task, and work together as a 
group. This action does three things that good leaders do 
in accomplishing their mission: (a) asking the people to 
help him dignifies the people by making them a partner in 
solving the problem, (b) it give them a stake the success of 
the solution, and (c) it also give them a sense of 
responsibility for owning and maintaining the solution 
they have arrived at. It is also important to note that Dhul 
Qarnayn asks them to help him with what they do possess, 
which was their strength (labour-force). 

In the story, Dhul Qarnayn also displays another 
characteristic of his leadership and ability to accomplish 
things, by clearly laying down the process and acting on it 


stage by stage methodically, such as:(a) he informs them 
and prepares them for the task; (b) he seeks their 
commitment and tells them what he will accomplish with 
their help; (c) he completes the first stage by having them 
bring blocks of iron to be placed between the mountains; 
(d) he lights the fire and asks them to blow on it; and (e) 
he completes the next stage by having them bring copper 
to pour over red hot iron. The wall is then ready, with his 
knowledge and wisdom working hand in hand with the 
people's strength and commitment. 

Dhul Qarnayn also displays that a good leader is also 
a good follower: He asks them to follow his directives, and 
he also participates actively in the action as a role model. 
Indeed, Dhul Qarnayn himself takes charge of the most 
dangerous task by personally pouring the molten lead over 
the blocks of itron. It was a good project management 
practice giving rise to a method of performance and 
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accomplishment for routine task based on Dhul Qarnayn’s 
methodical conduct in this situation. 

It is noteworthy here that the the resources like iron 
and copper were there but they lacked the knowledge to 
use them. This tells us that we have an obligation to learn 
how to use whatever resources we may be blesses with. 
Thus the advancement of science and technology and 
other forms of knowledge that can help us benefit from 
our resources is an Islamic obligation. It is also noted here 
that barrier that Dhul Qarnayn erected shows his mastery 
over the technology far ahead of his time. So, Dhul 
Qarnayn’s scientific and engineering knowledge and skills 
is part of the mean that Allah [SWT] gave him when he 
established him in the earth. Accordingly, we must regard 
technical knowledge as a gift from Allah[SWT] to be 
acknowledged, cultivated, promoted, advanced and used 
in our own lives and in service to others. The clear and 


specific reference in the Quran to this great engineering 
project tells us. in no certain terms, that it is the Islamic 
way — to solve human problems with technical knowledge 
and wisdom given to us by Allah [SWT]. 

The story also tells us that like a good leader, having 
accomplished his task — to build a barrier that will prevent 
foreign invaders — Dhul Qarnayn remembers and reminds 
the people that the true source of all accomplishment is 
Allah [SWT]. He tells them: (a) what he has accomplished 
is due to the Mercy of Allah [SWT]; (b) just like everything 
else this accomplishment will perish when the Final Day 
comes, thereby alerting them that the Final Day is still the 
ultimate truth. In a way, Dhul Qarnayn is sharing his 
humility that even his great accomplishment is no match 
for the power of Allah [SWT] 


Chapter 9 
STORY OF PROPHET MUSA (AS) 
AND AL-KHIDR 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa’id bin Jubayr said, "I said 
to Ibn “Abbas: `Nawf Al-Bikali claims that Musa, the 
companion of Al-Khidr was not the Musa of the Children 
of Israel.' Ibn “Abbas said, `The enemy of Allah has told a 
lie.’ Ubayy bin Ka`b narrated that he heard the Messenger 
of Allah say: (Musa got up to deliver a speech before the 
Children of Israel and he was asked, "Who is the most 
learned person among the people” Musa replied, "I am." 
Allah rebuked him because he did not refer the knowledge 
to Allah. So Allah revealed to him: "At the junction of the 
two seas there is a servant of Ours who is more learned 


than you." Musa asked, "O my Lord, how can I meet him" 
Allah said, "Take a fish and put it in a vessel and then set 
out, and where you lose the fish, you will find him.” So 
Musa took a fish, put it in a vessel and set out, along with 
his boy-servant Yusha` bin Nun, peace be upon him, till 
they reached a rock (on which) they both lay down their 
heads and slept. The fish moved vigorously in the vessel 
and got out of it and fell into the sea and there it took its 
way through the sea (straight) as in a tunnel. Allah 
stopped the flow of water on both sides of the way created 
by the fish, and so that way was like a tunnel. When Musa 
got up, his companion forgot to tell him about the fish, 
and so they carried on their journey during the rest of the 
day and the who le night. The next morning Musa said to 
his boy-servant, ("Bring us our morning meal; truly, we 
have suffered much fatigue in this, our journey.") 

Musa (AS) did not get tired till he had passed the 


place that Allah had ordered him to look for. His boy- 
servant then said to him, ("Do you remember when we 
betook ourselves to the rock I indeed forgot the fish; none 
but Shaytan made me forget to remember it. It took its 
course into the sea in a strange way.) There was a tunnel 
for the fish and Musa and his boy-servant were amazed. 
Musa said, ("That is what we have been seeking.” So they 
went back retracing their footsteps.") So they went back 
retracing their steps until they reached the rock. There 
they found a man covered with a garment. Musa greeted 
him. Al-Khidr said, "Is there such a greeting in your land” 
Musa said, "I am Musa." He said, "Are you the Musa of the 
Children of Israel” Musa said, "Yes," and added, "I have 
come to you so that you may teach me something of that 
knowledge which you have been taught.” Al-Khidr said, 
("You will not be able to have patience with me.) O Musa! 
Ihave some of Allah's knowledge which He has bestowed. 


upon me but you do not know it; and you too, have some 
of Allah's knowledge which He has bestowed upon you, 
but I do not know it.” 

Musa said, ("If Allah wills, you will find me patient, 
and I will not disobey you in aught.") Al-Khidr said to him, 
("Then, if you follow me, ask me not about anything till I 
myself mention it to you.) So they set out walking along 
the shore, until a boat passed by and they asked the crew 
to let them go on board. The crew recognized Al-Khidr and 
allowed them to go on board free of charge. When they 
went on board, suddenly Musa saw that Al-Khidr had 
pulled out one of the planks of the ship with an adz. Musa 
said to him, "These people gave us a free ride, yet you have 
broken their boat so that its people will drown! Verily, you 
have done a terrible thing! ("Al-Khidr said, "Did I not tell 
you, that you would not be able to have patience with me") 
(Musa said, "Call me not to account for what I forgot and 


be not hard upon me for my affair (with you). ")) The 
Messenger of Allah said :(In the first instance, Musa asked 
Al-Khidr because he had forgotten his promise. Then a 
bird came and sat on the edge of the boat, dipping its beak 
once or twice in the sea. Al-Khidr said to Musa, "My 
knowledge and your knowledge, in comparison to Allah's 
knowledge, is like what this bird has taken out of the sea." 
Then they both disembarked from the boat, and while 
they were walking on the shore, Al-Khidr saw a boy 
playing with other boys. Al-Khidr took hold of the boy's 
head and pulled it off with his hands, killing him. Musa 
said to him, ("Have you killed an innocent person who had 
killed none! Verily, you have committed a thing Nukr!" He 
said, "Did I not tell you that you would not be able to have 
patience with me"). The narratoé said, "The second blame 
was stronger than the first one". (Musa said, "If I ask you 
anything after this, keep me not in your company; you 


have received an excuse from me.” Then they both 
proceeded until they came to the people of a town. They 
asked them for food but they refused to entertain them. 
(Then) they found there a wall on the point of falling 
down.) (AlKhidr) set it up straight with his own hands. 
Musa said, "We came to these people, but they neither fed 
us nor received us as guests. (If you had wished, surely, 
you could have taken wages for it!" (Al-Khidr) said: "This 
is the parting between you and I. I will tell you the 
interpretation of (those) things over which you were 
unable to be patient.") 

The Messenger of Allah said: (We wish that Musa was 
patient so that Allah would have told us more about both 
of them.) Sa`id bin Jubayr said: "Ibn ‘Abbas used to recite 
(Ayah no. 79) (There was a king before them who seized 
every goodconditioned ship by force) and (Ayah no 80): 
(As for the boy, he was a disbeliever and his parents were 


believers.) Then (in another narration) Al-Bukhari 
recorded a similar account which says: (...then Musa set 
out and with him was his boy-servant Yusha* bin Nun, 
and they had the fish with them. When they reached the 
rock, they camped there, and Musa lay down his head and 
slept. At the base of the rock there was a spring called Al- 
Hayat; its water never touched a thing but it brought it to 
life. Some of its water touched the fish, so it began to move 
and jumped out of the vessel and into the sea. When he 
woke up, Musa said to his boy-servant: (Bring us our 
morning meal.)) Then he quoted the rest of the Hadith. 
Then a bird came and perched on the edge of the ship, and 
dipped its beak in the sea, and Al-Khidr said to Musa, "My 
knowledge and your knowledge and the knowledge of all 
of creation, in comparison to the knowledge of Allah, is 
like what this bird has taken from the sea." Then he 
mentioned the rest of the report. 


In Surah al-kalf, the Quran confirms: The reason for 
Musa's conversation with the boy servant, Yusha* bin 
Nun, was that he had been told about one of the servants 
of Allah [SWT] at the junction of the two seas, who had 
knowledge which Musa (AS) had not been granted, so he 
wanted to travel to meet him. So he said to that boy- 
servant that he will keep on traveling until they reach the 
place where the two seas met even if they have to travel for 
a very long time. Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him) 
said, "Some of the scholars of the Arabic language said 
that Huqub means a year in the dialect of (the tribe of) 
Qays," then he narrated that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, 
"Huqub means eighty years." Mujahid said, "Seventy 
years." ` 

Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn `Abbas said that 
it means a lifetime. Qatadah and Ibn Zayd said likewise. 
The statement: (But when they reached the junction of the 
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two seas, they forgot their fish), he had been commanded 
to carry a salted fish with him, and it had been said to him, 
when you lose the fish, that will be a sign that you have 
reached the right place. So they set out and traveled until 
they reached the junction of the two seas, where there was 
a spring called ‘Ayn AlHayat (the Spring of Life). They 
went to sleep there, and the fish felt the drops of that 
water, so it came back to life. It was in a vessel with Yusha, 
upon him be peace, and it jumped out of the vessel 
towards the sea. Yusha* woke up and the fish fell into the 
water and started to swim through the water, leaving a 
track or channel behind it. Allah said: (and it took its way 
through the sea as in a tunnel) meaning, like going 
through a tunnel on land. Ibn Jurayj said, "Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “It left a trace as if it were a rock." The statement: 
(So when they had passed further on,) means, past the 
place where they had forgotten the fish. Forgetfulness is 


attributed to them both even though it was actually 
Yusha* who forgot. The statement; ((Musa) said to his 
boy-servant: "Bring us our morning meal; truly, we have 
suffered in this, our journey) means, their journey beyond 
the place where they should have stopped. 

The Quran continues: In the statement: (Then they 
found one of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed 
mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge from 
Us) refer to Al-Khidr, peace be upon him, as is indicated 
by the authentic Hadiths narrated from the Messenger of 
Allah (SAW) as stated above. 

The Quran continues: 
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(66. Musa said to him: "May I follow you so that you teach me something of that 
knowledge which you have been taught (by Allah)") (67, He said: "Verily, you 
will not be able to have patience with me!) (68. "And how can you have 
patience about a thing which you know not") (69. Musa said: "If Allah wills, you 
will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in aught.") (70. He said: “Then, IF 
you folow me, ask me not about anything til 1 myself mention of it to you.") 
(Quran 18:66-70) 

Allah [SWT] tells us what Musa( AS) said to that 
learned man, who was AlKhidr. He was one to whom Allah 
SWT] had given knowledge that He had not given to 
Musa, just as He had given Musa knowledge that He had 
not given to AlKhidr. The statement: (Musa said to him: 


"May I follow you...") is a question phrased in gentle 











terms, with no sense of force or coercion. This is the 
manner in which the seeker of knowledge should address 


the scholar: (I follow you) means, I accompany you and 
spend time with you: (so that you teach me something of 
that knowledge which you have been taught) meaning, 
teach me something from that which Allah [SWT] has 
taught you so that I may be guided by it and learn 
something beneficial and do righteous deeds. At this 
point: (He said) meaning, A lKhidr said to Musa: (Verily, 
you will not be able to have patience with me) meaning, 
“You will not be able to accompany with me when you see 
me doing things that go against your law, because I have 
knowledge from Allah [SWT] that He has not taught you, 
and you have knowledge from Allah [SWT] that He has 
not taught me. Each of us has responsibilities before Allah 
[SWT] that the other does not share, and you will not be 
able to stay with me’. The statement: (And how can you 
have patience about a thing which you know not) 

means For I know that you will denounce me justifiably, 


but I have knowledge of Allah's wisdom and the hidden 
interests which I can see but you cannot’: (He said) 
meaning, Musa said: (If Allah wills, you will find me 
patient,) with whatever I see of your affairs, (and I will not 
disobey you in aught) meaning, `I will not go against you 
in anything.’ At that point, Al-Khidr, upon him be peace, 
set a condition. The statement: (Then, if you follow me, 
ask me not about anything) do not initiate any discussion 
of the matter: (till I myself mention of it to you ) meaning, 
“until I initiate the discussion, before you ask me about it.’ 
The Quran continues: 








(71. So they both proceeded, til, when they boarded the boat, he (Khidr) 
damaged t, Musa said: "Have you damaged it wherein its people will drown 
Verily, you have committed a thing Imr.") (72. He said: "Did I not tell you, that 
You Would not be able to have patience with me") (73. He said: "Call me not to 
account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for my affair (with you).") 
(Quran 18:71-73) 

Allah [SWT] tells us that Musa (AS) and his 
companion Al-Khidr set out having come to an agreement 
and reached an understanding. Al-Khidr had made the 
condition that Musa (AS) should not ask him about 
anything he found distasteful until he himself initiated the 
discussion and offered an explanation. So they went on 
board the ship, as described in the Hadith quoted above -- 
the crew recognized Al-Khidr and let them ride on board 
free of charge, as an honour to AlKhidr. When the boat 


took them out to sea and they were far from the shore, 








AlKhidr got up and damaged the boat, pulling out one of 
its planks and then patching it up again. Musa, peace be 
upon him, could not restrain himself from denouncing 
him, so he said: (Have you damaged it wherein its people 
will drown). The grammatical structure of the sentence in 
Arabic implies that this was the consequence, not the 
purpose, of his action. The statement: (Verily, you have 
committed a thing Imr.) About `Imr', Mujahid said: "An 
evil thing.” Qatadah said, "An astounding thing.” At this 
point, reminding him of the previously-agreed condition, 
Al-Khidr said: (Did I not tell you, that you would not be 
able to have patience with me) meaning, this thing that I 
did deliberately is one of the things I told you not to 
denounce me for, because you do not know the full story, 
and there is a reason and purpose for it that you do not 
know about.’ (He said), meaning, Musa said: (Call me not 
to account for what I forgot, and be not hard upon me for 


my affair (with you).) meaning, ‘do not be harsh with me.’ 
Hence it says in the Hadith quoted above from the 
Messenger of Allah [SWT]: (In the first instance, Musa 
(AS) asked Al-Khidr because he had forgotten his 
promise.) 

The Quran continues: 
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(74. Then they both proceeded til they met a boy, and he (Khidr) killed 
him. Musa said: "Have you killed an innocent person without Nafs Verlly, you 
have committed a thing Nukr!") (75. He said: "Did T not tell you that you can 
have no patience with me") (76. He said: "If I ask you anything after this, keep 
me not in your company, you have received an excuse from me.") (Quran 
18:74-76) 


The statement: (Then they both proceeded,) means, 
after the first incident: (till they met a boy, and he (Khidr) 
killed him.) It has been stated previously that this boy was 
playing with other boys in one of the towns, and that Al- 











Khidr deliberately singled him out. He was the finest and 
most handsome of them all, and Al-Khidr killed him. 
When Musa (AS) saw that he denounced him even more 
fervently than in the first case, and said hastily: (Have you 
killed an innocent person) meaning, a young person who 
had not yet committed any sin or done anything wrong, 
yet you killed him: (without Nafs) with no reason for 
killing him. The statement: (Verily, you have committed a 
thing Nukr) meaning, something that is clearly evil. The 
next statement: (He said: "Did I not tell you that you can 
have no patience with me") Once again, Al-Khidr 
reiterates the condition set in the first place, so Musa (AS) 
says to him: (If I ask you anything after this) meaning, ‘if I 
object to anything else you do after this’: (keep me not in 
your company, you have received an excuse from me.) 
“you have accepted my apology twice.’ Ibn Jarir narrated 
from Ibn ‘Abbas that Ubayy bin Ka`b said: "Whenever the 


Prophet mentioned anyone, he would pray for himself 
first. One day he said: (May the mercy of Allah be upon us 
and upon Musa. If he had stayed with his companion he 
would have seen wonders, but he said, (“If I ask you 
anything after this, keep me not in your company, you 
have received an excuse from me.'))" 
The Quran continues: 
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(77. Then they both proceeded till when they came to the people of a town, they 
asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. Then they found 
therein a wall about to collapse and he set it up straight. (Musa) said: "If you 
had wished, surely you could have taken wages for Iti") (78. He sald: "This i 
the parting between you and I, I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things 
‘over which you were not able to be patient.") (Quran 18:77-78) 


The statement: (they both proceeded) after the first 
two instances: (till when they came to the people of a 
town,) Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Sirin that this was Al- 











Khidr deliberately singled him out. He was the finest and 
most handsome of them all, and Al-Khidr killed him. 
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killing him. The statement: (Verily, you have committed a 
thing Nukr) meaning, something that is clearly evil. The 
next statement: (He said: "Did I not tell you that you can 
have no patience with me") Once again, Al-Khidr 
reiterates the condition set in the first place, so Musa (AS) 
says to him: (If I ask you anything after this) meaning, ‘if I 
object to anything else you do after this’: (keep me not in 
your company, you have received an excuse from me.) 
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first. One day he said: (May the mercy of Allah be upon us 
and upon Musa. If he had stayed with his companion he 
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anything after this, keep me not in your company, you 
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Qe de 
(77. Then they both proceeded till when they came to the people of a town, they 
asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. Then they found 
therein a wall about to collapse and he set it up straight. (Musa) said: "If you 
had wished, surely you could have taken wages for Iti") (78. He sald: "This i 
the parting between you and I, I will tell you the interpretation of (those) things 
‘over which you were not able to be patient.") (Quran 18:77-78) 


The statement: (they both proceeded) after the first 
two instances: (till when they came to the people of a 
town,) Ibn Jarir narrated from Ibn Sirin that this was Al- 











Aylah. According to the Hadith: (When they came there, 
the people of the town were mean) i.e., miserly: (they 
asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them. 
Then they found therein a wall about to collapse and he 
(Khidr) set it up straight) meaning, he fixed it so it was 
standing upright properly. We have already seen in the 
Hadith quoted above that he set it up with his own hands, 
supporting it until it was standing straight again, which is 
something extraordinary. At this point Musa (AS) said to 
him: (If you had wished, surely you could have taken 
wages for it) meaning, because they did not entertain us as 
guests, you should not have worked for them for free: (He 
said: "This is the parting between you and I) meaning, 
because you said after the boy was killed that if you asked 
me anything after that, you would not accompany me any 
further. So this is the parting of the ways between me and 
you: (I will tell you the interpretation) meaning 


explanation: (of (those) things over which you were not 

able to be patient.) 

The Quran continues: 
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("As for the boat, t belonged to poor people working in the sea. So I wished to 
make a defective damage in t, as there was a king behind them who seized 
every boat by force.) (Quran 18:79) 

This is an explanation of what Musa (AS) found so 
hard to understand, and the appearence of which he 
condemed. Allah [SWT] showed Al-Khidr the hidden 
reasons, so he said, "I damaged the ship to make it faulty, 
because they used to pass by a king who was one of the 
oppressors, who: (seized every boat), i.e., every good, 
sound boat: (by force.) “So I wanted to prevent him from 
taking this boat by making it appear faulty, so that its poor 
owners who had nothing else could benefit from it.’ It was 
also said that they were orphans. 











The Quran continues: 
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(80. "And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and we feared he would 
‘oppress them by rebellion and dsbelief.”) (81. "So we intended that their Lord 


should exchange him for them for one better in righteousness and nearer to 
mercy.") (Quran 18:80-81) 


Ibn ‘Abbas narrated from Ubayy bin Ka`b that the 
Prophet (SAW) said: (The boy Al-Khidr killed was 
destined to be a disbeliever from the day he was created.) 
It was recorded by Ibn Jarir from Ibn “Abbas. He said: 
(his parents were believers, and we feared he would 
oppress them by rebellion and disbelief) Their love for him 
might make them follow him in disbelief. Qatadah said, 
"His parents rejoiced w hen he was born and grieved for 
him when he was killed. If he had stayed alive, he would 
have been the cause of their doom. So let a man be content 
with the decree of Allah [SWT], for the decree of Allah 




















[SWT] for the believer, if he dislikes it, is better for him 
than if He were to decree something that he likes for him.” 
An authentic Hadith says: (Allah does not decree anything 
for the believer except it is good for him.) And Allah says: 
GSS By BIBER S pop 
(and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good for you.) (Quran 2:216). 

The statement: (So we intended that their Lord 
should exchange him for them for one better in 
righteousness and nearer to mercy ) meaning a child who 
was better than this one, a child for whom they would feel 
more compassion. This was the view of Ibn Jurayj. 

In Surah al-Kahf, the Quran continues: 
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(“And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the town; and there was 
under it a treasure belonging to them; and their father was a righteous man, 
and your Lord intended that they should attain their age of full strength and take 
out their treasure as a mercy from your Lord. And I did them not of my own 
accord, That is the interpretation of those (things) over which you could not be 
patient.) (Quran 18:82) 

In this Ayah there is a proof that the word Qaryah 
(village) may be used to refer to a city (Madinah), because 
Allah [SWT] first says, as discussed abobe: (till when they 
came to the people of a town (Qaryah)) (18:77), but here 
He says: (it belonged to two orphan boys in the town (Al- 


Madinah);) This is like the Ayat: 
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(And many a town (Qaryah), stronger than your town which has driven you out 
We have destroyed) (Quran 47:13(); and, 
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(And they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to some great man of the two 














towns (Al-Qaryatayn)") (Quran 43:31). 
Al-Qaryatayn meaning Makkah and At-Ta'if. The 
meaning of the Ayah (18:82) is: "I repaired this wall 
because it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and 
underneath it was some treasure belonging to them." 
“Ikrimah, Qatadah and others said, "Underneath it there 
was some wealth that was buried for them." This meaning 
is apparent from the context of the Ayah, and is the view 
chosen by Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him). The 
statement: (their father was a righteous man,) indicates 
that a righteous person's offspring will be taken care of, 
and that the blessing of his worship will extend to them in 
this world and in the Hereafter. This will occur through 





his intercession for them, as well as their status being 
raised to the highest levels of Paradise, so that he may find 
joy in them. This was stated in the Qur'an and reported in 
the Sunnah. Sa ‘id bin Jubayr narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas: 
"They were taken care of because their father was a 
righteous man, although it is not stated that they 
themselves were righteous.” The statement: (your Lord 
intended that they should attain their age of full strength 
and take out their treasure) means, here will is attributed 
to Allah, the Exalted, because no one else is able to bring 
them to the age of full strength and puberty except Allah 
[SWT]. In contrast, He said about the boy: (So we 
intended that their Lord should exchange him for them for 
one better in righteousness) and concerning the ship: (So I 
wished to make a defective damage in it,) And Allah knows 
best. 

The statement: (as a mercy from your Lord. And I did 


them not of my own accord) Meaning, “These three things 
that I did, come from the mercy of Allah [SWT] for those 
we have mentioned, the crew of the ship, the parents of 
the boy and the two sons of the righteous man; I was only 
commanded to do these things that were enjoined upon 
me.’ This is proof and evidence in support of those who 
say that AlKhidr, peace be upon him, was a Prophet, along 
with the Ayah which we have already quoted: (Then they 
found one of Our servants, on whom We had bestowed 
mercy from Us, and whom We had taught knowledge from 
Us.) (18:65) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said that the Prophet (SAW) said 
concerning Al-Khidr: (He was called Al-Khidr because he 
sat on a barren Farwah that turned white, then it turned 
green (Khadra’) beneath him.) Imam Ahmad also 
recorded this from *Abdur-Razzaq. It was also recorded in 


Sahih Al-Bukhari from Hammam from Abu Hurayrah that 
the Messenger of Allah said: (He was called Al-Khidr 
because he sat on a barren Farwah and it turned green 
(Khadra’) beneath him.) The meaning of Farwah here is a 
patch of withered vegetation. This was the view of `Abdur- 
Razzaq. It was also said that it means the face of the earth. 
The statement: (That is the interpretation of those (things) 
over which you could not be patient) meaning, “this is the 
explanation of the things which you could not put up with 
or be patient with until I took the initiative of explaining 
them to you.’ When he explained them and made them 
clear and solved the confusion, he used a milder form of 
the verb: (you could), when the matter was still confusing 
and very difficult, a more intensive form was used, The 
statement discussed earlier: (I will tell you the 
interpretation of (those) things over which you were 
unable to be patient with) (18:78). The intensity of the 


verbal form used reflects the intensity of the confusion 
felt. This is like the Ayah: 
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(So they (Ya` Juj and Ma" juj) were not able to scale it nor are they able to dig 
through R) (Quran 18:97) 


This Ayah means ascending to its highest 
point, which is more difficult than the 
former. The intensity of the verbal form 
used reflects the difficulty of the action, 
which has to do with the subtleties of 
meaning. And Allah knows best. If one to 
ask, what happened to the boy-servant of 
Musa (AS) who appears at the beginning of 
the story but then is not mentioned The 
answer is that the objective of the story is 











what happened between Musa and Al- 
Khidr. Musa's boy-servant was with him, 
following him. It is clearly mentioned in 
the Sahih Ahadith referred to above that 
he was Yusha‘ bin Nun, who was the one 
who became the leader of the Children of 
Israel after Musa (AS). 

There are important lessons to take from this story in 
narrated in the Quranic ayat. The statement "Bring us our 
morning meal, truly this journey of ours has made us 
tired," shows that the Prophet Musa (AS) takes his food at 
the same time as he breaks for rest, while others would 


probably take two separate breaks to fulfil two such needs. 


Essentially, this decision of his indicates that we should 
manage our time wisely.Another Divine lesson these 


verses reveal is their forgetting their food during the 
journey and Shaytan's role as their forgetting. The clear 
influence Shaytan has on people, that is, that he can cause 
man to be forgetful, is here stressed. For instance, Shaytan 
causes man to forget in order to hinder him from engaging 
in something good for the cause of religion and for the 
sake of the believers. His primary goal is to keep people 
from remembering Allah [SWT] and reflecting on Him. 
The best thing a man of faith can do to counter Shaytan's 
efforts is to keep himself occupied with the remembrance 
of Allah [SWT]. A third Divine lesson to be drawn from the 
dialogue mentioned is the Prophet Musa’s alertness to the 
signs of Allah [SWT]. Indeed, he immediately regards his 
forgetting the food as a sign, and, accordingly, changes his 
way. This indicates that the Prophet Musa (AS) is a man 
who constantly keeps himself occupied with the 
remembrance of Allah [SWT], which makes him utterly 


aware that all situations in life are ordained by Allah 
[SWT]. This, as a blessing of Allah [SWT], makes him a 
man of wisdom, able to arrive at sound conclusions from 
what happens around him. 

The lessons presented here deserve special attention: 
It may well be that behind what appear to be evil events, 
Allah {SWT] may bestow certain blessings through them. 
The sinking of a boat for no apparent reason, or the killing 
of a child who has not committed any crime, may appear 
to be evil deeds when assessed without sufficient 
understanding. However, as related in the above story, 
there is good and wisdom behind these events ordained by 
Allah [SWT], which are neither obvious nor immediately 
comprehensible. People should think about the good 
inherent in everything that befalls them in their every-day 
lives. Behind many events considered to be evil by people 
in our day, there are surely Divine purposes created by 


Allah [SWT]. If a person remains patient and strives 
sincerely to grasp their Divine purposes, Allah [SWT] may 
well make him comprehend their hidden meanings. 
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Chapter 10 
STORY OF PROPHET MUSA’S 
ENCOUTER WITH FIR’AWN 


Fir'awn and his close circle were so deeply engaged in 
their polytheism and their idolatry, that is "the religion of 
their ancestors", that they never considered leaving it. 
Even the miracles of Musa (AS) were not enough to make 
them move away from their superstitions. Moreover, they 
expressed this openly. They said, as in Srah al-A’raf, the 
Quran confirms: 
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(They said (to Musa): "Whatever Ayat you may bring to us, to work therewith 
your sorcery on us, we shall never believe in you.") (Quran 7:132) 


Because of their conduct, Allah [SWT] sent them a 
number of disasters as "separate miracles" to make them 











taste the torment in this world, before the eternal torment 
of the next world. The first of these was drought and 
scarcity of crops. In relation to the subject, it is written in 
the Qur'an: 
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(And indeed We punished the people of Firawn with years of drought and lack of 
fruts (crops), that they might remember (take heed). But whenever good came 
to them, they said: "This 6 for us." And If evil afflicted them, they considered It 
an omen about Musa and those with him. Be informed! Veriy, their omens are 
with Allah but most of them know not.) (Quran 7:130-131) 

Egyptians had based their agricultural system on the 
River Nile and, therefore, they were not influenced by 
changes in natural conditions. But an unexpected disaster 
befell them because Fir'awn and his close friends were 
proud and arrogant towards Allah and denied His 


prophet. For various reasons, the level of the River Nile 











sank a great deal and irrigation canals running off from 
the river did not carry enough water to agricultural areas. 
Extreme heat caused the crops to dry up. Thus, the 
disaster came on Fir’awn and his circle from a very 
unexpected direction from the River Nile upon which they 
relied. This drought dismayed Fir’awn who previously 
used to address his people as in Surah az -Zukhruf, the 
Quran confirms: 
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(And Fir’ awn proclaimed among hs people (saying): "O my people! Is not mine 
the dominion of Egypt, and these rivers flowing underneath me. See you not 
then") (Quran 43:51) 

However, instead of "taking heed" as they should 
have, they held all that had happened was because of ill 
fortune brought by Musa and the Children of Israel. They 
were overcome by such conviction because of their 


superstitions, disobedience and devotion to the religion of 











their ancestors and, as a result, they suffered great distress 
for years. Allah [SWT] sent to them a series of disasters, 
and warned them. These disasters are described as follows 
in the Qur’an: In Surah al-A’raf., the Quran confirms: 
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(133. So We sent on them: the Tuwfan, the locusts, the Qummal, the frogs, and 
the blood (as a succession of) manifest signs, yet they remained arrogant, and 
they were of those people who were criminals.) (134, And when the punishment: 
struck them, they said: "O Musal Invoke your Lord for us because of His promise 
to you. If you remove the punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, 
and we shall let the Children of Israel go with you.") (135. But when We 


removed the punishment from them for a fixed term, which they had to reach, 
behold! They broke their word!) (Quran 7:133-135) 


Abu Ja`far bin Jarir recorded that Sa ‘id bin Jubayr 
said, "When Musa came to Fir‘ awn, he demanded, 
“Release the Children of Israel to me.’ But, Fir`awn did 
not comply; and Allah sent the Tuwfan, and that is a rain 














which continued until they feared that it was a form of 
torment. They said to Musa, “Invoke your Lord to release 
us from this rain, and we will believe in you and send the 
Children of Israel with you.’ Musa invoked his Lord and 
He removed the affliction from them. However, they did 
not believe, nor did they send the Children of Israel with 
him. In that year, Allah allowed (the earth) to grow 
various types of produce, fruits and grass for them as 
never before. They said, ‘This is what we hoped for.’ So 
Allah sent the locusts, and the locusts started to feed on 
the grass. When they saw the effect the locusts had on the 
grass, they knew that no vegetation would be saved from 
devastation. They said, `O Musa! Invoke your Lord so that 
He will remove the locusts from us, and we will believe in 
you and release the Children of Israel to you.’ Musa 
invoked his Lord, and He removed the locusts. Still, they 
did not believe and did not send the Children of Israel 


with him. 

They collected grains and kept them in their homes. 
They said, ‘We saved our crops.’ However, Allah sent the 
Qummal, grain bugs, and one of them would take ten bags 
of grains to the mill, but only reap three small bags of 
grain. They said, `O Musa! Ask your Lord to remove the 
Qummal (weevil) from us and we will believe in you and 
send the Children of Israel with you.’ Musa invoked his 
Lord, and Allah [SWT] removed the Qummal from them. 
However, they did not send the Children of Israel with 
him. Once, when he was with Fir'awn, Musa (AS) heard 
the sound of a frog and said to Fir'awn, ‘What will you 
and your people suffer from this (the frogs)’ Fir'awn said, 
“What can frogs do’ Yet, by the time that night arrived a 
person would be sitting in a crowd of frogs that reached up 
to his chin and could not open his mouth to speak without 
a frog jumping in it. They said to Musa (AS), “Invoke your 


which continued until they feared that it was a form of 
torment. They said to Musa, “Invoke your Lord to release 
us from this rain, and we will believe in you and send the 
Children of Israel with you.’ Musa invoked his Lord and 
He removed the affliction from them. However, they did 
not believe, nor did they send the Children of Israel with 
him. In that year, Allah allowed (the earth) to grow 
various types of produce, fruits and grass for them as 
never before. They said, ‘This is what we hoped for.’ So 
Allah sent the locusts, and the locusts started to feed on 
the grass. When they saw the effect the locusts had on the 
grass, they knew that no vegetation would be saved from 
devastation. They said, `O Musa! Invoke your Lord so that 
He will remove the locusts from us, and we will believe in 
you and release the Children of Israel to you.’ Musa 
invoked his Lord, and He removed the locusts. Still, they 
did not believe and did not send the Children of Israel 


with him. 

They collected grains and kept them in their homes. 
They said, ‘We saved our crops.’ However, Allah sent the 
Qummal, grain bugs, and one of them would take ten bags 
of grains to the mill, but only reap three small bags of 
grain. They said, `O Musa! Ask your Lord to remove the 
Qummal (weevil) from us and we will believe in you and 
send the Children of Israel with you.’ Musa invoked his 
Lord, and Allah [SWT] removed the Qummal from them. 
However, they did not send the Children of Israel with 
him. Once, when he was with Fir'awn, Musa (AS) heard 
the sound of a frog and said to Fir'awn, ‘What will you 
and your people suffer from this (the frogs)’ Fir'awn said, 
“What can frogs do’ Yet, by the time that night arrived a 
person would be sitting in a crowd of frogs that reached up 
to his chin and could not open his mouth to speak without 
a frog jumping in it. They said to Musa (AS), “Invoke your 


Lord to remove these frogs from us, and we will believe in 
you and send the Children of Israel with you.’ Musa (AS) 
invoked his Lord, but they did not believe. 

Allah [SWT] then sent blood that filled the rivers, 
wells and the wate r containers they had. They complained 
to Fir'awn, saying, ‘We are inflicted with blood and do not 
have anything to drink.’ He said, ‘Musa has bewitched 
you.’ They said, “How could he do that when whenever we 
look for water in our containers we found that it has 
turned into blood' They came to Musa (AS) and said, 
“Invoke your Lord to save us from this blood, and we will 
believe in you and send the Children of Israel with you.’ 
Musa (AS) invoked his Lord and the blood stopped, but 
they did not believe nor send the Children of Israel with 
him.” Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar said, "The enemy of 
Allah [SWT], Fir'awn, went back defeated and humiliated, 
after the sorcerers believed (in Musa). He insisted on 


remaining in disbelief and persisted in wickedness. 

Allah [SWT] sent down the signs to him, and he (and 
his people) were first inflicted by famine. Allah then sent 
the flood, the locusts, the Qummal, the frogs then blood, 
as consecutive signs. When Allah [SWT] sent the flood, it 
filled the surface of the earth with water. But the water 
level receded, and they could not make use of it to till the 
land or do anything else. They became hungry. This is 
when: (They said: "O Musa! Invoke your Lord for us 
because of His promise to you. If you remove the 
punishment from us, we indeed shall believe in you, and 
we shall let the Children of Israel go with you.") Musa 
invoked his Lord and He removed the affliction from 
them, but they did not keep their promises. 

So Allah sent locusts that ate the trees and consumed. 
the nails on their doors, until the doors fell from their 
homes and residences. They again said what they said to 


Musa before, and he called on his Lord and He removed 
the affliction. Still, they did not keep their promises, and 
Allah sent the Qummal. Musa, peace be upon him, was 
commanded to go to a mound and strike it with his staff. 
So Musa went to a huge mound, struck it with his staff and 
the Qummal fell out of it in tremendous numbers, until 
they overwhelmed the houses and food reserves, 
ultimately depriving them of sleep and rest. When they 
suffered under this affliction, they said similar to what 
they said before, and Musa invoked his Lord and He 
removed the affliction. 

They did not keep their promise and Allah sent the 
frogs to them, and they filled the houses, foods and pots. 
One of them would not pick up a piece of clothing, or 
uncover some food, without finding frogs in it. When this 
affliction became hard on them, they made similar 
promises as before, Musa supplicated to his Lord and 


Allah [SWT] removed the affliction. They did not keep any 
of the promises they made, and Allah sent the blood, and 
the waters of the people of Fir'awn turned to blood. Any 
water they collected from a well, a river, or a container, 
turned to blood.” 

Awful disasters kept happening to Fir'awn and his 
close circle. Some of these disasters were caused by the 
objects worshipped as gods by the idolatrous people. For 
example, the River Nile and frogs were sacred for them 
and had been deified by them. As they expected guidance 
from their "gods" and called for their help, Allah [SWT] 
punished them through their own "gods" so that they 
could see their mistakes and the plain fact that they 
actually had no power at all. 

In Fir’awn’s time, this kind of chain of disasters 
appears to have occurred. According to this scenario, 
when the Nile was contaminated, fish also died, and the 


Egyptians were deprived of an important source of 
nutrition. Without predator fish, the frogs could initially 
breed freely in both ponds and the Nile and thus 
overpopulate the river, eventually escaping the anoxic, 
toxic, and putrefying environment by migrating to land, 
hence dying on land and decomposing along with the fish. 
The Nile and adjacent lands thus became fouled, and the 
waters became dangerous to drink or to bathe in. 
Moreover, the extinction of frog species causes bugs such 
as locusts and lice to reproduce excessively. 

Finally, no matter how the disasters took place, and 
what effect they left, neither Fir'awn, nor his people 
turned to Allah [SWT] by paying heed, but they continued 
in their arrogance. Fir'awn and his close circle were so 
hypocritical that they thought to deceive Musa (AS) and 
thus, Allah [SWT], (Allah forbid!). When the dreadful 
penalty fell upon them, they at once called for Musa (AS) 


and asked him to save them from it. The Quran confirms: 
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(Fir’ awn said: "Who then, O Musa, & the Lord of you two” Musa said: "Our 
Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and nature, then guided it." Fir'awn 
said: "What about the generations of old" Musa said: “The knowledge thereof Is 
with my Lord, in a Record. My Lord neither errs nor forgets.") (Quran 49-52) 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about Fir'awn that he said 
to Musa (AS), in his rejection of the existence of a 
Supreme Maker and Creator, Who is the God of everything 
and his own Lord and Owner: (Who then, O Musa, is the 
Lord of you two) meaning "Who is the one who called you 
forth and sent you for verily, I do not know him and I have 
not given you any god other than myself.” ((Musa) said: 
"Our Lord is He Who gave to each thing its form and 
nature, then guided it.") `The Quran further confirms: 
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(Who has made earth for you like a bed; and has opened ways for you 
therein, and has sent down water (rain) from’ the sky. And We have brought 
forth with it various kinds of vegetation. Eat and pasture your cattle; verily, in 
this are Ayat for men of understanding. Thereof We created you, and into it We 
shali return you, and from it We shall bring you out once again. And indeed We 
‘showed him (Fir’ awn) all Our Ayat, but he denied and refused.) (Quran 20:53- 








recited it as Mahdan, which means `a place of rest that 
you settle down upon." It also may mean “that which you 
stand upon, sleep upon or travel upon its back.’ (and has 
opened ways for you therein.) This means, ‘He made roads 
for you to walk upon their shoulders.’ This is just as He, 
the Exalted, said, as the Quran confirms: 
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, And placed therein broad highways for them to pass through, that 
they may be guided) (Quran 21:31) 























This is from the completion of Musa's speech 
concerning the description of his Lord when Fir`awn 
asked him about Him. He (Musa) said, (He Who gave to 
each thing its form and nature, then guided it aright.) 
Then, Fir‘ awn attempted to present some argumentative 
rebuttal during Musa’s reply. Yet, Musa continued by 
saying, "He is the One Who made the earth as a bed for 
you." Some recited the word as Mihadan and others 


The statement (and has sent down water from the sky. 
And We have brought forth with it various kinds of 
vegetation,) refers to the various species of plants, such as 
vegetation and fruits. Some are sour, some are sweet, 
some are bitter and there are other kinds as well. (Eat and 
pasture your cattle (therein);) meaning, “something that is 
food for you and a palatable fruit for you, and something 
that is for your cattle as fodder for them, both green and 


dry." (Verily, in this are Ayat.) This means proofs, signs 
and evidences, (for men of understanding,) means those 
who possess correct and upright intelligence realizing that 
there is no god worthy of worship except Allah, and there 
is no true Lord other than Him. 

The statement (Thereof We created you, and into it 
we shall return you, and from it We shall bring you out 
once again.) means, ‘the earth is your beginning. For your 
father, Adam, was created with dirt from the surface of the 
earth. You also will be returned to the earth. This means 
that you will become dirt when you die and decay.’ The 
statement, "And from it We shall bring you out once 
again," means, 








(On the Day when He will call you, and you will answer with His praise and 
obedience, and you will think that you have stayed (in this world) but a ittie 
while!) (Quran 17:52); and, 
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He said: "Therein you shall live, and therein you shall die, and from it you 





shat Se brought ut") (Sun 7:23) 

The proofs, signs and evidences were established 
against Fir'awn and he saw them with his own eyes, but he 
still denied and rejected them due to his disbelief, 
abstinence and transgression. This is as Allah [SWT], the 
Exalted, says, 
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(And they belied them wrongfully and arrogantly, though they themselves 
were convinced thereof...) (Quran 27:14) 


Quran further confirms: 
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(He (Firawn) said: "Have you come to drive us out of our land with your 
‘magic, O Musa" "Then verily, we can produce magic the like thereof; so appoint 
a meeting between us and you, which neither we nor you shall fail to keep, in an 
‘open place where both shail have a Just and equal chance." (Musa) said: "Your 
appointed meeting is the day of the festival, and let the people assemble when 
the sun has risen (forenoon).") (Quran 20:57-59) 

Allah, the Exalted, informs of what Fir’ awn said to 
Musa when he showed him the great proof. This great sign 
to Fir`awn was Musa casting down his stick which became 
a huge snake, and his pulling his hand out from under his 
arm while it was glowing white without any illness. At this, 


Fir‘ awn said, "This is magic that you have brought to us to 











bewitch us and conquer the people, so that they w ill 
follow you. Then you will outnumber us." Fir`awn then 
said, "Your plan will not work. We have magic just like 
yours, so do not let yourself be deceived by that what you 
are doing." (so appoint a meeting between us and you,) 
Meaning, `a day that we ca n come together to present 
some of our magic to confront yours. It will be at a 
specified place and time.’ 

With this, Musa (AS) said to them, (Your appointed 
meeting is the day of festival,) That was the day of their 
celebration and their New Year's festivity. It was a holiday 
for them when they took vacation from their work and 
came together for a large gathering. This day was selected 
so that all of the people could witness the power of Allah to 
do whatever He wills. They would see the miracles of the 
prophets and the futility of magic to contest the 
supernatural prophetic powers. This is why Musa said, 


(and let the people assemble) meaning all of them, and 

(when the sun has risen (forenoon)) meaning in the 

morning, just before noon. In this way the contest will be 

most visible, well lit, apparent and obvious in plain view. 

In Surah Ta-Ha, the Quran confirms: 
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(So Fir'awn withdrew, devised his plot and then came back. Musa said to 
them: "Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah, lest He should destroy you 
completely by a torment. And surely, he who invents a lie (against Allah) will fai! 
miserably.” Then they debated one with another what they must do, and they 
kept their talk secret. They said: "Verily, these are two magicians. Their object is 
to drive you out from your land with magic, and to take you away from your 
‘exemplary way." "So devise your plot, and then assemble in line. And whoever 
overcomes this day will be indeed successful.) (Quran 20:60-64) 


Allah, the Exalted informs that when Fir’awn and 
Musa (AS) agreed to an appointed meeting at a specified 
place and time, Fir;awn began to gather some magicians 











from the cities of his kingdom. Every person who had any 
affiliation with magic at that time was summoned, and 
magic was very widespread and in demand at that time. 
The Quran confirms: 
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(And Fir’ awn said: "Bring me every wel-versed sorcerer.") (Quran 10:79) 

Then, the day came. It was the day when all of the 
people gathered, which was well-known, being the day of 
the festival. Fir'awn was there sitting upon his throne 
surrounded by the elite officials of his kingdom. The 
subjects were all standing on his right and his left. Then, 
Musa (AS) came forward leaning upon his stick 
accompanied by his brother Harun (AS). The magicians 
were standing in front of Fir'awn in rows and he was 
prodding them, inciting them and encouraging them to do 
their best on this day. They wanted to please him and he 





was promising them and inspiring them. They said as the 
Quran confirms: 
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sara: "Yes, and you soa then very be of tose brought near (0 Myset)) 
(Quran 26:41-42) 

The statement (Musa said to them: "Woe unto you! 
Invent not a lie against Allah...") means, "Do not make an 
illusion before the people of something that is not real, 
making it appear as if it were a creature, when it is not 
really a creature. If you do this, then you would be lying on 
Allah.” The statement (lest He (Allah) should destroy you 
completely by a torment,) means, “He will destroy you 
with a destructive punishment that will not spare 
anything, o r anyone.’ The statement ("...And surely, he 
who invents a lie will fail miserably." Then they debated 











one with another what they must do,) has been said that 
this means that they argued among themselves. So one of 
them said, "This is not the speech of a magician, but it is 
the speech of a Prophet.” Another said, "No, he is only a 
magician.” There are other opinions that have been 
mentioned about what they discussed. And Allah knows 
best. 

The statement, (and they kept their talk secret.) 
means, they held secret counsel among themselves about 
this matter. The statement (They said: "Verily, these are 
two (Hadhan) magicians...") The magicians said among 
themselves, "You all know that this man and his brother 
(Musa and Harun) are two knowledgeable magicians who 
are quite aware of the skill of magic. They want to defeat 
you and your people today and conquer the people, 
causing the masses to follow them. They want to fight 
against Fir'awn and his armies, and they are seeking 


victory over him. And their ultimate goal is to expel you 
from your land." 

The statement, (and to take you away from your 
exemplary way,) means, ‘they want to expose this way (of 
yours) openly, which is magic.’ For verily, they were 
considered great because of their magic. They had wealth 
and sustenance because of this magic. They were actually 
saying, "If these two (Musa and Harun) are victorious, 
they will destroy you and expel you from your land. In 
doing so, they will be the first individuals to do so, and 
they will be given great pow er of leadership without you." 

Ibn ‘Abbas mentioned concerning the statement (and 
to take you away from your exemplary way, ) "This means 
their kingdom, which they were in, and their livelihood.” 
The statement, (So devise your plot, and assemble in line,) 
means, "All of you come together in one row, and throw 
that which is in your hands at one time in order to dazzle 


the eyes (of the people) and defeat this man and his 
brother." The statement, (And whoever overcomes this 
day will be indeed successful,) means "Between you and 
us. As for us (the magicians), we have been promised to be 
given an abundance of power and sovereignty. And in 
reference to him (Musa), He will gain great leadership.” 
The Quran further confirms: 
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(They said: "O Musa! Either you throw first or we be the first to throw.” 
Musa said: "Nay, throw you (first)! Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by 
their magic, appeared to him as though they moved fast. So Musa conceived 
fear in himself. We (Allah) said: "Fear not! Surely, you will have the upper 
hand.” "And throw that which is in your right hand! It will swallow up that which 
they have made. That which they have made is only a magicians trick, and the 
‘magician will never be successful, to whatever amount (of skill) he may attain." 
So the magicians fell down prostrate. They said: “We believe in the Lord of 
Harun and Musa.") (Quran 20:65-70) 


Allah, the Exalted, informs about the magicians when 
they met Musa (AS), that they said to Musa, ("Either you 
throw first...") meaning, "you go first." ("...or we be the 
first to throw" (Musa) said: "Nay, throw you (first)!") This 
means, ‘you magicians should go first so that we can see 
what magic you are going to perform and so that the true 











state of their affair will become obvious to the people.’ 
(Then behold! their ropes and their sticks, by their magic, 
appeared to him as though they moved fast.) 

So when the magicians saw the event and witnessed it 
with their own eyes, while they were knowledgeable of the 
various tricks and methods in the sciences of magic, they 
knew with conviction that what Musa (AS) had done was 
not magic or illusionary tricks. They recognized that it was 
the truth without any doubt. They knew that no one had 
any power to do this except for One Who says for a thing 
"Be," and it is. Therefore, when this happened, they fell 
down into prostration to Allah [SWT]. They said, "We 
believe in the Lord of all that exists, the Lord of Musa and 
Harun!" This is why Ibn * Abbas and *Ubayd bin *Umayr 
both said, "At the beginning of the day they were 
magicians and at the end of the day they were outstanding 
witnesses of faith." 





Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn “Abbas said, "The 
magicians were seventy men who were magicians in the 
morning, but witnesses of faith by the time evening came. 
Ibn Abi Hatim also reported that Al-Awza’i said, "When 














the magicians fell down in prostration, Paradise was > ay oy 

raised up before them until they were looking at it." It is ((Fir’ awn) said: "Believe you in him before I give you permission Verily, he 

” P A Fi is your chief who has taught you magic. So I will surely cut off your hands and 

reported from Sa’id bin Jubayr that he said concerning feet on opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you on the trunks of date paims, 

' me and you shall surely know which of us can give the severe and more lasting 

Allah's statement: (So the magicians fell down prostrate;) torment," They said: "We prefer you not over what have come to us of the clear 

si Ë 3 E signs and to Him (Allah) Who created us, So, decree whatever you desire to 

"They saw their places (in Paradise) made clear before decree, for you can only’ decree (regarding) this Ife of the world." "Verily, we 

have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults, and the magic to 

il i i i " which you did compel us. And Allah is better as regards reward in comparison to 

them while they were in their prostration. Pour r nt hare Ee EEE 

The Quran further confirms: Allah, the Exalted, informs of Fir’awn's disbelief, 


abstinence, transgression and haughtiness against the 
truth in favour of falsehood. When he saw what he saw of 
the magnificent miracle and the great sign, and he saw 
those whose help he sought accept faith in the presence of 
all of the people, and he was absolutely defeated, he began 


to behave arrogantly and cast accusations. He resorted to 
using his esteemed honour and might against the 
magicians. He warned them and threatened them saying 
as the Quran confirms: (Believe you in him (Musa)) This 
means, "Do you have faith in him" (before I give you 
permission) meaning, "I have not commanded you to do 
so, by which you have rebelled against me." Then he said a 
statement that he, the magicians and all creatures knew 
was a forgery and an utter lie. The statement: (Verily, he is 
your chief who has taught you magic) means "You all only 
took your magic from Musa and you have made an 
agreement with him against me and my subjects, that you 
would help him be victorious." The Quran confirms in 
another Ayah, 
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(Surely, this is a plot which you have plotted in the city to drive out its 
people, but you shall come to know.) (Quran 7:123) 

















Then he began threatening them. He said to them as 
the statement: (So I will surely cut off your hands and feet 
on opposite sides, and I will surely crucify you on the 
trunks of date palms,) meaning, "I will certainly make an 
example of you, I will kill you in a public execution." Ibn 
“Abbas said, "Thus, he was the first person to ever do this 
(public execution, crucifixion)." This was reported by Ibn 
Abi Hatim. Concerning Allah's statement: (And you shall 
surely know which of us can give the severe and more 
lasting torment,) means, "You say that my people and I are 
astray and that you (magicians), Musa (AS) and his people 
are following correct guidance, but you will come to know 
who will be punished and remain punished." So when he 
attacked with this and threatened them, their souls eased 
them because of their belief in Allah, the Mighty and 
Sublime. They exclaimed, (They said: "We prefer you not 
over what have come to us of the clear signs...") meaning, 


"We do not chose you over the guidance and conviction 
that we have received. " (and to Him (Allah) Who created 
us.) 

It could be that they were swearing, "By He Who has 
created us." It also could be connected in meaning to the 
clear signs mentioned before it. In this case it would mean, 
"We do not prefer you over our Originator and Creator, 
Who produced us from a beginning that was nothing. He 
created us from clay (or mud). Therefore, He alone 
deserves worship and humility and you do not (Fir*awn)!" 
(So decree whatever you desire to decree,) "Do whatever 
you wish and whatever your hands are able to achieve." 
(for you can only decree (regarding) this life of the world.) 
meaning, "You only have power in this world and it is a 
world that will come to an end. Verily, we are hoping in 
the eternal abode." The statement: (Verily, we have 
believed in our Lord, that He may forgive us our faults,) 


means "Whatever evils that we did." It specifically means, 
“which we were forced to do of magic, in order to oppose 
the sign of Allah [SWT] and the miracle of His Prophet.’ 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn “Abbas said 
concerning Allah's statement (and the magic to which you 
compelled us.) "Fir`awn took forty boys from the Children 
of Israel and commanded that they be taught magic at Al- 
Farama. He said, “Teach them knowledge that no one in 
the land knows." Ibn “Abbas then said, "They were of 
those who believed in Musa and they were of those who 
said, (We have believed in our Lord, that He may forgive 
us our faults, and the magic to which you did compel us.)" 
The statement (And Allah is better as regards reward in 
comparison to your reward, and more lasting.) means, "He 
is better for us than you," (and more lasting.) More lasting 
in reward than what you promised us and made us aspire 
to. It is apparent that Fir*awn (may Allah curse him) was 


bent upon their punishment, and that what he did to them 
was a mercy from Allah [SWT] 


Chapter 11 

STORY OF PARTING OF SEA 
AND THE DROWNING OF 
FIR'AWN AND HIS MEN 


The Qur'an informs us about the most important 
aspects of the event of the division of the Red Sea. 
According to the account in the Qur’an, Musa (AS) set out 
from Egypt with the Children of Israel who obeyed him. 
However, Fir'awn could not accept their departure without 
his permission. He and his soldiers followed them as in 
Surah Yunus, the Quran confirms: 
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(And We took the Chitren of fee across the sea, and Fir- awn with his hosts 
followed them in oppression and enmity,......) (Quran 10:90) 














By the time Musa (AS) and the Children of Israel 
reached the shore, Fir’awn and his soldiers had caught up 
with them. Some of the Children of Israel, who saw this, 
began to complain to Musa (AS). This weakness of the 
community is also described in Surah ash-Shuw’ara in the 


Qur’an: 
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(And when the two hosts saw each other, the companions of Musa said: "We are 
sure to be overtaken") (Quran 26:61) 


There is no common agreement on the place where 
the sea divided. Since no detail is given on the subject in 
the Qur'an, we cannot be sure of the correctness of any of 
the views on the subject. Some sources show the 
Mediterranean shores of Egypt as the place where the sea 
was divided. In the Encyclopedia Judaica, it states: The 
majority opinion today identifies the Red Sea of the 
Exodus with one of the lagoons on the shores of the 











Mediterranean.5 
This was because Fir‘ awn and his people caught up 
with them on the shores of the Red Sea, so the sea was 
ahead of them and Fir'awn and his troops were behind 
them. As a matter of fact, this was not the first time that 
the Children of Israel displayed such behaviour in which 
they showed no submission to Allah [SWT]. Once before, 
they had said, as in Surah al-A’raf, the Quran confirms: 
5"Red Sea", Encyclopedia Judaica, Vo lu me 14, pp.14-15 
Se OE TKS pb IG Ee Oa ETB o GIT ap 
ober ij BY a Sey, 
(They said: "We suffered troubles before you came to us, and since you have 
make you successors on the earth, so that He may see row you Bc) (Quran 
7:129) 
In contrast to the weak conduct of his people, Musa 
(AS) was extremely confident, since he had profound trust 
in Allah [SWT]. Right from the beginning of his struggle, 














Allah [SWT] had informed him that His help and support 





would be with him as in Surah Ta-Ha, the Quran confirms: 
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(46, He (Allah) said: "Fear not, verily, Lam with you both, hearing and seeing.”) 
(47. "So go you both to him, and say: 'Verily, we are both Messengers of your 
Lord, so let the Children of Israel go with us, and torment them not; indeed, we 
have come with a sign from your Lord! And peace will be upon him who folows 
the guidance!") (48. "Truly, it has been revealed to us that the torment will be 
for him who denies, and turns away.”") (Quran 20:46-48) 

The statement: (He (Allah) said: "Fear not, verily, I 
am with you both, hearing and seeing") meaning; "Do not 
fear him (Fir awn), for verily, I am with you and I hear 
your speech and his speech as well. I see your place and I 
see his place as well. Nothing is hidden from Me of your 
affair. Know that his forehead is in My Hand, and he does 
not speak, breathe, or use any force, except by My leave 


and after My command. I am with you by My protection, 











My help and My support." Also Musa (AS) invoke to Allah 
[SWT] as in Surah Yunus, the Quran confirms: 

Allah [SWT] mentioned what Musa said when he 
prayed against Fir’ awn and his chiefs after they refused to 
accept the truth. They continued to go astray and be 
haughty and arrogant. Musa said: (Our Lord! You have 
indeed bestowed on Fir'awn and his chiefs splendor) and 
pleasure of this worldly life: (and wealth) plentiful and 
abundant. Allah's statement: (in the life of this world, Our 
Lord! That they may lead men astray from Your path.) was 
read with the word "Liyadillu" and "Liyudillu." The first is 
with a Fathah over the Ya, meaning that "You have given 
them that while You know they would not believe in what 
You have sent me with to them. You did that so they would 
gradually be drawn away from the truth." As Allah said, 
meaning: (that We may test them thereby) (20:131) and 
(72:17). Others read the word with a Dammah over the Ya. 


(i.e. Liyudillu) This makes the Ayah mean: You have given 
them that so whoever You willed from among Your 
creatures will be tried. Those whom You wish to misguide 
would think that You have given them that because You 
loved them and You cared about them.” 

The statement: ("Our Lord! Destroy their wealth,") 
Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid said: "They asked Allah [SWT] to 
destroy their wealth." Ad-Dahhak, Abu Al-* Aliyah and Ar- 
Rabi ‘a bin Anas said: "Allah made their wealth into 
engraved stones as it was before.” About Allah's 
statement: (and harden their hearts) Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
"Harden their hearts means put a seal on them." The 
statement: (so that they will not believe until they see the 
painful torment.) This prayer was from Musa because he 
was angry for the sake of Allah [SWT] and His religion. He 
prayed against Fir’awn and his chiefs when he was certain 
that there was no good in them. Allah said: (Verily, the 


invocation of you both is accepted.) “in destroying 
Fir’awn's people: (Verily I have answered your prayers 
(both of you). So you both keep to the straight way) So as I 
have answered your prayer, you should remain steadfast 
on My command.’ Ibn Jurayj narrated that Ibn “Abbas 
said about this Ayah: "Be steadfast and follow My 
command." Also in Surah ash-Shu’ara, the Quran 
confirms: 





hoe FA AS Say 
(62. (Musa) said: "Nay, verily with me is my Lord. He will guide me.") (Quran 
26:62) 


lah 
[SWT] revealed to Musa (AS) that he should strike the sea 
with his rod as the Quran further confirms: 
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(63. Then We revealed to Musa (saying): "Strike the sea with your stick." And It 
parted, and each separate part became like huge mountain.) (64. Then We 
brought near the others to that place.) (65. And We saved Musa and all those 
with him.) (66. Then We drowned the others.) (Quran 26:63-66) 











Then Fir'awn and his troops drew near and were very 
close indeed. At that point Allah [SWT] commanded his 
Prophet Musa (AS) to strike the sea with his staff, so he 
struck it, and it parted, by the will of Allah [SWT]. Allah’s 
statement: (And it parted, and each separate part became 
like huge mountain) meaning, like mighty mountains. This 
was the view of Ibn Mas`ud, Ibn ‘Abbas, Muhammad bin 
Ka`b, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others. ‘Ata’ Al- 
Khurasani said, "It refers to a pass between two 
mountains." Ibn ‘Abbas said, "The sea divided into twelve 
paths, one for each of the tribes." As-Suddi added, "And in 
it there were windows through which they could see one 
another, and the water was erected like walls.” Allah sent 
the wind to the sea bed to make it solid like the land. Allah 
say elsewhere. 
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(and strike a dry path for them in the sea, fearing neither to be overtaken nor 
being afraid) (Quran 20:77). 


On Allah’s statement: (Then We brought near the 
others to that place) Ibn “Abbas, `Ata' Al-Khurasani, 
Qatadah and As-Suddi said: (Then We brought near) 
means, "We brought Fir'awn and his troops near to the 
sea." Allah’s statement: (And We saved Musa and all those 
with him. Then We drowned the others) meaning: ‘We 
saved Musa and the Children of Israel and whoever 
followed their religion, and none of them were destroyed, 
but Fir'awn and his troops were drowned and not one of 
them remained alive, but was completely destroyed.’ In 
ordinary circumstances, at the moment when Fir'awn saw 
such a miracle, he should have understood that there was 
something extraordinary about the situation - that he was 
seeing Divine intervention. The sea opened for the people 





whom Fir’awn wanted to destroy. Moreover, there was no 
guarantee that the sea would not close back after they 
passed across. Still, he and his army followed the Children 
of Israel into the sea. Most probably, Fir'awn and his 
soldiers had lost their ability to think reasonably because 
of their insolence and spite, and were unable comprehend 
the miraculous nature of the situation. 

The Qur'an describes the last moments of Fir'awn as 
follows: Allah [SWT] tells us how He caused Fir'awn and 
his soldiers to drown. The Children of Israel left Egypt in 
the company of Musa (AS). It was said that there were six 
hundred thousand soldiers, plus offspring. They borrowed 
a lot of ornaments from the Coptics and took that with 
them. Fir'awn became very angry with them. So he sent 
heralds to all the cities to send their soldiers. He 
embarked, following behind them, filled with great pride 
and with massive armies. Allah [SWT] wanted this to 


happen for He had a plan for them. No one that had any 
authority or power remained behind in Fir’awn's kingdom. 
They were all together and caught the Children of Israel at 
sunrise. 

The water in between the paths appeared as windows 
and every tribe was able to see the other so they would not 
think that others were destroyed. The Children of Israel 
crossed the sea. When the last one crossed, Fir'awn and 
his soldiers had arrived at the edge of the other shore. 
They were one hundred thousand black horses in addition 
to horsemen of other colors. When Fir’ awn saw the sea he 
was frightened. He wanted to turn back, but it was too 
late. Allah's decree prevailed and the prayer of Musa was 
answered. Jibril came on a war stallion. He passed by 
Fir'awn's horse. Jibril's horse whinnied at Fir’awn's and 
then Jibril rushed into the sea, and Fir’awn did the same 
behind him. Fir`awn no longer had any control over 
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matters. He wanted to sound strong before his chiefs, so 
he said: "The Children of Israel do not have more right in 
the sea." So they rushed into the sea. Mika'il was behind 
their army pushing them all to join. When they all were in 
the sea and the first of them was about to emerge on the 
other side, Allah, the All-Powerful, commanded the sea to 
strand them. The sea closed over them and none was 
saved. The waves took them up and down. The waves 
accumulated above Fir’ awn and he was overwhelmed by 
the stupors of death. While in this state, he said: (I believe 
that none has the right to be worshipped but He (Allah) in 
Whom the Children of Israel believe, and I am one of the 
Muslims.) He believed at a time when he couldn't benefit 
from his faith. The Quran also confirms: 








(So when they saw Our punishment, they said: "We believe in Allah Alone and 
reject (all) that we used to associate with Him as (His) partners." Then their 
faith could not avail them when they saw Our punishment. (Like) this has been 
the way of Allah in dealing with His servants. And there the disbelievers lost 
utterly (when Our torment covered them).) (Quran 40:84-85) 

Therefore Allah [SWT] said, as a response to Fir'awn: 
(Now (you believe) while you refused to believe before) do 
you say that just now when you have disobeyed Allah 
before that: (And you were one of the mischief-makers.) 
You were among the makers of mischief on the earth who 
misled the people. These facts about Fir'awn and his status 
at that time were among the secrets of the Unseen that 
Allah revealed to His Messenger, Muhammad . Similarly 
Abu Dawud At-Tayalisi recorded that Ibn * Abbas said that 
Allah's Messenger said: (Jibril said to me, "If you could 
have seen me while I was taking black mud from the sea 
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and placing into the mouth of Fir’awn out of fear that the 
mercy would reach him.") Abu “Isa AtTirmidhi and Ibn 
Jarir also recorded it. At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Gharib 
Sahih.” About Allah's statement: (So this day We shall 
deliver your (dead) body (out from the sea) that you may 
be a sign to those who come after you!) Ibn “Abbas and 
others from among the Salaf have said: "Some of the 
Children of Israel doubted the death of Fir'awn so Allah 
commanded the sea to throw his body -- whole, without a 
soul -- with his known armor plate. 

The body was thrown to a high place on the land so 
that the Children of Israel could confirm his death and 
destruction.” That is why Allah said: ("So this day We shall 
deliver your..") meaning that We will put your body ona 
high place on the earth. Mujahid said: (your (dead) body) 
means, ‘your physical body. " The statement: (that you 
may be a sign to those who come after you!) meaning, so 





that might be a proof of your death and destruction for the 
Children of Israel. That also stood as a proof that Allah is 
All-Powerful, in Whose control are all the creatures. 
Nothing can bear His anger. Fir`awn and his people were 
destroyed on the day of ‘Ashura’, as recorded by Al- 
Bukhari, Ibn “Abbas said, "When Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) arrived at Al-Madina, the Jews fasted the day of 
*Ashura’. So he asked: (What is this day that you are 
fasting). They responded “This is the day in which Musa 
was victorious over Fir'awn.’ So the Prophet said: (You 
have more right to Musa than they, so fast it.) 

Allah describes in the Qur'an in the following verses, all 
that happened after the death of Fir'awn: 








(136. So We took retribution from them, We drowned them in the sea, because 
they belied Our Ayat and were heedless with them.) (137. And We made the 
people who were considered weak to inherit the eastern parts of the land and 
the western parts thereof which We have blessed. And the fair Word of your Lord 
was fulfilled for the Children of Israel, because of their endurance. And We 
destroyed what Fir’ awn and his people produced, and what they erected.) 
(Quran 7:136-137) 

Allah [SWT] states that when the people of Fir'awn 
rebelled and transgressed, even though He inflicted them 
with consecutive signs, one after another, He took 
retribution from them by drowning them in the sea that 
Musa parted by Allah's power, and he and the Children of 
Israel passed through. In their pursuit, Fir'awn and his 
soldiers went in the sea chasing Musa and his people. 


When they all had gone inside the water, the sea closed in 











on them and they all drowned, because they belied the 
Ayat of Allah [SWT] and were heedless of them. Allah 
[SWT] said that He has granted the people who were 
considered weak, the Children of Israel, to inherit the 
eastern and western parts of the land. Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
and Qatadah commented that Allah's statement: (...the 
eastern parts of the land and the western parts thereof 
which We have blessed.) refers to the Sham area (Greater 
Syria). Also, Mujahid and Ibn Jarir said that Allah's 
statement: (And the fair Word of your Lord was fulfilled 
for the Children of Israel, because of their endurance.) is 
explained by Allah's statement: (And We destroyed what 
Fir ‘awn and his people produced,) meaning, We 
destroyed what Fir*awn and his people produced, such as 
agriculture and buildings. 


Chapter 12 
PROPHET MUSA (AS) AND THE 
RICH MAN (QURUN) 


Qurun, despite being a descendant of the Israelite 
tribe, was the owner of great possessions in Egypt and he 
was on the forefront in opposition to Prophet Musa (AS). 
In Surah Ghafir, the Qran confirms: 
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(And indeed We sent Musa with Our Ayat, and a manifest authority. To Fir’ awn, 
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In the abobe Ayah, Allah [SWT] indicates that Qurun 
opposed Prophet Musa (AS) together with Fir'awn and 
Haman. The great fortune and status Qurun possessed in 











Egypt, due to his closeness to Fir'awn, made him arrogant 
and insolent towards his own people. He refused to accept 
Prophet Musa’s message, and boasted about his 
possessions to make the Children of Israel feel attachment 
to the life of this world to the extent his great fortune and 
status became the envy of some of the people from 
Prophet Musa’s tribe. In Surah al-Qasas, the Quran 
confirms: 

TA Gata Oy T GS i ale BS ost oS oe OS Oy Up 








(76. Verily, Qarun was of Musa's people, but he behaved arrogantly towards 
them. And We gave him of the treasures, that of which the keys would have 
been a burden to a body of strong men. Remember when his people said to him: 

"Do not exult. Verily, Allah likes not those who exult.") (77. "But seek, with that 
which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and forget not 
your portion of lawful enjoyment in this word; and be generous as Allah has 
been generous to you, and seek not mischief in the land. Verily, Allah likes not 
the mischief-makers. (Quran 28:76-77) 











It was recorded that Ibn “Abbas said: (Verily, Qarun 
was of Musa's people) means "He was the son of his 
paternal uncle." This was also the view of Ibrahim An- 
Nakha‘i, ‘Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Nawfal, Sammak 
bin Harb, Qatadah, Malik bin Dinar, Ibn Jurayj and 
others; they all said that he was the cousin of Musa, peace 
be upon him. Ibn Jurayj said: "He was Qarun bin Yashar 
bin Qahith, and Musa was the son of ‘Imran bin Qahith. 

Allah’s statement: (And We gave him of the 
treasures,) meaning, of wealth: (that of which the keys 
would have been a burden to a body of strong men,) 
meaning; groups of strong men would not have been able 
to carry them because they were so many. Al-A*mash 
narrated from Khaythamah, "The keys of Qarun's treasure 
were made of leather, each key like a finger, and each key 
was for a separate storeroom. When he rode anywhere, the 
keys would be carried on sixty mules with white blazes on 


their foreheads and white feet." Other views were also 
given, and Allah knows best. Allah’s statement: 
(Remember when his people said to him: "Do not exult. 
Verily, Allah likes not those who exult.") means, the 
righteous ones among his people exhorted him. By way of 
sincere advice and guidance, they said: "Do not exult in 
what you have,” meaning, ‘do not be arrogant and proud 
of your wealth.’ 

Commenting on the statement: (Verily, Allah likes not 
those who exult) Ibn “Abbas said, "This means, those who 
rejoice and gloat.” Mujahid said, "It means those who are 
insolent and reckless, and do not thank Allah [SWT] for 
what He has given them." His saying: (But seek, with that 
which Allah [SWT] has bestowed on you, the home of the 
Hereafter, and forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment 
in this world;) means, “use this great wealth and immense 
blessing Allah [SWT] has given you to worship your Lord 


and draw closer to Him by doing a variety of good deeds 
which will earn you reward in this world and the 
Hereafter.’ 

The statement: (and forget not your portion of lawful 
enjoyment in this world;) “That which Allah [SWT] has 
permitted of food, drink, clothing, dwelling places and 
women. Your Lord has rights over you, your self has rights 
over you, your family has rights over you, and your visitors 
have rights over you. So give each of them their due.’ The 
statement: (and be generous as Allah [SWT] has been 
generous to you,) meaning “Be generous to His creatures, 
as He has been generous to you.' The statement: (and seek 
not mischief in the land) meaning: `do not let your aim be 
to spread corruption on earth and do harm to Allah's 
creation’: (Verily, Allah likes not the mischief-makers.) 
The Quran continues: 
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(He said: "This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess." 
Did he not know that Alah had destroyed before him generations, men who 
were stronger than him in might and greater in the amount they had collected 








But the criminals will not be questioned of their sins.) (Quran 28:78) 





The statement: (He said: "This has been given to me 
only because of the knowledge I possess") meaning, `I 
have no need of your advice; Allah has only given me this 
wealth because He knows that I deserve it and because He 
loves me. ' In other words: `He has given it to me because 
He knows that I am fit for this.' This is like the Ayah: 

bee eh Oa aS Pas % ay Sy 





(When harm touches man, he calls upon Us; then when We have changed it into 
a favor from Us, he says: "Only because of knowledge T obtained it.") (Quran 
39:49) 
An alternative interpretation of this Ayah says that 
the meaning is: "Only because of what Allah knows about 


me did I obtain this favour." This is like His saying: 
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(And truly, If We give him a taste of mercy from Us, after some adversity has 
touched him, he is sure to say: "This is from me.”) (Quran 41:50) 


This Ayah means, "I deserved it." Imam *Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam explained this Ayah very 
well. Concerning the phrase: (He said: "This has been 
given to me only because of the knowledge I possess.") He 
said: "Were it not for the fact that Allah is pleased with me 
and knows my virtue, He would not have given me this 
wealth.” And He said: (Did he not know that Allah had 
destroyed before him generations, men who were stronger 
than him in might and greater in the amount they had 
collected) This is what those who have little knowledge say 
when they see a person whom Allah [SWT] has granted a 
lot of wealth; they say that if he did not deserve it, Allah 
would not have given it to him. Allah [SWT] relates the 

arrogance of Qurun and the envy those of poor faith 











among the Children of Israel felt for him: He went out 
among his people in his finery. Those who desired the life 
of the world said, "Oh! If only we had the same as Qurun 
has been given! What immense good fortune he possesses. 
In Surah al-Qasas, the Quran continues: 
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(So, he went forth before his people in his finery. Those who were desirous of 
the live of the world, said: "AN, would that we had the ike of what Qarun has 
been given! Verily, he i the owner of a great fortune." But those who had been 
given knowledge said: "Woe to youl The reward of Allah is batter for those who 


believe and do righteous deeds, and this none shall attain except the patient."") 
(Quran 28:79-80) 


Allah [SWT] tells us how Qarun went forth one day 
before his people with his magnificent regalia; wearing his 
fine clothes, accompanied by his fine horses, his servants 
and retinue. When those whose desires and inclinations 
were for the world saw his adornments and splendor, they 

















wished that they could have the same as he had been 
given, and said: (Ah, would that we had the like of what 
Qarun has been given! Verily, he is the owner of a great 
fortune) meaning, “he is very lucky and has a great share 
in this world.’ When the people of beneficial knowledge 
heard this, they said to them: (Woe to you! The reward of 
Allah is better for those who believe and do righteous 
deeds,) ‘Allah's reward to His believing, righteous 
servants in the Hereafter is better than what you see,’ as is 
reported in the authentic Hadith: (Allah has prepared for 
His righteous servants what no eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, and the heart of a human cannot comprehend. 
Recite, if you wish: 





(No person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what they 
used to do.)) (Quran 32:17). 


Commenting on the statement: (and this none shall 











attain except the patient), As-Suddi said: "None shall 
reach Paradise except for the patient" -- as if this were the 
completion of the statement made by the people of 
knowledge. Ibn Jarir said, "This applies only to those who 
patiently forsake the love of this world, seeking the 
Hereafter. It is as if this is part of what the people of 
knowledge said, but it is made part of the Words of Allah 
[SWT], stating this fact." In Surah alQasas, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(81. So, We caused the earth to swalow him and his dwelling place. Then he 
had no group to help him against Allah, nor was he one of those who could save 
themselves.) (82. And those who desired his postion the day before, began to 
say: "Know you not that it is Allah Who expands the provision or restricts it to 
whomsoever He pleases of His servants. Had it not been that Alah was Gracious 
to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up! Know you not that the 
disbelievers will never be successful") (Quran 28:81-82) 

After telling us about Qarun's conceit and pride in his 
adornments, and how he was arrogant towards his people 
and transgressed against them, Allah [SWT] then tells us 
how he and his dwelling place were swallowed up by the 
earth. This was also reported in the Sahih by Al-Bukhari 
from Salim, who said that his father told him that the 
Messenger of Allah said: (While a man was dragging his 


lower garment, he was swallowed up and he will remain 











sinking down into the earth until the Day of Resurrection.) 
He also recorded something similar from Salim from Abu 
Hurayrah from the Prophet (SAW). Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Abu Sa ‘id said, "The Messenger of Allah 
said: (When a man among the people who came before 
you went out wearing two green garments, walking 
proudly and arrogantly, Allah commanded the earth to 
swallow him up, and he will remain sinking down into it 
until the Day of Resurrection.) This version was recorded 
only by Ahmad, and its chain of narration is Hasan 
(sound). The statement: (Then he had no group to help 
him against Allah, nor was he one of those who could save 
themselves) means, his wealth, group, servants and 
retinue were of no avail to him; they could not protect him 
from the wrath and vengeance of Allah [SWT]. Nor could 
he help himself or save himself. There was no one to help 
him, neither himself nor anybody else. 


Allah's statement: (And those who had desired his 
position the day before,) means, those witnessed him with 
his finery and said: (Those who were desirous of the life of 
the world, said: "Ah, would that we had the like of what 
Qarun has been given! Verily, he is the owner of a great 
fortune.") When he was swallowed up in the earth, they 
began to say: (Know you not that it is Allah Who expands 
the provision or restricts it to whomsoever He pleases of 
His servants.) Wealth does not indicate that Allah is 
pleased with its owner, for Allah gives and withholds, 
allows times of difficulty and times of ease, raises and 
lowers, His is the most complete wisdom and most 
convincing proof. According to a Hadith narrated by Ibn 
Mas`ud: (Allah has alloted character among you just as He 
has alloted your provision. Allah gives wealth to those 
whom He loves and those whom He does not love, but He 
gives Faith only to those whom He loves.) The statement: 


(Had it not been that Allah was Gracious to us, He could 
have caused the earth to swallow us up!) meaning, ‘were it 
not for the kindness and grace of Allah towards us, we 
could have been swallowed up by the earth just as he was 
swallowed up, because we wanted to be like him.' The 
statement: (Know you not that the disbelievers will never 
be successful.) He was a disbeliever, and the disbelievers 
will never be successful before Allah in this world or in the 
Hereafter. 

The story of Qurun clearly illustrates for us that Allah 
[SWT] does not bestow his mercy on those who are 
arrogant because of their wealth and possessions, and who 
consider themselves to be wiser or more knowledgeable 
than others. In the Quran, Allah [SWT] also gives us 
examples from other peoples of the past. Many 
civilizations of the past had attained great success and 
material wealth. Yet, all these civilizations were wiped out 


from the face of the earth. Allah [SWT] took back the souls 
of these people, who had thought themselves to be the 
rulers of the earth, and reduced their glorious palaces to 
ruins as in Surah al-Hajj, the Quran confirms: 
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(And many a township did We destroy while they were given to wrongdoing, so 
that it ie in ruins, and a deserted well and castie Mashid!) (Quran 22:45) 


There is another lesson the story of Qurun teaches us: 
not to be taken by the allure of the temporary riches of this 
world and of those who possess them. The ones a believer 
should be inclined to are those who withstand hardships 
in the way of Allah, those who spend their possessions, 
and live for the cause of Allah, and those men of faith and 
wisdom, whose hearts are full of love for Allah. As Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) said: "Allah does not look at your 
forms and possessions, but He looks at your hearts and 





your deeds." (Muslim) Those who appear to lead a 
luxuriant and prosperous life, actually live in spiritual 
deprivation. Each day drift these people into eternal 
torment in Hell. Allah [SWT] indicates this situation as in 
Surah al-Taubah, the Quran confirms: 
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(5S. So let not their wealth nor their children amaze you; in realty Allah's plan is 


to punish them with these things in the Ife of this world, and that their souls 
shall depart (die) while they are disbelievers.) (Quran 9:55) lah 


[SWT] says to His Messenger (SAW): (So let not their 
wealth nor their children amaze you...) In similar Ayat, 
Allah [SWT] said, 
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(And strain not your eyes in longing for the things We have given for enjoyment 
to various groups of them, the splendor of the life of this world, that We may 
test them thereby. But the provision (good reward in the Hereafter) of your Lord 
's better and more lasting) (Quran 20:131); and, 
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(Do they thnk that In weath and chicren with which We enlarge them. We 


hasten unto them with good things. Nay, but they perceive not.) (Quran 23:55- 
56) 











Allah’s statement next: (in reality Allah's plan is to 
punish them with these things in the life of this world,) by 
taking the Zakah due on their money from them and 
spending it in Allah's cause, according to the meaning 
given by Al-Hasan AlBasri. Allah's statement: (and that 
their souls shall depart while they are disbelievers) 
meaning, so that when Allah [SWT] brings death to them, 
they will still be disbelievers, to make matters worse for 
them and the torment more severe. We seek refuge from 


such an end, which includes being led astray gradually by 
these things which they have. 

Therefore, we must always be mindful that 
possessions should not be desired for pleasure and 
ostentation only but that Allah [SWT] puts humans to test 
by their possessions as well. These possessions bring 
enjoyment to people as long as they are used to earn the 
good pleasure of Allah [SWT]. Qurun, for instance, ended 
up in misery, despite his measureless wealth. The case of 
Qurun is indeed a warning for all generations, both past 
and present. 


Chapter 13 
STORY OF CALF-WORSHIP BY 
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 


In Surah al-Am’ram, the Quran confirms: 
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(And the people of Musa made in his absence, out of their ornaments, the 
image of a calf (for worship). It had a sound. Did they not see that it could 
neither speak to them nor guide them to the way they took it (for worship) and 
they were wrongdoers. And when they regretted and saw that they had gone 
astray, they said: "If our Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive us, we shal 
Certainly be of the losers") (Quran 7:148-149) 








shape of a calf with these ornaments and threw in it a 
handful of dust from the trace of the horse that the Angel 
Jibril was riding, and the calf seemed to moo. This 
occurred after Musa went for the appointed term with his 
Lord, where Allah told him about what happened when he 
was on Mount Tur. 
In Surah Ta-Ha, the Quran confirms: 
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(85. (Alah) said: "Verily, We have tried your people in your absence, and AS- 
Samiri has led them astray." (86. Then Musa returned to his people in a state 
You 2 far promise Di then the prome sea 12 you lng n coming Or did you 


desire that wrath shouid descend from your Lord on you, that you broke your 
promise to me") (Quran 20:85-86) d, 




















Allah describes the misguidance of those who 
worshipped the calf that AsSamiri made for them from the 
ornaments they borrowed from the Copts. He made the 
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(87. They said: "We broke not the promise to you, of our own wil, but we were 
made to carry the weight of the ornaments of thé people, then we cast them, 
‘and that was what As-Samiri suggested.") (88. Then he took out for them a calf 
which was mooing. They said: "This is your god, and the god of Musa,” but he 
had forgotten.) (89. Did they not see that it could not return them a word (for 
answer), and that it had no power ether to harm them or to do them good) 
(Quran 20;87-89) ah 


SWT] relates what happened when Musa travelled with 
the Children of Israel after Fir‘awn's destruction. 
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(uu they came upon a people devoted to some of idols. They said: "O 
Musal Make for us god as they have gods." He said: "Verily, you are a people 
who know not. Verily, these people will be destroyed for that which they are 
engaged in. And all that they are doing is in vain.") (Quran 7:138-139) 


Then, Allah [SWT] made a covenant with Musa of 
thirty nights after which He added to them ten more 











nights. Thus, they were forty nights in all. The covenant 
was that he was to fast these number of days, during both 
the day and night. Thus, Musa made haste to go to the 
Mountain and he left his brother, Harun, in charge over 
the Children of Israel. This is why Allah’s ("And what 
made you hasten from your people, O Musa" He said: 
"They are close on my footsteps.") These means that they 
have arrived and are settled near the Mountain. The 
statement (and I hastened to You, O my Lord, that You 
might be pleased.) meaning, "So You will be more pleased 
with me." ((Allah) said: "Verily, We have tried your people 
in your absence, and As-Samiri has led them astray.") 
Allah informs His Prophet, Musa, of what happened to the 
Children of Israel after he left them, and their deification 
of the calf that As-Samiri had made for them. During this 
time period, Allah [SWT] wrote for Musa the Tablets, 
which contained the Tawrah. Allah [SWT] said, 
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tnings “and "the explanation for al tings (and said). "Hold unto these with 
firmness, and enjoin your people to take the better therein. I shall show you the 
home of evildoers") (Quran 7:145) 

This means, "I will show you the final outcome of 
what will happen to those who abandon My obedience and 
oppose My command." Concerning Allah's statement, 
(Then Musa returned to his people in a state of anger and 
sorrow (Asif).) This means that after Allah informed him 
of what they were doing, he became extremely angry and 
upset with them. He was very worried for them. During 
this time he received the Tawrah, which contained their 
Shari`ah (Law), this was a great honor for them. For they 
were a people who used to worship other than Allah. 

Every person with sound reason and good sense could 
see that what they were doing was false and foolish. This is 











why Allah said that he (Musa) returned to them in a state 
of anger and sorrow. The word for sorrow used here is 
Asif, which is used to emphasize to the severity of his 
anger. Mujahid said, "In a state of anger and sorrow 
means worried." Qatadah and As-Suddi said, "Asif here 
means in a state of sadness because of what his people had 
done after him." The statement (He (Musa) said: "O my 
people! Did not your Lord promise you a fair promise...") 
This means, "Did He not promise you in that which I have 
spoken to you, every good in this life and in the Hereafter, 
and the good end in the final outcome of things You have 
already witnessed how He helped you defeat your enemy 
(Fir* awn) and He made you victorious over him and He 
blessed you with other bounties as well through His help." 
The statement (Did then the promise seem to you 
long in coming) meaning, “in waiting for what Allah had 
promised you and forgetting His previous favors and the 


covenant that He made with you before.’ In the statement 
(Or did you desire that wrath should descend from your 
Lord on you, ) the word `Or' means “Nay, but.’ It is used 
here to separate between a previous item and a coming 
item. It is as if it is saying, "Nay, but you want to make 
permissible the anger of your Lord upon you by what you 
have done. Therefore, you have broken your promise to 
me." The Children of Israel said in reply to Musa’s blame 
and rebuke, stated (We broke not our promise to you of 
our own will,) Meaning by our power and our choice. 
Then, they began making lame excuses and they told him 
how they got rid of that which they were carrying of Coptic 
jewellery that they had borrowed from them (the Egyptian 
Copts) when they left Egypt. Therefore they cast it, 
meaning that they threw it away. Thus, it became a calf 
that made a moaning sound that would gradually rise in 
pitch. This calf was an ordeal, a hindrance and test. Thia is 


why statement("...that was what As-Samiri suggested.” 
Then he took out (of the fire) for them (a statue of) a calf 
which was mooing.) 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn “Abbas said 
about the statement, (This is your god, and the god of 
Musa.) "So they became religiously devoted to it (the calf) 
and they loved it with a love that they had never loved 
anything else with before. " Allah then says, (but he had 
forgotten.) This means that he abandoned what he was 
following of the religion of Islam. This is referring to As- 
Samiri. Allah says in refuting them and rebuking them, 
and also explaining to them their folly and foolishness in 
that which they had done by stating (Did they not see that 
it could not return them a word (for answer), and that it 
had no power either to harm them or to do them good). 
This is about the calf. “Do they not see that it does not 
respond to them when they ask it and when they speak to 


it’. The statement (an d that it had no power either to 
harm them or to do them good) Meaning in their worldly 
affairs and matters of the Hereafter. 

Ibn ‘Abbas said, "Nay, by Allah, the moaning sound 
of the calf was nothing but wind that would enter into its 
behind and come out of its mouth, thus causing it to make 
a sound." In a Hadith of Al-Fitun recorded from Al-Hasan 


Al-Basri, it is mentioned that this calf's name was Bahmut. 


In reference to the excuse of these ignorant people, they 
claimed that they were merely ridding themselves of the 
jewellery of the Copts. In the process of doing so, they cast 
the jewellery (into the pit of fire) and ended up 
worshipping the calf. Thus, they were seeking to rid 
themselves of something detestable, but wound up doing 
something even worse. 

This is similar to an authentic narration reported 
from ‘Abdullah bin `Umar. A man from ‘Iraq asked him 


about the ruling of mosquitoes’ blood if it get on one's 
garment. The man wanted to know if it is permissible to 
pray in such a garment or not. Ibn ‘Umar replied by 
saying, "Look at the people of “Iraq. They killed the 
grandson of the Messenger of Allah, Al-Husayn, and yet 
they're asking about the blood of the mosquito.” 

The Quran continues: 
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(90. And Harun indeed had said to them beforehand: "O my people! You are 
being tried in this, and verily, your Lord i (Allah) the Most Gracious, so folow 
me and obey my order.”) (91. They sad: "We will not stop worshipping it, until 
Musa returns to us.") (Quran 20:90-91) 


Allah, the Exalted, informs of Harun's attempt to 
prohibit them from worshipping the calf and his telling 
them that this was only a test for them. He told them that 
their Lord was the Most Beneficent, Who created 
everything and decreed for everything its just measure. He 











is the Owner of the Mighty Throne, the One Who does 
whatever He wants. The statement (so follow me and obey 
my order) means, "Follow me in that which I am 
commanding you with and leave that which I forbid you 
from.' The statement (They said: "We will not stop 
worshipping it, until Musa returns to us") means, "We will 
not cease in our worship of this calf until we hear what 
Musa has to say about it." So they opposed Harun in this 
matter and they fought against him, nearly killing him. 








(Musa) said: "O Harun! What prevented you when you saw them going 
astray." "That you followed me not (according to my advice to you) Have you 
then disobeyed my order”) (94. He (Harun) said: "O son of my mother! Seze 
(me) not by my beard, nor by my head! Venly, I feared lest you should say: 
“You have caused a division among the Children of Israel, and you have not 
respected my wordi") (Quran 20:92-94) 











Here, Allah [SWT] informs of what happened when 
Musa (AS) returned to his people and saw the great matter 
that had taken place among them. With this he became 
filled with anger and he threw down the Divine Tablets 
that he had in his hand. Then, he grabbed his brother 
Harun by his head and pulled him towards himself. The 
statement (What prevented you when you saw them going 
astray; that you followed me not) means, "You should have 
informed me of this matter as soon as it happened." The 
statement (Have you then disobeyed my order) "In that 
which I entrusted to you,” refers to Musa's statement as 
Quran confirms: 
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(Replace me among my people, act in the right way and follow not the way 
of the mischief-makers.) (Quran 7:142) 


The statement (He (Harun) said: "O son of my 
mother!") mentions of the mother was Harun's attempt to 





soften Musa's anger, because he was Musa's biological 
brother and they had the same parents. The mentioning of 
the mother here is more delicate and profound in bringing 
about gentleness and mildness. This is why he said, (O son 
of my mother! Seize (me) not by my beard, nor by my 
head!) This was Harun's excuse to Musa for being delayed 
from coming to him and informing him of the great 
mishap that took place. He said, (Verily, I feared) 
meaning, "I was afraid to come after you and inform you 
of this, because I thought you might accuse me of leaving 
them alone and causing division between them." The 
statement (and you have not respected my word!) This 
means, "And you did not take care of what I commanded 
you to do when I left you in charge of them." Ibn “Abbas 
said, "Harun was respectful and obedient to Musa.” 

Allah said about His Honorable Self, as the Quran 
confirms: 
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(And when they regretted), and felt sorrow for their 
action, and saw that they had gone astray, they said: "If 
our Lord have not mercy upon us and forgive us, we will 
certainly become among the losers.") or among the 
destroyed ones. This was their recognition of their sin and 
their way of seeking salvation from Allah the Most Mighty 
and Majestic. 
In Surah TaHa, the Quran continues: 
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((Musa) said: "And what is the matter with you. O Samiri" (Samiri) said: "T 
saw what they saw not, so I took a (Qabdah) handful (of dust) from the (hoof) 
print of the messenger and threw it. Thus my inner seif suggested to me.” Musa 
Said: "Then go away! And verily, your (punishment) in this Ife will be that you 
will say: “Touch me not; and verily, you have a promise that will not fail. And 
Jook at your god to which you have been devoted. We will certainly burn it, and 
Scatter its particles in the sea." Your God is only Allah, there i no God but Him. 
He has full knowledge of all things.) (Quran 20:95-98) 

Musa said to As-Samiri, "What caused you to do what 
you did What presented such an idea to you causing you to 
do this”. The statement ((Samiri) said: "I saw what they 
saw not.") means, "I saw Jibril when he came to destroy 
Fir`awn." Mujahid said, "As-Samiri threw what was in his 
hand onto the jewellery of the Children of Israel and it 
became molded into the body of a calf, which made a light 
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moaning sound. The wind that blew into it was the cause 
of its sound. The statement (thus my inner self suggested 
to me) means that his soul considered it something good 
and it was pleasing to his self. The statement ((Musa) said: 
"Then go away! And verily, your (punishment) in this life 
will be that you will say: “Touch me not.") This means, 
"Just as you took and touched what was not your right to 
take and touch of the messenger's foot print, such is your 
punishment in this life, that you will say, “Do not touch 
(me)."" This means, "You will not touch the people and 
they will not touch you.” The statement (and verily, you 
have a promise) means on the Day of Resurrection, you 
will have no way to escape it. 


Chapter 14 

THE STORY OF THE SATURDAY 
PEOPLE (THE SABBATH 
BREAKERS) 


Prophet Musa (AS) had taught the Bani Israa’il (Jews) 
to designate one particular day for the worship of Allah 
[SWT] wherein they were to abandon all their business 
and leisure activities. Originally, the day of Friday was 
specified, but at the request of the Bani Israa’il, it was 
changed to Saturday, thereby this day, the Sabbath, 
became a holiday for the Jews. On Saturdays Prophet 
Musa (AS) used to address a special congregation and 
preach to the people. For many years after Prophet Musa 


(A), the Sabbath was faithfully observed as a religious day. 
However, in the time of Prophet Dawud (AS), one group of 
the Bani Israa'il, who lived at the seaport of Aylah by the 
Red Sea, were mainly fishermen and fished the seas every 
day except Saturday. Some of these people broke the 
Divine rule as they failed the test from Allah [SWT]. Allah 
[SWT] tested their faith by making the fish become very 
easy to catch on Saturdays. Some people in that village 
committed a major sin and as a punishment Allah [SWT] 
turned them into monkeys and pigs. These people were 
called Ashabus-Sabt, the Saturday People. 

The Jews concealed this story. They did not want 
people to know that Allah [SWT] had turned some of the 
Children of Israel, who were before them, into pigs and 
monkeys, and then destroyed them. Allah [SWT] however, 
exposed them in the Quran when He revealed this story to 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW). This story was revealed, 


warning the Jews not to be arrogant, and stubborn. They 
should have accepted the truth and believed in Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW). The Revelation of this story was to 
remind those Jews of what had happened to those who 
were before them from the village of Aylah. 

During the time of Prophet Dawud (AS), the earlier 
tradition of Prophet Musa (AS) continued for the Children 
of Israel prohibiting them from working, trading, crafting 
goods, or fishing on Saturdays, because this was a day of 
rest for them. This was a test from Allah [SWT], making 
evident to the people who would follow the orders of Allah 
[SWT], and who would disobey Him. 

It so happened that on each Saturday fish and whales 
were made to come close to the shore, to the point that 
one could catch them by hand. The fish would come to the 
shore in great numbers gathering there without any fear of 
being caught, because the fish and whales instinctively 


assured that they would not be harmed that day... During 
the rest of the week, the fish would remain in the depths of 
the ocean and the Children of Israel would not see them 
until the following Saturday. 

Since Shaytan is open enemy of humanity therefore 
by stannic whispering some wicket souls were lead to 
wrongdoing and sinning. One of the peoples of the village 
was tempted to catch some of the fish that came on 
Saturday. The devil made the fish seem so tempting that 
the man made a plan to get what he desired. It so 
happened that on one Saturday, he came to the shore and 
saw a big fish swimming close to it. He took the fish’s tail 
and tied it with a rope. Then he tied the other side of the 
rope to a stake and anchored it into the sand. At the end of 
the day (with Saturday passing at sunset), he came back to 
the shore, took the fish, went home, cleaned it and 
barbecued it. His neighbors came enquiring about the 


smell of barbecued fish. The man denied having fish and 
made excuses that: “It is the skin of a fish that I found, so I 
brought it home and barbecued it.” 

The next Saturday he did the same thing, and again 
the neighbors came by asking him about the smell of 
barbecued fish. This time, however he revealed his method 
and they imitated him and they became inventive in their 
ways to catch the fish. On Fridays they would make small 
pools which were easy to block and were connected to the 
ocean through small tunnels. The fish would enter these 
tunnels on Saturday and get stuck in the pools. Some 
people went even further and they would ride their boats 
out to the open sea and force the big fish back towards the 
shore until these fish got stuck in the tunnels. They would 
then close the openings to the pools and the fish would be 
stuck there unable to get out until it was Sunday, when 
they would take home what they had caught. Many people 


did this. Eventually it reached the point where people were 
openly fishing o n Saturdays, then selling what they caught 
in the market. This of course was a gross violation of the 
orders of Allah [SWT]. The pious people did not like the 
major sinners sinned publicly and resisted them to stop 
the practice and repent. The major sinners however did 
not listen and continued their practice. As a result, the 
pious people separated them from the majone or sinners 
by building a wall in the village. 

On night, punishment came to major sinners by Allah 
[SWT] turning the younger ones into monkeys and the 
older ones into pigs. In the morning, the pious people 
among the Children of Israel (who had ordered with the 
good and forbade the wrong) went to their jobs, mosques, 
and other places in the community, but they did not see 
any of the major sinners. They were shocked and surprised 
at this and wondered about what happened to them. One 


of them put a ladder on the wall to take a look. When he 
looked over to the other side he was astonished to find 
monkeys jumping over each other and pigs making ugly 
noises. 

Those people who were changed into animals were 
only alive for three days and then perished. Their story 
became a great lesson for the people who had known them 
and knew what happened to them. Similarly, their story 
was a great lesson for the nations that came after them 
who did not see them but only heard about them. 

It has been cited in the Hadith of Al-Bayhagqiyy, and 
others that Prophet Dawud (AS) lived for 100 years. May 
Allah [SWT] enable us to hear the beauty of the voice of 
Prophet Dawud (AS)? 

The Quern describes this story in the following Ayat: 








(And indeed you knew those amongst you who transgressed in the matter of the 
Sabbath (i.e. Saturday). We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised and 








rejected.” So We made this punishment an example for those in front of it and 
those behind it, and a lesson for Al-Muttagin (the pious.) (Quran 2:65-66) 





Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (And 
indeed you knew) means, O Jews! Remember that Allah 
[SWT] sent His torment on the village that disobeyed Him 
and broke their pledge and their covenant to observe the 
sanctity of the Sabbath. They began using deceitful means 
to avoid honouring the Sabbath by placing nets, ropes and 
artificial pools of water for the purpose of fishing before 
the Sabbath. When the fish came in abundance on 
Saturday as usual, they were caught in the ropes and nets 
for the rest of Saturday. During the night, the Jews 
collected the fish after the Sabbath ended. When they did 
that, Allah [SWT] changed them from humans into 


monkeys, the animals having the form closest to humans. 
Their evil deeds and deceit appeared lawful on the surface, 
but they were in reality wicked. This is why their 
punishment was compatible with their crime. 

In his Tafsir, Al-* Awfi reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that 
he said, Allah statement: (We said to them: "Be you 
monkeys, despised and rejected") means, "Allah changed 
their bodies into those of monkeys and swines. The young 
people turned into monkeys while the old people turned 
into swine." Shayban An-Nahwi reported that Qatadah 
commented on Allah’s statement: (We said to them: "Be 
you monkeys, despised and rejected") as "These people 
were turned into howling monkeys with tails, after being 
men and women." Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn 
“Abbas said, "Those who violated the sanctity of the 
Sabbath were turned into monkeys, then they perished 
without offspring." Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn “Abbas said, 


"Allah turned them into monkeys because of their sins. 
They only lived on the earth for three days, for no 
transformed person ever lives more than three days. They 
did not eat, drink or have offspring. Allah [SWT] 
transformed their shapes into monkeys, and He does what 
He wills, with whom He wills and He changes the shape of 
whomever He wills. On the other hand, Allah [SWT] 
created the monkeys, swines and the rest of the creation in 
the six days (of creation) that He mentioned in His Book." 
Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (for those in 
front of it and those behind it) means, for the other 
villages. Ibn “Abbas commented, "Meaning, ‘we made 
this village an example for the villages around it by the 
manner in which we punished its people." Similarly, Allah 
said, 
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(And indeed We have destroyed towns (populations) round about you, and We 
have (repeatedly) shown (them) the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, 
signs, revelations, etc.) in various ways that they might return (to the truth and 
believe in the Oneness of Allah ~ Islamic Monotheism)) (Quran 46:27) 
Therefore, Allah made them an example for those 
who lived during their time as well as a reminder for those 
to come, by preserving their story. Ibn Kathir explains that 
Allah’s statement: (and a lesson for Al-Muttaqin (the 
pious)), meaning, a reminder. This Ayah means, "The 
torment and punishment that this village suffered was a 
result of indulging in Allah's prohibitions and their deceit. 
Hence, those who have Taqwa should be aware of their 
evil behaviour, so that what occurred to this village does 
not befall them as well.” Also, Imam Abu ‘Abdullah bin 
Battah reported that Abu Hurayrah said that the Allah’s 
Messenger (SAW) said: (Do not commit what the Jews 
committed, breaching what Allah has forbidden, by 











resorting to the lowest types of deceit.) This Hadith has a 

good (Jayid) chain of narration. Allah knows best. 

This story is explained in detail in Surat Al-A’raf discussed 

herein below: 
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(163. And ask them about the town that was by the sea; when they 
transgressed in the matter of the Sabbath: when their fsh came to them openly 
on the Sabbath day, and did not come to them on the day they had no Sabbath, 
Thus We made a trial for them, for they used to rebel against Allah's command.) 
(Quran 7:163) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] says to His 
Prophet here: (And ask them) ask the Jews who are with 
you, about the story of their fellow Jews who defied Allah's 
command, so that His punishment overtook them all of a 
sudden for their evil actions, transgression and defiance 
by way of deceit. Also, warn the Jews (O Muhammad) 











against hiding your description that they find in their 
books, so that they do not suffer what their forefathers 
suffered. The village mentioned here is Aylah, on the shore 
of the Quizum (Red) Sea. Muhammad bin Ishaq recorded 
from Dawud bin Al-Husayn from `Ikrimah that Ibn 
“Abbas commented on Allah's statement: (And ask them 
about the town that was by the sea...) "A village called 
Aylah between Madyan and At-Tur (which is in Sinai). 
“Ikrimah, Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi said similarly. 
Allah's statement: (when they transgressed in the matter 
of the Sabbath ;) means, they transgressed in the Sabbath 
and defied Allah's command to them to keep it sanctified, 
Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (when 
their fish came to them openly on the Sabbath day,) means 
visible on top of the water, according to AdDahhak who 
reported it from Ibn ‘Abbas. Ibn Jarir said, "Allah's 
statement: (and did not come to them on the day they had 


no Sabbath. Thus We made a trial of them,) means, this is 
how We tested them by making the fish swim close to the 
surface of the water , on the day which they were 
prohibited to fish. The fish would be hidden from them on 
the day when they were allowed to fish. 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (Thus We 
made a trial for them,) means so that We test them, and 
statement (for they used to rebel against Allah's 
command) means by defying His obedience and rebelling 
against it." Therefore, these were a people who used a trick 
to violate Allah's prohibitions, taking an action that 
seemed legal on the surface. However, in reality, this 
action was meant to transgress the prohibition. Imam and 
scholar Abu “Abdullah Ibn Battah reported that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, (Do not 
repeat what the Jews committed, and violate Allah's 
prohibitions using deceitful tricks.) This Hadith has a 


reasonable chain. 
The Quran continues: 
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(164. And when a community among them said: "Why do you preach to a people 
whom Allah is about to destroy or to punish with a severe torment” (The 
preachers) said: "In order to be free from guit before your Lord (Alah), and 
perhaps they may fear Allah.”) (165. So when they forgot the reminder that had 
been given to them, We rescued those who forbade evi, but wih a severe 
torment We selzed those who did wrong, because they used to rebel against 
Allah's command.) (166. So when they exceeded the limits of what they were 
prohibited, We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised.") (Quran 7:164-166) 


Ibn Kathie explains that Allah [SWT] said that the 
people of this village were divided into three groups, a 
group that committed the prohibition, catching fish on the 
Sabbath, as we described in the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Baqarah. Another group prohibited them from 
transgression and avoided them. A third group neither 











prohibited them, nor participated in their action. The 
third group said to the preachers. The statement: ("Why 
do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to destroy 
or to punish with a severe torment") means they said, 
“why do you forbid these people from evil, when you know 
that they are destroyed and have earned Allah's 
punishment’ Therefore, they said, there is no benefit in 
forbidding them. The preachers replied: ("In order to be 
free from guilt before your Lord (Allah),") “for we were 
commanded to enjoin righteousness and forbid evil’, the 
statement: ("and perhaps they may fear Allah") for on 
account of our advice, they might stop this evil and repent 
to Allah [SWT]. Certainly, if they repent to Allah [SWT], 
Allah [SWT] will accept their repentance and grant them 
His mercy.’ 

Allah’s statement: (So when they forgot the reminder 
that had been given to them,) means when the evil doers 


reasonable chain. 
The Quran continues: 
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(164. And when a community among them said: "Why do you preach to a people 
whom Allah is about to destroy or to punish with a severe torment” (The 
preachers) said: "In order to be free from guit before your Lord (Alah), and 
perhaps they may fear Allah.”) (165. So when they forgot the reminder that had 
been given to them, We rescued those who forbade evi, but wih a severe 
torment We selzed those who did wrong, because they used to rebel against 
Allah's command.) (166. So when they exceeded the limits of what they were 
prohibited, We said to them: "Be you monkeys, despised.") (Quran 7:164-166) 


Ibn Kathie explains that Allah [SWT] said that the 
people of this village were divided into three groups, a 
group that committed the prohibition, catching fish on the 
Sabbath, as we described in the Tafsir of Surat Al- 
Baqarah. Another group prohibited them from 
transgression and avoided them. A third group neither 











prohibited them, nor participated in their action. The 
third group said to the preachers. The statement: ("Why 
do you preach to a people whom Allah is about to destroy 
or to punish with a severe torment") means they said, 
“why do you forbid these people from evil, when you know 
that they are destroyed and have earned Allah's 
punishment’ Therefore, they said, there is no benefit in 
forbidding them. The preachers replied: ("In order to be 
free from guilt before your Lord (Allah),") “for we were 
commanded to enjoin righteousness and forbid evil’, the 
statement: ("and perhaps they may fear Allah") for on 
account of our advice, they might stop this evil and repent 
to Allah [SWT]. Certainly, if they repent to Allah [SWT], 
Allah [SWT] will accept their repentance and grant them 
His mercy.’ 

Allah’s statement: (So when they forgot the reminder 
that had been given to them,) means when the evil doers 


refused the advice, and statement: (We rescued those who 
forbade evil, but We seized who did wrong,) means who 
committed the transgression: (with a severe torment). 
Allah stated that those who enjoined good were saved, 
while those who committed the transgression were 
destroyed, but He did not mention the end of those who 
were passive (the third group), for the compensation is 
comparable to the deed. This type did not do what would 
warrant praise, nor commit wrong so that they are 
admonished. *Ikrimah said, "Ibn “Abbas said about the 
Ayah: `I do not know whether or not the people were 
saved who said: ("Why do you preach to a people whom 
Allah is about to destroy...") So I continued discussing it 
with him until I convinced him that they were. Then he 
gave me (the gift of) a garment.” Allah statement: (and We 
seized those who did wrong with a Ba'is torment) 
indicating that those who remained were saved. As for 


`Ba'is', it means ‘severe’, according to Mujahid, or 
‘painful’, according to Qatadah. These meanings are 
synonymous, and Allah knows best. Allah said next: 
(despised), humiliated, disgraced and rejected. 


refused the advice, and statement: (We rescued those who 
forbade evil, but We seized who did wrong,) means who 
committed the transgression: (with a severe torment). 
Allah stated that those who enjoined good were saved, 
while those who committed the transgression were 
destroyed, but He did not mention the end of those who 
were passive (the third group), for the compensation is 
comparable to the deed. This type did not do what would 
warrant praise, nor commit wrong so that they are 
admonished. *Ikrimah said, "Ibn “Abbas said about the 
Ayah: `I do not know whether or not the people were 
saved who said: ("Why do you preach to a people whom 
Allah is about to destroy...") So I continued discussing it 
with him until I convinced him that they were. Then he 
gave me (the gift of) a garment.” Allah statement: (and We 
seized those who did wrong with a Ba'is torment) 
indicating that those who remained were saved. As for 


`Ba'is', it means ‘severe’, according to Mujahid, or 
‘painful’, according to Qatadah. These meanings are 
synonymous, and Allah knows best. Allah said next: 
(despised), humiliated, disgraced and rejected. 


Chapter 15 

STORY OF THE REAL FLYING 
CARPET AT SERVICE OF 
PROPHET SULAYMAN (AS) 


Among what the jinn made for Prophet Sulayman 
(AS) was a wide, carpetlike, wooden platform 
covered with gold and silk. This platform was big 
enough to carry humans, castles and other 
buildings, tents, supplies, horses, camels, and 
other animals. In the middle of it was a place for 
Prophet Sulayman (AS) to sit. Around Prophet 
Sulayman (AS) the pious people sat on golden 
chairs. Around them there were silver chairs for 


the scholars. The other people and jinn sat around 
the scholars. Despite the vastness of the reign of 
Prophet Sulayman (AS), he fought in person for the sake 
of spreading the message of Tahweed and worship to Allah 
[SWT]. Prophet Sulayman (ASo was constantly battling 
the blasphemers to spread Islam, teaching that Allah 
[SWT] was the only God, to be worshiped without 
partners. 

Allah [SWT] subjugated the wind to Sulayman (AS). 
The flying carpet carried him, taking Sulayman 
(AS) wherever he wanted. If he wanted to travel or 
fight an enemy, the carpet would be loaded with 
all that an army needs. Then a special wind that 
was designated by Allah [SWT] to obey Prophet 
Sulayman would come under the carpet, raising 
the carpet into the sky. This wind would be as 
gentle as a breeze, carrying Prophet Sulayman 


and his army to their destination. 

If Prophet Sulayman (AS) wanted to travel faster, he 
would ask for a stronger wind, and it would come. This 
carpet had an amazing speed covering what was 
normally a one-month traveling distance in less 
than five hours. They would get to a place in the 
morning, and be back at home in the evening. 
Birds flew over them shading, and protecting them from 
the harmful sunrays. 

The city of Tadmur, in the region of Ash-Sham was 
the headquarters for Prophet Sulayman’s kingdom. It was 
cited that the jinn had built that city for him from great 
stones, with long pillars of yellow and white marble. One 
morning, Prophet Sulayman (AS) headed out from 
Tadmur in the direction of Istakhr, one of the biggest 
cities of Persia. In Istakhr there was a mosque known as 
Sulayman’s Mosque. It would usually take a month to 


reach Istakhr from Tadmur, but Prophet Sulayman 
reached it by noon. He rested a bit in the mosque, and 
then he headed towards Kabul in present-day Afghanistan, 
which also usually took a month to reach. Prophet 
Sulayman reached there by nightfall, slept there, and 
headed back towards Tadmur the next morning, reaching 
it by noon. 

Among the proofs for these trips is what was found in 
a house near the Tigris River. In that house, a board was 
found. On this board, one of the companions of Prophet 
Sulayman (AS), either from the humans or the jinn, had 
written, “We stayed in this house. We did not build it; 
rather it was already built. We reached Istakhr at noon 
and the next day returned to Ash-Sham.” 

Another story that was narrated about Prophet 
Sulayman (AS) was that while riding his carpet he 
passed over a farmer plowing his land. The man 


looked towards him and said, “Dawud’s family has 
been given a great kingdom.” 

The wind carried the words of this man to the ears of 
Prophet Sulayman (AS). Sulayman (AS) landed and 
walked to the man. Prophet Sulayman (AS) told the man: 
“T heard what you said, and I came to warn you not to wish 
for that which you cannot obtain. Only praise of Allah 
[SWT], that Allah [SWT] accepts from you, is better than 
the entire world and what is in it.” The farmer replied: 
“May Allah ease your worries like you have eased mine.” 


Chapter 16 

STORY OF PROPHET 
SULAYMAN (AS) AND THE 
VALLEY OF THE ANTS 


Sulayman (AS) was a prophet who had been given 
dominion that surpassed all other human beings — past 
and present. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas reports that 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) said: (‘When Sulayman 
(Sulayman) son of Dawud re-built Baitul Maqdis he 
requested from Allah three things in intervals: (a) He 
asked Allah governorship with Justice that is in 
accordance with the Laws of Allah; (b) He asked to possess 
dominion that cannot be attained/possessed by anyone 


after him ; (c) He asked, after having completed the 
(re)building of the Masjid, that anyone who comes to it, 
seeking only to pray in it, that he departs from it (exits 
him) sinless as the day he was given birth to by his 
mother.(In another narration he said, ‘As for the (first) 
two requests, then he received them. I am hopeful that he 
was granted the third as well.’) (Reported by an-Nasaa’i, 
Ahmed, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban, Al-Haakim in al- 
Mustadrak, Al-Bayhagqi in ash-Shu‘ab and others). One of 
the blessings extended to Sulayman was his ability to 
converse with the birds in natural living environment. 
Once Sulayman's troops (made up of jinn and men 
and birds) gathered in a battle form and when they 
reached the Valley of the Ants, an ant alerted the ants’ to 
enter their dwellings so that Sulayman and his troops do 
not crush them unwittingly. The Quran confirms this story 
in the following Ayat in Surah an-Nahl: 
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(17, And there were gathered before Sulayman his hosts of Jinn and men, and 
birds, and they all were set in battle order (marching forward).) (18. Til, when 
they came to the valley of the ants, one of the ants said: "O ants! Enter your 
dwellings, lest Sulayman and nis armies should crush you, while they perceive 
not.”) (19. So he (Sulayman) smiled, amused at her speech and said: "My Lordi 
Grant me the power and abity that 1 may be grateful for Your favors which You 
have bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may do righteous good 
deeds that wil please You, and admit me by Your mercy among Your righteous 








servants.") (Quran 27:17-19) 





Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (And there 
were gathered before Sulayman his hosts of Jinn and men, 
and birds, and they all were set in battle order) means, all 
of Sulayman's troops of Jinn, men and birds were 
gathered together, and he rode with them in a display of 
might and glory, with people marching behind him, 


followed by the Jinn, and the birds flying above his head. 
When it was hot, they would shade him with their wings. 
And the statement (and they all were set in battle order) 
means the first and the last of them were brought 
together, so that none of them would step out of place. 
Mujahid said: "Officials were appointed to keep each 
group in order, and to keep the first and the last together 
so that no one would step out of line -- just as kings do 
nowadays.” 

The statement: (Till, when they came to the valley of 
the ants,) means, when Sulayman, the soldiers and the 
army with him crossed the valley of the ants: (one of the 
ants said: "O ants! Enter your dwellings, lest Sulayman 
and his armies should crush you, while they perceive 
not.") Sulayman (AS) understood what the ant said: (So he 
smiled, amused at her speech and said: "My Lord! Grant 
me the power and ability that I may be grateful for Your 


favours which You have bestowed on me and on my 
parents, and that I may do righteous good deeds that will 
please You) meaning: “inspire me to give thanks for the 
blessings that You have bestowed upon me by teaching me 
to understand what the birds and animals say, and the 
blessings that You have bestowed upon my parents by 
making them Muslims who believe in You.’ The statement: 
(and that I may do righteous good deeds that will please 
You,) means, “deeds that You love which will earn Your 
pleasure.’ And the statement: (and admit me by Your 
mercy among Your righteous servants.) means, ‘when You 
cause me to die, then join me with the righteous among 
Your servants, and the Higher Companion among Your 
close friends.’ 

Ibn al-Qayyim has discussed in Miftaah Dar as- 
Sa‘aadah (Vol. 1, Pg. 243) the linguistic power of the ant’s 
speech. He said that the dialogue of the ant as stated in the 


Quran: "O ants! Enter your dwellings, lest Sulayman and 
his armies should crush you, while they perceive not" 
involves 10 different communicational tools. This single 
statement carried in its message the 10 linguistic 
parameters, namely: (1) a call and plea; (2) an indication; 
(3) identification; (4) mandating; (5) stating; (6) warning; 
(7) specification; (8) discerning and proving; (9) 
generalizing; and (10) excusing. This statement was so 
concise carrying all these 10 parameters compelled 
Sulayman (AS) to than Allah [SWT] for the blessings 
bestowed to him and invoke as described in the Quran: 


(So he (Sulayman) smiled, amused at her speech and said: 


"My Lord! Grant me the power and ability that I may be 
grateful for Your favours which You have bestowed on me 
and on my parents, and that I may do righteous good 
deeds that will please You, and admit me by Your mercy 
among Your righteous servants.") 


Ibn al-Qayyim has given the breakdown of above 
mentioned parameters by 

breaking down the statement of the ant as 
follows: (1) O (a call and plea); (2 and) 
ants! (Identification and Indication); (4 
and 5) enter (mandating and 
commanding); (6) your dwellings (stating 
what to do); (7) lest Sulayman (specifying 
and labeling); (8) and his hosts (discerning 
and proving); (9) crush you (warning); 
(10) while they perceive not (excusing). An 
ant’s above mentioned sentence contained. 
all of that eloquence and precision, 
Subhan-Allah! The Quran confirms this 


ability obs ant in the following Ayah: 








(There is not a moving creature on earth, nor a bird that flies with its two wings, 
but are Umam like you, We have neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their 
Lord they (all) shall be gathered.) (Quran 6:38) 


Ibn Kathir explains that regarding the statement 
(There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, nor a 
bird that flies with its two wings, but are Umam like you) 
Mujahid commented, "Meaning, various species that have 
distinct names.” Qatadah said, "Birds are an Ummah, 
humans are an Ummah and the Jinn are an Ummah." As- 
Suddi said that, the statement: (but are Umam like you) 
means, creations (or species). Allah's statement: (We have 
neglected nothing in the Book,) means, the knowledge 
about all things is with Allah [SWT], and He never forgets 
any of His creatures, nor their sustenance, nor their 
affairs, whether these creatures live in the sea or on land. 











In another Ayah, Allah [SWT] said; 
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(And no moving creature is there on earth but ts provision is due from Aliah. 
And He knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc,). All is 
in @ Clear Book. (Quran 11:6). There 
is a record of their names, numbers, movements, and lack 
of movement. In another Ayah, Allah [SWT] said; 
A A SU G G J I E ology 
(And so many a moving creature there is, that carries not ts own provision! 


Aliah provides for t and for you. And He is the Al-Hearer, the All-Knower.) 
(Quran 29:60) 


Tbn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn `Abbas said about 
the statement: (then unto their Lord they (all) shall be 
gathered,) "Death gathers them." `Abdur-Razzaq recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said about Allah's statement, (but are 
Umam like you. We have neglected nothing in the Book, 
then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered) means: 




















“All creatures will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection, 
the beasts, birds and all others. Allah's justice will be so 
perfect, that the un-horned sheep will receive retribution 
from the horned sheep. Allah [SWT] will then command 
them, “Be dust! 


Chapter 17 
STORY OF REBUILDING OF 
BAYT AL-MAQDIS 


Imam Ibn Hajar claims that he found evidence 
supporting those who say that it is Adam who founded 
both mosques. For instance, Ibn Hisham mentioned in 
"Kitab al-Tijan" that when Adam built the Ka’aba, Allah 
[SWT] ordered him to walk to Bayt al-Maqdis and build it 
and so he did and offered worship in it. And the 
construction of the House [Arabic: al-Bayt, i.e., the 
Ka‘ aba] is famous and according to the Hadith of “Abd 
Allah Ibn “Amr that the House was elevated in the time of 
the flood until Allah [SWT] showed Ibrahim its location. 
Ibn Abi Hatim narrated from the way of Ma’mar from 


“All creatures will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection, 
the beasts, birds and all others. Allah's justice will be so 
perfect, that the un-horned sheep will receive retribution 
from the horned sheep. Allah [SWT] will then command 
them, “Be dust! 


Chapter 17 
STORY OF REBUILDING OF 
BAYT AL-MAQDIS 


Imam Ibn Hajar claims that he found evidence 
supporting those who say that it is Adam who founded 
both mosques. For instance, Ibn Hisham mentioned in 
"Kitab al-Tijan" that when Adam built the Ka’aba, Allah 
[SWT] ordered him to walk to Bayt al-Maqdis and build it 
and so he did and offered worship in it. And the 
construction of the House [Arabic: al-Bayt, i.e., the 
Ka‘ aba] is famous and according to the Hadith of “Abd 
Allah Ibn “Amr that the House was elevated in the time of 
the flood until Allah [SWT] showed Ibrahim its location. 
Ibn Abi Hatim narrated from the way of Ma’mar from 


Qatadah: Allah [SWT] founded the House with Adam 
when he descended. But Adam missed the voices of the 
Angels and their prayers. Therefore, Allah [SWT] told 
him: I sent down a House around which [people] will 
revolve like it is revolved around my Throne, so set out to 
it. Adam (AS) set out to Makkah. It was also said that 
when he had prayed at the Ka ‘aba, he was ordered to set 
out to Jerusalem where he built a masjid [mosque] and 
prayed therein so that it became a Qiblah to a part of his 
progeny 

In Surah al-Baqrah, the Quran confirms: 
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(230, And who tums away from the religion of Ibrahim (i.e. Islamic Monotheism) 
except him who fools himself Truly, We chose him in ths world and verily, in the 
Hereafter he wil be among the righteous), (131, When his Lord said to him, 
"Submit (ie. be a Muslim)!" He said, "I have submitted myself (as a Musim) to 
the Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, Jinn and all that exists).") (132, And this 
(submission to Allah, Islam) was enjoined by Ibrahim (Abraham) upon his sons 
and by Ya qub (Jacob) (saying), "O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the (true) 








religion, then die not except as Musiims.") (Quran 2: 130-132) 

Allah [SWT] refuted the disbelievers' innovations of 
associating others with Allah [SWT] in defiance of the 
religion of Ibrahim, the leader of the upright. Ibrahim 
always singled out Allah in worship, with sincerity, and he 
did not call upon others besides Allah [SWT]. He did not 
commit Shirk, even for an instant. He disowned every 
other deity that was being worshipped instead of Allah 
[SWT] and defied all his people in this regard. 





The advice that Jacob gave to his children, which 
testifies that Yuqub (AS) was among those who received 
the advice mentioned in Ayat above (2:130-132) as 
discussed above. It appears that as Isma’il (AS) helped 
Ibrahim (AS) to build Ka’aba, therefore, Ishaq (AS) and 
Yuqub (AS) built Bayt al-Maqdis under the direction of 
Ibrahim (AS), as 40 years later he had become very old 
and may not be physically able to build himself. Allah 
[SWT] knows best. Later Dawud (AS) started 
reconstructing on the same foundation and construction 
completed by Sulayman (AS) with the help of jinnat. 

The city of Jerusalem is very sacred to Muslims as it is 
one of the three most sacred cities in Islam, namely 
Makkah, Madinah, and Jerudalem. Jerusalem is called al- 
Quds al-Sharif (the Noble Sacred Place). In order to 
understand the sacredness of this city in Islam, it is 
important to understand the faith structure of Islam. 


There are three very basic principles of faith in Islam: (a) 
Tawheed- Belief in the oneness of Allah; (b) Risalah- 
Belief in the divine guidance through His chosen prophets 
and Messengers; and (c) Akhirah- Belief in life after death, 
divine judgment and heaven and hell. The second 
principle of faith in Islam (b) is directly related to our love 
and devotion to Jerusalem. 

Since the city of Jerusalem is historically associated 
with these prophets of Allah [SWT], it naturally becomes a 
sacred city to Muslims. Islam considers itself a 
continuation of the same spiritual and ethical movement 
that was begun by the earlier Prophets. Historically and 
theologically, Islam believes itself to be the true inheritor 
of the earlier traditions of the Prophets and Messengers of 
Allah [SWT]. It is for this reason that the Quran called 
Palestine-the land associated with the lives of many 
Allah’s Prophets. In Surah al-Mai’dah, the Quran 


confirms: 
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(70 my people! Enter the Holy Land which Allah has assigned to you and tum 
not back; for then you wil be returned as losers.") (Quran 5:21) 


Islam recognizes all the Prophets beside Allah’s 
Messengers Muhammad (SAW). The Quran has 
mentioned many Prophets by name and their stories and 











teachings are told at varying degree throughout the Quran. 


Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses), Dawud (David), 
Sulayman(Solomon), Zachariah, John, (Yahya) and Isa 
(Jesus), peace be upon all of them, are among the honored 
Prophets and Messengers of Allah [SWT] according to 
Islam. Prophets Dawud (David) and Sulayman (Solomon) 
are also recognized by Jews and Christians as great kings 
and patriarchs of ancient Isarel. However, in Islam they 
are honored as Allah’s great Prophets. The Quran not only 


narrated their stories, but also restored their hono ur by 
removing some of the charges and allegations there were 
made against their characters by earlier communities. 
There in direct reference in the Quran about the 
origin of the Holy Land (Bayt al-Maqdis). According to Ibn 
al-Jawzi, who said: It raises a problem since Ibrahim (AS) 
built the Ka'aba and Sulayman built Bayt al-Maqdis 
[another name of al-Masjid al-Aqsa cf. Hebrew Bet ha- 
Miqdash] and there are 1,000 years between them? His 
evidence for saying that it is Sulayman (AS) who built the 
Farthest Mosque is the narration of al-Nasa’i from the 
Hadith of “Abd Allah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn al-`As attributed to 
the Prophet (SAW) with an authentic isnad that: "When 
Sulayman built Bayt alMaqdis he asked Allah the Most 
High for three things etc." and in al-Tabarani from the 
Hadith of Rafi` Ibn ‘Umayrah that: "Dawud (AS) started 
building Bayt alMaqdis but Allah [SWT] inspired him: I 


shall accomplish its building with Sulayman" and the 
Hadith has a story. Ibn al-Jawzi said: "The answer to that 
is that the mention concerns the first construction and the 
foundation of the mosque and it is not Ibrahim (AS) who 
built the Ka’bah for the first time nor is it Sulayman who 
built Bayt al-Maqdis for the first time. It has been narrated 
that the first one who built the Ka’bah is Adam (AS). Then 
his progeny spread out on earth. Therefore, it is possible 
that one of them built Bayt al-Maqdis. Later, Ibrahim (AS) 
built the Ka’bah according to the Qur'an." Likewise, al- 
Qurtubi said: The Hadith does not indicate that Ibrahim 
(AS) and Sulayman (AS) were the first ones to build the PENT ALAS OSES 
two mosques respectively, see pictures below: 
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Sulayman’s Temple which was to assume an 
importance far beyond what its dimensions might suggest, 
for its site became the only central shrine for Judaism, 
early Christianity and sacred to Islam being the first Qibla 
(prayer direction) and starting point for the mystic night 
journey (mairaj) of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to 
heavens. 


Chapter 18 

STORY OF PROPHET 
SULAYMAN (AS) AND BILQIS 
(THE QUEEN OF SHEBA) 


From Jerusalem, a large band of followers joined 
Sulayman (AS) on pilgrimage to the Holy Mosque in 
Makkah. After they had completed their hajj, they traveled 
to Yemen and arrived in the city of San'a. Sulayman was 
impressed by their clever method of channeling water all 
over their cities. He was keen to build similar water 
systems in his own country but did not have enough 
springs. Sulayman (AS) set out to find the hoopoe bird, 
which could detect water under the ground. He sent 


signals all over the hoopoe to call on him, but it was 
nowhere to be found. In anger, he declared that unless the 
bird had a good reason for its absence, he would punish it 
severely. The hoopoe eventually came to Sulayman (AS) 
and explained the reason for its delay. It is related that 
Hoopoe proclaimed: "I have discovered something of 
which you are not aware. I have come from Sheba 
(Saba) with important news." Sulayman (AS) became 
curious, and his anger subsided. The bird continued: 
"Sab'a is ruled by a queen named Bilkis (Bilqis), 
who has plenty of everything, including a splendid 
throne. But in spite of all this wealth, Shaytan 
(Satan) has entered her heart and the hearts of 
her people. She rules their minds completely. I 
was shocked to learn that they worship the sun 
instead of Allah the Almighty." 

To check the hoopoe's information, Sulayman (AS) 


sent a letter to the queen with the bird. He instructed the 
bird to remain hidden and to watch everything. The 
hoopoe took the letter and dropped the letter in front of 
the queen and flew away to hide. She excitedly opened and 
read it, as in Surah an-Nahl, the Quran confirms: 
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(27. (Sulayman) said: "We shall see whether you speak the truth or you are 
(one) of the lars.) (28. "Go you with this letter of mine and deliver it to them, 
then draw back from them and see what they return.") (29. She said: "O chiefs! 
Verily, here is delivered to me a noble letter, ") (30. "Verily, It is from Sulayman, 
and R (reads): ‘In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful;’) 
(31. "Be you not exalted against me, but come to me submitting (as Musims).’ 
") (Quran 27:27-31) 


Tbn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] tells us what 
Sulayman (AS) said to the hoopoe when he told him about 
the people of Saba' and their queen: The statement: 
((Sulayman) said: "We shall see whether you speak the 
truth or you are (one) of the liars") meaning, `are you 











telling the truth’ and the statement: (or you are (one) of 
the liars.) meaning, “or are you telling a lie in order to 
save yourself from the threat I made against you’. The 
statement: (Go you with this letter of mine and 
deliver it to them then draw back from them and 
see what they return.) Sulayman wrote a letter to 
Bilqis and her people and gave it to the hoopoe to deliver. 
It was said that he carried it on his wings, as is the way 
with birds, or that he carried it in his beak. He went to 
their land and found the palace of Bilqis, then he went to 
her private chambers and threw the letter through a small 
window, then he stepped to one side out of good manners. 
Bilqis was amazed and confused when she saw that, then 
she went and picked up the letter, opened its seal and read 
it. 

The letter said: (it is from Sulayman, and it 
(reads): “In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 


the Most Merciful; Be you not exalted against me, 
but come to me submitting (as Muslims).') So she 
gathered her commanders and ministers and the leaders 
of her land, and said to them: ("O chiefs! Verily, here is 
delivered to me a noble letter.") She described it as such 
because of the wondrous things she had seen, that it was 
delivered by a bird who threw it to her, then stood aside 
out of good manners. This was something that no king 
could do. Then she read the letter to them: (Verily, it is 
from Sulayman, and it (reads): ‘In the Name of Allah, the 
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful; Be you not exalted 
against me, but come to me submitting (as Muslims).') 
Thus they knew that it was from Allah's Prophet 
Sulayman, upon him be peace, and that they could not 
match him. This letter was the utmost in brevity and 
eloquence, coming straight to the point: (Be you not 
exalted against me,) Qatadah said: "Do not be arrogant 


with me: (but come to me submitting (as Muslims).)" 
*Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said: "Do not refuse 
or be too arrogant to come to me (but come to me 
submitting (as Muslims).)" 

The queen was very disturbed and hurriedly 
summoned her advisors. They reacted as to a challenge, 
for they felt that there was someone challenging them, 
hinting at war and defeat, and asking them to submit to 
his conditions. They told her that they could only offer 
advice, but it was her right to command action. She sensed 
that they wanted to meet Sulayman's invasion threat with 
a battle. However, she told them. The Quran continues: 
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(32. She said: "0 chiefs! Advise me in case of mine, I decide no case till you are 
present with me.") (33. They said: "We have great strength, and great ability for 
war, but itis for you to command; so think over what you will command.") (34, 
She'said: "Verily, kings, when they enter a town, they destroy it and make the 
most honorable among its people the lowest, And thus they do.") (35. "But 
verily, I am going to send him a present, and see with what (answer) the 








messengers return.") (Quran 27:32-35) 





Tbn Kathir explains that when she read Sulayman's 
letter to them and consulted with them about this news, 
she said: ("O chiefs! Advise me in (this) case of 
mine. I decide no case till you are present with me") 
meaning, “until you come together and offer me your 
advice.’ (They said: "We have great strength, and great 
ability for war...") meaning they reminded her of their 
great numbers, preparedness and strength, then they 


referred the matter to her and said: (but it is for you to 
command; so think over what you will command) 
meaning, ‘we have the power and strength, if you 
want to go to him and fight him.' The matter is yours 
to decide, so instruct us as you see fit and we will obey. 

Ibn ‘Abbas said: "Bilqis said: (Verily, kings, when 
they enter a town, they destroy it and make the 
most honourable amongst its people the lowest.) 
And Allah said: (And thus they do.) Then she resorted 
to peaceful means, seeking a truce and trying to 
placate Sulayman (AS), and said: (But verily, Iam 
going to send him a present, and see with what the 
messengers return.) meaning, `I will send him a gift 
befitting for one of his status, and will wait and see what 
his response will be. Perhaps he will accept that and leave 
us alone, or he will impose a tax which we can pay him 
every year, so that he will not fight us and wage war 


against us.’ Qatadah said: "May Allah have mercy on her 
and be pleased with her -- how wise she was as a Muslim 
and (before that) as an idolator! She understood how gift- 
giving has a good effect on people." Ibn “Abbas and others 
said: "She said to her people, if he accepts the gift, he is a 
king, so fight him; but if he does not accept it, he is a 
Prophet, so follow him." 

Sulayman's reconnaissance team brought him the 
news of the arrival of Bilqis' messengers with a gift. He 
immediately realized that the queen had sent her men ona 
probing mission thus, he gave orders to rally the army. 
The envoys of Bilqis, entering amidst the well-equipped 
army, realized that their wealth was nothing in 
comparison to that of the kingdom of Sulayman's 
palace floors, which were made of sandalwood 
and inlaid with gold. They noticed Sulayman 
surveying his army, and they were surprised at 


the number and variety of soldiers, which 
included lions, tigers, and birds. The messengers 
stood in amazement, realizing that they were in front of an 
irresistible and most powerful army. 

The envoys marveled at the splendor surrounding 
them. They eagerly presented their queen's precious gifts 
and told Sulayman (SA) that the queen wished that he 
would accept them as an act of friendship. They were 
shocked by his reaction: he did not even ask to open the 
covers of the containers! He told them: "Allah has given 
me plenty of wealth, a large kingdom, and 
prophethood. I am, therefore, beyond bribery. My 
only objective is to spread the belief in Tawheed, 
the Oneness of Allah." 








(36. So, when (the messengers with the gift) came to Sulayman, he said: "Will 
you help me in wealth What Allah has given me is better than that which He has 
given you! Nay, you rejoice in your giti") (37. "Go back to them. We verily, 
shall come to them with armies that they cannot resist, and we shall drive them 








ut from there in disgrace, and they will be abased.") (Quran 27:36-47) 
Tbn Kathir explains that more than one of the scholars 
of Tafsir among the Salaf and others stated that she sent 
him a huge gift of gold, jewels, pearls and other things. It 
is apparent that Sulayman (AS) did not even look at what 
they brought at all and did not pay any attention to it, but 
he turned away and said, rebuking them: ("Will you help 
me in wealth") meaning, ‘are you trying to flatter me with 
wealth so that I will leave you alone with your Shirk and 
your kingdom’. He stated: (What Allah has given me is 
better than that which He has given you) meaning, “what 
Allah [SWT] has given to me of power, wealth and troops, 





is better than that which you have.’ 

Ibn Kathir explained: (Nay, you rejoice in your gift!) 
means, ‘you are the ones who are influenced by gifts and 
presents; we will accept nothing from you except Islam or 
the sword.’ (Go back to them) meaning, with their gift, 
and: (We verily, shall come to them with armies that they 
cannot resist,) they have no power to match them or resist 
them: (and we shall drive them out from there in 
disgrace,) “we shall drive them out in disgrace from their 
land.' The statement: (and they will be abased.) means, 
humiliated and expelled. When her messengers came back 
to her with her undelivered gift, and told her what 
Sulayman said, she and her people paid heed and obeyed 
him. She came to him with her troops in submission and 
humility, honouring Sulayman and intending to follow 
him in Islam. When Sulayman, peace be upon him, 
realized that they were coming to him, he rejoiced greatly. 


The queen's envoys returned with the gifts and 
delivered the message. They also told her of the wonderful 
things they had seen. Instead of taking offense, she 
decided to visit Sulayman. Accompanied by her royal 
officials and servants, she left Sheba (Saba), sending a 
messenger ahead to inform Sulayman that she was on her 
way to meet him. Sulayman (AS) asked the jinn in his 
employ whether anyone among them could bring her 
throne to the palace before she arrived. One of them 
said; "I will bring it to you before this sitting is over." 
Sulayman did not react to this offer; it appeared that he 
was waiting for a faster means. The jinn competed with 
each other to please him. One of them named Ifrit said: "I 
will fetch it for you in the twinkling of an eye!" 
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(38. He said: "O chiefs! Which of you can bring me her throne before they come 
to me surrendering themselves in obedience (as Muslims)") (39. An ` Ifrit from 
the Jinn said: “I will bring it to you before you rise from your place. And verily, I 
am indeed strong and trustworthy for such work.") (40. One with whom was 
knowledge of the Scripture, said: "1 wil bring & to you within the twinkling of an 
eyel" Then when he saw it placed before him, he said: "This is by the grace of 
My Lord =- to test me whether 1 am grateful or ungrateful And whoever E 
grateful, truly, his gratitude is for himself; and whoever is ungrateful, certainly 
my Lord is Rich, Bountiful.”) (Quran 27:38-40) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Muhammad bin Ishaq 
reported from Yazid bin Ruman: "When the messengers 
returned with word of what Sulayman (AS) said, she said: 
‘By Allah, I knew he was more than a king, and 
that we have no power to match him, and that we 
can gain nothing by being stubborn with him. So, 
she sent word to him saying: "I am coming to you 
with the leaders of my people to see what you will 











instruct us to do and what you are calling us to of 
your religion." Then she issued commands that her 
throne, which was made of gold and inlaid with 
rubies, chrysalis and pearls should be placed in 
the innermost of seven rooms, one within the 
other, and all the doors should be locked. Then she 
told her deputy whom she was leaving in charge, "Take 
care of my people and my throne, and do not let 
anyone approach it or see it until I come back to 
you." Then she set off to meet Sulayman (AS) with twelve 
thousand of her commanders from the leaders of Yemen, 
under each of whose command were many thousands of 
men. 

Sulayman (AS) sent the Jinn to bring him news of her 
progress and rout e every day and night, then when she 
drew near, he gathered together the Jinn and humans who 
were under his control and said: (O chiefs! Which of you 


can bring me her throne before they come to me 
surrendering themselves in obedience (as Muslims))." IBn 
Kathir explains that regarding the statement (An `Ifrit 
from the Jinn said) Mujahid said: "giant Jinn.” Abu Salih 
said, "It was as if he was a mountain." And the statement: 
(I will bring it to you before you rise from your place.) Ibn 
“Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, said, "Before you 
get up from where you are sitting.” 

As-Suddi and others said: "He used to sit to pass 
judgements and rulings over the people, and to eat, from 
the beginning of the day until noon.” And the statement: 
(And verily, I am indeed strong and trustworthy for such 
work.) Ibn ‘Abbas said: "Strong enough to carry it and 
trustworthy with the jewels it contains. Sulayman, upon 
him be peace, said, "I want it faster than that." From this it 
seems that Sulayman wanted to bring this throne as a 
demonstration of the greatness of the power and authority 





that Allah had bestowed upon him and the troops that He 
had subjugated to him. Power such as had never been 
given to anyone else, before or since, so that this would 
furnish proof of his prophethood before Bilqis and her 
people, because this would be a great and wondrous thing, 
if he brought her throne as if he were in her country, 
before they could come to it, although it was hidden and 
protected by so many locked doors. When Sulayman said, 
"I want it faster than that. 

Ibn Kathir explains that regarding next statement: 
(One with whom was knowledge of the Scripture said), Ibn 
“Abbas said: "This was Asif, the scribe of Sulayman." It 
was also narrated by Muhammad bin Ishaq from Yazid bin 
Ruman that he was Asif bin Barkhiya' and he was a 
truthful believer who knew the Greatest Name of Allah. 
Qatadah said: "He was a believer among the humans, and 
his name was Asif.” (I will bring it to you within the 


twinkling of an eye!) Meaning, lift your gaze and look as 
far as you can, and before you get tired and blink, you will 
find it before you. Then he got up, performed ablution and 
prayed to Allah [SWT], may He be exalted. Mujahid said: 
"He said, O Owner of majesty and honour.” When 
Sulayman (AS) and his chiefs saw it before them: (he said: 
"This is by the grace of my Lord...") meaning, “this is one 
of the blessings which Allah [SWT] has bestowed upon 
me.’ 

Ibn Kathie explains that the statement: (to test 
whether I am grateful or ungrateful! And whoever is 
grateful, truly, his gratitude is for himself) is like the Ayat: 

Ges SN wb be Li Sb 
(Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for himself; and whosoever does 
evil, it is against himself.) (41:46); and, 
& 
(and whosoever does righteous good deed, then such will prepare a good place 
for themselves.) (Quran 30:44) 
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Ibn Kathir explains that the statement: (and whoever 
is ungrateful, certainly my Lord is Rich, Bountiful) means 
He has no need of His servants or their worship. :m eme 
tA e t AnA (Bountiful) means that He is Bountiful in and of 
Himself, even if no one were to worship Him. His 
greatness does not depend on anyone. This is like what 
Musa said, as the Quran confirms, 
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(if you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily, Allah is Rich, 
Owner of all praise.) (Qureen 14:8). 


It is recorded in Sahih Muslim: (Allah, may He be 
exalted, says: "O My servants, if the first of you and the 
last of you, mankind and Jinn alike, were all to be as pious 
as the most pious among you, that would not add to My 
dominion in the slightest. O My servants, if the first of you 
and the last of you, mankind and Jinn alike, were all to be 
as evil as the most evil one among you, that would not 














detract from My dominion in the slightest. O My servants, 
these are deeds which I am recording for you, and I will 
judge you according to them, so whoever finds something 
good, let him praise Allah, and whoever finds otherwise, 
Jet him blame no one but himself.) 

When Bilqis arrived at Sulayman's palace, she was 
welcomed with pomp and ceremony. Then, pointing to 
the altered throne, Sulayman asked her whether 
her throne looked like that one. She looked at it again 
and again. In her mind she was convinced that her throne 
could not possibly be the one she was looking at, as hers 
was in her palace; but she detected a striking similarity 
and replied: "It is as if it were the very one, and 
resembles mine in every respect." Sulayman (AS) 
judged that she was intelligent and diplomatic. 
Sulayman then invited her into the great hall, the floor of 
which was laid in glass and shimmering. Thinking 


it was water, as she stepped on the floor, she lifted 
her skirt slightly above her heels, for fear of 
wetting it. Sulayman (AS) pointed out to her that it was 
made of solid glass. She was amazed. She had never 
seen such things before. Bilqis realized that she was 
in the company of a very knowledgeable person 
who was not only a ruler of a great kingdom but 
Allah’s messenger, as well. She repented, gave up 
sun worship, accepted the faith of Allah [SWT], 
and asked her people to do the same. 

The Quran confirms as it continues: 
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(41. He said: "Disguise her throne for her that we may see whether she will be 
guided, or she will be one of those not guided.") (42. So when she came, It was 
Said, "Is your throne Ike ths" She said: "As though & were the very same.” And 
he said, "Knowledge was bestowed on us before her, and we had submitted to 
Allah (as Muslims).") (43. And Saddaha that which she used to worship besides 
Allah has prevented her (from Islam), for she was of a disbelieving people.) (44. 
It Was said to her: "Enter As-Sarh," but when she saw it, she thought it was a 
Pool, and she (tucked up her clothes) uncovering her legs. Sulayman said: 
"Verily, it is a Sarh Mumarrad of Qawarir." She said: "My Lord! Verily, I have 
wronged myser, and T subme, together with Sulayman t Alan, the Lord of al 
that exits.") (Quran 27:41-44) 


Ibn Kathir explains that when Sulayman (AS) brought 
the throne of Bilqis before she and her people arrived, he 
issued orders that some of its features should be altered, 
so that he could test her and see whether she recognized it 
and how composed she would be when she saw it. Would 
she hasten to say either that it was her throne or that it 











was not so he said: (Disguise her throne for her that we 
may see whether she will be guided, or she will be one of 
those not guided.) Ibn ‘Abbas said: "Remove some of its 
adornments and parts." Mujahid said: "He issued orders 
that it should be changed, so whatever was red should be 
made yellow and vice versa, and whatever was green 
should be made red, so everything was altered." ‘Ikrimah 
said, "They added some things and took some things 
away." Qatadah said, "It was turned upside down and back 
to front, and some things were added and some things 
were taken away.” 

Ibn Kathir explains that the statement: (So when she 
came, it was said: "Is your throne like this") means her 
throne, which had been altered and disguised, with some 
things added and others taken away, was shown to her. 
She was wise and steadfast, intelligent and strong-willed. 
She did not hasten to say that this was her throne, because 


it was far away from her. Neither did she hasten to say 
that it was not her throne, when she saw that some things 
had been altered and changed. She said: ((It is) as though 
it were the very same.) This is the ultimate in intelligence 
and strong resolve. Ibn Kathir further explains that the 
statement: (Knowledge was bestowed on us before her, 
and we had submitted to Allah.) Mujahid said, "This was 
spoken by Sulayman." And the statement: (And Saddaha 
that which she used to worship besides Allah has 
prevented her, for she was of a disbelieving people) is a 
continuation of the words of Sulayman -- according to the 
opinion of Mujahid and Sa`id bin Jubayr, may Allah be 
pleased with them both -i.e., Sulayman said: (Knowledge 
was bestowed on us before her, and we had submitted to 
Allah) and what stopped her from worshipping Allah alone 
was : (that which she used to worship besides Allah, for 
she was of a disbelieving people.) What Mujahid and Sa’id 


said is good; it was also the view of Ibn Jarir. Then Ibn 
Jarir said, "It could be that the subject of the verb. (And 
Saddaha) refers to Sulayman (AS) or to Allah [SWT], so 
that the phrase now means: (She would not worship 
anything over than Allah.) 

Ibn Kathir explains that the statement: (for she was of 
a disbelieving people) I say: the opinion of Mujahid is 
supported by the fact that she declared her Islam after she 
entered the Sarh, as we shall see in this statement: (It was 
said to her: "Enter As-Sarh" but when she saw it, she 
thought it was a pool, and she (tucked up her clothes) 
uncovering her legs.) Sulayman (AS) had commanded the 
Shayatin to build for her a huge palace of glass beneath 
which water was flowing. Anyone who did not know the 
nature of the building would think that it was water, but in 
fact there was a layer of glass between a person walking 
and the water. Allah statement of Fir'awn -- may Allah 


curse him -- that he said to his minister Haman as the 
Quran confirms: 
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(Build me a Sarh that I may arrive at the ways.) (Quran 40:36-37) 

Sarh is also used to refer to the high constructed 
palaces in Yemen. Mumarrad means sturdily constructed 
and smooth. The statement: (of Qawarir) means, made of 
glass, i.e., it was built with smooth surfaces. Marid is a 
fortress in Dawmat Al-Jandal. What is meant here is that 
Sulayman built a huge, lofty palace of glass for this queen, 
in order to show her the greatness of his authority and 
power. When she saw for herself what Allah had given him 
and how majestic his position was, she submitted to the 
command of Allah [SWT] and acknowledged that he was a 
noble Prophet, so she submitted to Allah [SWT] and said: 
(My Lord! Verily, I have wronged myself,) meaning, by her 
previous disbelief and Shirk and by the fact that she and 








her people had worshipped the sun instead of Allah. The 
final statement: (and I submit, together with Sulayman to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists.) meaning, following the 
religion of Sulayman, worshipping Allah alone with no 
partner or associate, Who created everything and 
measured it exactly according to its due measurements. 

It was finished; Bilqis saw her people's creed fall 
apart before Sulayman (AS). She realized that the 
sun which her people worshipped was nothing but 
one of Allah's creatures. The sun eclipsed within 
her for the first time, and her heart was lit by a 
never fading light, the light of Islam. 





Chapter 19 


Saba was a well-known commercial state of southern 
Arabia whose capital city of Ma'rib lay about 55 miles to 
the north-east of San'a, the present capital of Yaman. They 
rose to power after the decline of the Miaean kingdom in 
about 1100 BC. and flourished for a thousand years in 
Arabia. Then in 115 BC they were replaced by the 
Himyarites, other well-known people of southern Arabia, 
who ruled Yaman and Hadramaut in Arabia and Habasha 
in Africa. The Sabaeans controlled the whole trade that 
passed between eastern Africa, India the Far East and 
Arabia itself, on the one hand, and Egypt, Syria, Greece 
and Rome on the other. That is why they were famous for 
their wealth in the ancient times; so much so that 
according to the Greek historians they were the richest 


people of the world. 

Besides trade and commerce, another great reason of 
their prosperity was that they had built dams here and 
there in their country to store rainwater for irrigation 
purposes, which had turned their whole land into a 
veritable garden. The Greek historians have made mention 
of the unusual greenery of their country; and the Quran 
also refers to it in Surah Saba. For example in Surah Saba, 
the Quran confirms: 








(15. Indeed there was for Saba’ a sign in their dwelling place -- two gardens on 
the right and on the left; (and it was said to them:) "Eat of the provision of your 
Lord, and be grateful to Him." A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord!) (16. But 
they turned away, so We sent against them flood released from the dam, and 
We converted their two gardens into gardens producing bitter bad frut, and 
Athi, and some few bte trees.) (17. Like this We requted them because they 
were ungrateful disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way except 
those who are ungrateful disbellevers).) (Quran 34:15-17) 

Ibn Kathir in his Tafsir has given a detailed account of 
this subject. Saba refers to the kings and people of the 
Yemen. At-Tababa ‘ah (Tubba`) (surname of the ancient 
kings of Yemen) were part of them, and Bilqis, the queen 
who met Sulayman (AS) was also one of them. They lived a 
life of enviable luxury in their land with plentiful 
provision, crops and fruits. Allah [SWT] sent them 


messengers telling them to eat of His provision and give 











thanks to Him by worshipping Him alone, and they 
followed that for as long as Allah [SWT] willed, then they 
turned away from that which they had been commanded. 
to do. So they were punished with a flood which scattered 
them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all directions, 
as we will see in detail below, if Allah [SWT] wills, in Him 
we put our trust. Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin 
Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"A man said, `O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Saba’ 
-- what was it, a land or a woman' He said: (It was neither 
a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten children, 
six of whom went Yemen and four of whom went 
AshSham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, 
Judham, *Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south 
were Kindah, Al-Ash ‘ariyyun, Al-Azd, Madhhij, Himyar 
and Anmar.) A man asked, “Who are Anmar' He said: 
(Those among whom are Khath `am and Bajilah.)" This 
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thanks to Him by worshipping Him alone, and they 
followed that for as long as Allah [SWT] willed, then they 
turned away from that which they had been commanded. 
to do. So they were punished with a flood which scattered 
them throughout the lands around Saba’ in all directions, 
as we will see in detail below, if Allah [SWT] wills, in Him 
we put our trust. Ibn Jarir recorded that Farwah bin 
Musayk Al-Ghutayfi, may Allah be pleased with him, said, 
"A man said, `O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about Saba’ 
-- what was it, a land or a woman' He said: (It was neither 
a land nor a woman. It was a man who had ten children, 
six of whom went Yemen and four of whom went 
AshSham. Those who went Ash-Sham were Lakhm, 
Judham, *Amilah and Ghassan. Those who went south 
were Kindah, Al-Ash ‘ariyyun, Al-Azd, Madhhij, Himyar 
and Anmar.) A man asked, “Who are Anmar' He said: 
(Those among whom are Khath `am and Bajilah.)" This 


was recorded by At-Tirmidhi in his Jami* (Sunan) in more 
detail than this; then he said, "This is a Hasan Gharib 
Hadith.” 

The genealogists -- including Muhammad bin Ishaq -- 
said, "The name of Saba’ was “Abd Shams bin Yashjub bin 
Ya ‘rub bin Qahtan; he was called Saba’ because he was 
the first Arab tribe to disperse. He was also known as Ar- 
Ra'ish, because he was the first one to take booty in war 
and give it to his people, so he was called Ar-Ra’ish; 
because the Arabs call wealth Rish or Riyash. They differ 
over Qahtan, about whom there were three views. (1) He 
descended from the line of Iram bin Sam bin Nuh, then 
there were three different views over how he descended 
from him. (2) That he was descended from `Abir, another 
name for Hud, peace be upon him and then there were 
also three different views over exactly how he descended 
from him. (3) That he was descended from Isma ‘il bin 


Ibrahim Al-Khalil, peace be upon him, then there were 
also three different views over exactly how he descended 
from him. Allah [SWT] knows best! 

This was discussed in full detail by Imam Al-Hafiz 
Abu `Umar bin *Abdul-Barr An-Namari, may Allah have 
mercy on him, in his book Al-Musamma Al-Inbah “Ala 
Dhikr Usul Al-Qaba’il Ar-Ruwat. The meaning of the 
Prophet's words: (He was a man among the Arabs) means 
that he was one of the original Arabs, who were before 
Ibrahim, peace be upon him, and were descendants of 
Sam bin Nuh (Shem, the son of Noah). According to the 
third view mentioned above, he descended from Ibrahim 
(AS), but this was not a well-known view among them. 
And Allah [SWT] knows best. But in Sahih Al-Bukhari, it 
is reported that Allah’s Messenger (SAW) passed by a 
group of people from (the tribe of) Aslam who were 
practicing archery, and he said: (Shoot, O sons of Isma ‘il, 


for your father was an archer.) Aslam was a tribe of the 
Ansar, and the Ansar -- both Aws and Khazraj -- were 
from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from Saba’, who 
settled in Yathrib when Saba’ was scattered throughout 
the land when Allah sent against them the flood released 
from the dam. 

A group of them also settled in Syria, and they were 
called Ghassan for the name of the water beside which 
they camped -- it was said that it was in the Yemen, or that 
it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin Thabit, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said in one of his poems. The 
meaning of his words: "If you ask, then we are the 
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd 
and our water is Ghassan.” Ibn Kathir explains that the 
statement: (He had ten sons among the Arabs) means that 
these ten were of his lineage, and that the origins of the 
Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they 


were his sons born of his loins. There may have been two 
or three generations between him and some of them, or 
more or less, as is explained in detail in the books of 
genealogy. The meaning of the statement: (Six of whom 
went south and four of whom went north) is that after 
Allah [SWT] sent against them the flood released from the 
dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others 
left to go elsewhere. 

The story of the dam is about the water which used to 
come to them from between two mountains, combined 
with the floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their 
ancient kings built a huge, strong dam and the water 
reached a high level between these two mountains. Then 
they planted trees and got the best fruits that could ever be 
harvested, plentiful and beautiful. A number of the Salaf, 
including Qatadah, mentioned that a woman could walk 
beneath the trees, carrying a basket or vessel -- such as is 


for your father was an archer.) Aslam was a tribe of the 
Ansar, and the Ansar -- both Aws and Khazraj -- were 
from Ghassan, from the Arabs of Yemen from Saba’, who 
settled in Yathrib when Saba’ was scattered throughout 
the land when Allah sent against them the flood released 
from the dam. 

A group of them also settled in Syria, and they were 
called Ghassan for the name of the water beside which 
they camped -- it was said that it was in the Yemen, or that 
it was near Al-Mushallal, as Hassan bin Thabit, may Allah 
be pleased with him, said in one of his poems. The 
meaning of his words: "If you ask, then we are the 
community of the noble descendants, our lineage is Al-Azd 
and our water is Ghassan.” Ibn Kathir explains that the 
statement: (He had ten sons among the Arabs) means that 
these ten were of his lineage, and that the origins of the 
Arab tribes of the Yemen go back to him, not that they 


were his sons born of his loins. There may have been two 
or three generations between him and some of them, or 
more or less, as is explained in detail in the books of 
genealogy. The meaning of the statement: (Six of whom 
went south and four of whom went north) is that after 
Allah [SWT] sent against them the flood released from the 
dam, some of them stayed in their homeland, whilst others 
left to go elsewhere. 

The story of the dam is about the water which used to 
come to them from between two mountains, combined 
with the floods from rainfall and their valleys. Their 
ancient kings built a huge, strong dam and the water 
reached a high level between these two mountains. Then 
they planted trees and got the best fruits that could ever be 
harvested, plentiful and beautiful. A number of the Salaf, 
including Qatadah, mentioned that a woman could walk 
beneath the trees, carrying a basket or vessel -- such as is 


used for gathering fruit -- on her head. And that the fruit 
would fall from the trees and fill the basket without any 
need for her to make the effort to pick the fruit, because it 
was so plentiful and ripe. This was the dam of Ma'arib, a 
land between which and San‘a’ was a journey of three 
days. Others said that in their land there were no flies, 
mosquitoes or fleas, or any kind of vermin. This was 
because the weather was good and the people were 
healthy, and Allah [SWT] took care of them so that they 
would single out and worship Him alone, as His 
statement: (Indeed there was for Saba* (Sheba) a sign in 
their dwelling place) Then He explains this by saying: (two 
gardens on the right and on the left;) meaning, the two 
sides where the mountains were, and their land was in 
between them. The statement: ((and it was said to them) 
meaning, "Eat of the provision of your Lord, and be 
grateful to Him." A fair land and an Oft-Forgiving Lord) 


meaning, “He would forgive you if you continue to 
worship Him alone.’ The statement: (But they turned 
away) means, from worshipping Allah alone and from 
giving thanks to Him for the blessings that He had 
bestowed upon them, and they started to worship the sun 
instead of Allah [SWT], as the hoopoe told Sulayman (AS) 
as the Quran confirms: 
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("have come to you from Saba’ (Sheba) with true news. I found a woman 
ruling over them, she has been given all things, and she has a great throne, 1 
found her and her people worshipping the sun instead of Allah, and Shaytan has 
made their deeds fair seeming to them, and has barred them from the way, so 
they have no guidance.") (27:22-24) 


Ibn kathir explains that commenting on the statement 
(so We sent against them flood released from the dam) 
Some, including Ibn “Abbas, Wahb bin Munabbih, 











Qatadah and Ad-Dahhak said that when Allah [SWT] 
wanted to punish them by sending the flood upon them, 
he sent beasts from the earth to the dam, large rats, which 
made a hole in it. Wahb bin Munabbih said, "They found it 
written in their Scriptures that the dam would be 
destroyed because of these large rats. So they brought cats 
for a while but when the decree came to pass, the rats 
overran the cats and went into the dam, making a hole in 
it, and it collapsed." Qatadah and others said, "The large 
rat is the desert rat. They gnawed at the bottom of the dam 
until it became weak, then the time of the floods came and 
the waters hit the structure and it collapsed. The waters 
rushed through the bottom of the valley and destroyed 
everything in their path -- buildings, trees, etc." As the 
water drained from the trees that were on the mountains, 
to the right and the left, those trees dried up and were 
destroyed. Those beautiful, fruit-bearing trees were 


replaced with something altogether different, as Allah’s 
statement: (and We converted their two gardens into 
gardens producing bitter bad fruit (ukul khamt)). Ibn 
“Abbas, Mujahid, `Ikrimah, * Ata’ Al-Khurasani, Qatadah 
and As-Suddi said, "It refers to Arak (Zingiber officinale) 
and bitter bad fruit.” 

Tbn Kathir explains that this is what happened to 
those two gardens after they had been so fruitful and 
productive, offering beautiful scenes, deep shade and 
flowing rivers: they were replaced with thorny trees, 
tamarisks and lote trees with huge thorns and little fruit. 
This was because of their disbelief and their sin of 
associating others with Allaoh, and because they denied 
the truth and turned towards falsehood. Allah’s statement: 
(Like this We requited them because they were ungrateful 
disbelievers. And never do We requite in such a way 
except those who are ungrateful) means, `We punished 


them for their disbelief.’ Mujahid said, "He does not 

punish anyone except the disbelievers.” Al-Hasan Al-Basri 

said, "Allah the Almighty has spoken the truth: no one will 

be punished in a manner that befits the sin except the 

ungrateful disbelievers.” 

The ' Quran continues this story of people of Saba: 
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(48, And We placed, between them and the towns which We had blessed, towns 

easy to be seen, and We made the stages (of joumey) between them easy 

(Saying): "Travel in them safely both by night and day.") (19. But they said: 

"Our Lordi Make the stages between our joumey longer," and they wronged 

themselves; so We made them as tales (in the land), and We dispersed them all 

totally. Verily, in this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful (person).) 
uran 34:18-19) 


Ibn Kathir explains that Allah [SWT] tells us about 
the blessings which the people of Saba’ enjoyed, and the 
luxuries and plentiful provision which was theirs in their 
land, with its secure dwellings and towns which were 








joined to one another, with many trees, crops and fruits. 
When they travelled, they had no need to carry provisions 
or water with them; wherever they stopped, they would 
find water and fruits, so they could take their noontime 
rest in one town, and stay overnight in another, according 
to their needs on their journey. Regarding Allah’s 
statement: (And We placed, between them and the towns 
which We had blessed,) Mujahid, AlHasan, Sa`id bin 
Jubayr and Malik, who narrated it from Zayd bin Aslam, 
and Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others 
-- all said that this means the towns of Syria. It means they 
used to travel from Yemen to Syria via towns easy to be 
seen and connected to one another. Al-* Awfi reported that 
Tbn “Abbas said, "`The towns which We had blessed by 
putting Jerusalem among them.’ 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (But they 
said: "Our Lord! Make the stages between our journey 


longer," and they wronged themselves;) means they failed 
to appreciate this blessing, as Ibn “Abbas, Mujahid, Al- 
Hasan and others said: "They wanted to travel long 
distances through empty wilderness where they would 
need to carry provisions with them and would have to 
travel through intense heat in a state of fear." And the 
statement: (so We made them as tales (in the land), and 
We dispersed them all totally) means, ‘We made them 
something for people to talk about when they converse in 
the evening, how Allah [SWT] plotted against them and 
dispersed them after they had been together living a life of 
luxury, and they were scattered here and there throughout 
the land.’ So, the Arabs say of a people when they are 
dispersed, "They have been scattered like Saba’,” in all 
directions. 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (Verily, in 
this are indeed signs for every steadfast, grateful) means. 


in the punishment which these people suffered, the way in 
which their blessings and good health were turned into 
vengeance for their disbelief and sins, is a lesson and an 
indication for every person who is steadfast in the face of 
adversity and grateful for blessings. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Sa’d bin Abi Waqqas, may Allah be pleased 
with him, said, "The Messenger of Allah said: (I am 
amazed at what Allah has decreed for the believer; if 
something good befalls him, He praises his Lord and gives 
thanks, and if something bad befalls him, he praises his 
Lord and has patience. The believer will be rewarded for 
everything, even the morsel of food which he lifts to his 
wife's mouth.)" This was also recorded by An-Nasa’i in Al- 
Yawm wal-Laylah. There is a corroborating report in the 
Two Sahihs, where a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah, 
may Allah be pleased with him, says: (How amazing is the 
affair of the believer! Allah does not decree anything for 


him but it is good for him. If something good happens to 
him, he gives thanks, and that is good for him; if 
something bad happens to him, he bears it with patience, 
and that is good for him. This is not for anyone except the 
believer.)" It was reported that Qatadah said about the 
statement: (Verily, in this are indeed signs for every 
steadfast, grateful), it was Mutarrif who used to say: "How 
blessed is the grateful, patient servant. If he is given 
something, he gives thanks, and if he is tested, he bears it 
with patience.” 

The Quran concludes this story of people of Saba: 
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(20. And indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them, and they followed 
him, all except a group of true belevers.) (21. And he had no authority over 
them, -- except that We might test him who believes in the Hereafter, from him 
Who is in doubt about t. And your Lord is Watchful over everything.) (Quran 
34:20-21) 











Tbn Kathir explains that having mentioned Saba' and 
how they followed their desires, and the Shaytan, Allah 
[SWT] tells us about their counterparts among those who 
follow Iblis and their own desires, and who go against 
wisdom and true guidance. About Allah’s statement: (And 
indeed Iblis did prove true his thought about them,) Ibn 
“Abbas, may Allah be pleased with him, and others said 
that this Ayah is like the Ayah where Allah tells us about 
how Iblis refused to prostrate to Adam, peace be upon 
him, then said: 
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(See this one whom You have honored above me, if You give me respite to the 
Day of Resurrection, I will surely seize and misiead his offspring all but a few!) 





(Then 1 will come to them from before them and behind them, from their right 
And from their left, and You wil not find most of them as thankful ones.) (Quran 
7:47) 











Ibn Kathir explains that regarding the statement: 
(And he (Iblis) had no authority over them,) Ibn “Abbas, 
may Allah be pleased with him said, "This means, he had 
no proof." And the statement: (except that We might test 
him who believes in the Hereafter, from him who is in 
doubt about it.) means, ‘We gave him power over them 
only to show who believes in the Hereafter and that it will 
come to pass.’ The people will be brought to account and 


rewarded or punished accordingly, so that he will worship 
his Lord properly in this world -- and to distinguish these 
believers from those who are in doubt about the Hereafter. 
The statement: (And your Lord is a Watchful over 
everything) means, despite His watching, those who follow 
Iblis go astray, but by His watching and care, the believers 
who follow the Messengers are saved. 


Chapter 20 

STORY OF HARUT AND MARUT 
AND THE START OF THE BLACK 
MAGIC 


Harut and Marut (mentioned in the Quran in Surah 
Al-Baqarah) were two angels who are known to be behind 
bringing black magic to this world. The Quran clarifies the 
misunderstanding related to their role. They are 
mentioned in connection with the events that took place 
during the time of Prophet Sulayman (AS) the wise 
prophet and king, who came after Prophet Moses (AS). 
Allah’s revelation in the Quran about Sulayman (AS) also 
clears the misconceptions that the Jews had about him 


that he was “just a sorcerer or idolator who was carried by 
the wind. 

Allah [SWT] had bestowed Prophet Sulayman (AS) 
with certain powers over mankind, Jinn and all other 
living creatures. Shaytan (Satan) wanted to deprive him of 
this power. One day, as it was his practice, before going to 
answer the call of nature, Sulayman (AS) gave his ring 
to a woman called Al-Jaradah. Shaytan took 
advantage of this opportunity, came in the form of 
Sulayman, and took the ring from her and put the ring on. 
As Allah [SWT] had decreed to bless the holder of the ring 
to have many powers, all mankind, the jinn and devils 
submitted to Shayran (Satan). Later, when Sulayman 
(AS) came seeking his ring from the woman, she 
accused him of being an imposter. Prophet 
Sulayman (AS) endured this with patience as he knew that 
this was a test from Allah [SWT]. 


With Shayran (Satan) having new powers after 
steeling Sulayman’s ring, the devils were now free to do 
whatever they wished. It was at this time that they 
wrote books of black magic and buried them 
underneath the throne of Prophet Sulayman (AS). 
Black magic and fortune telling came to the earth 
through these devils who (after having the new 
powers) would eavesdrop on the descending 
angels about matters decreed in the Heavens. The 
devils would then come down to inspire the 
soothsayers with it, and the latter would add to it 
many lies of their own. People would then believe 
them and regard them as trustworthy. The people 
started writing down these matters and the word spread 
among the Children of Israel that the Jinn knew the 
unseen. Later, when Allah [SWT] restored to Prophet 
Sulayman (AS) his kingdom, and all those who had 


strayed away came to follow the straight path once again, 
Allah [SWT] informed Sulayman (AS) about the magic 
that had become commonplace among his people. 
This then drove Sulayman (AS) to quickly seize and gather 
all these writings and put them in a chest and bury them 
under his throne. All the devils who tried to even approach 
the chest were burned alive. 

Prophet Sulayman (AS) took an even harder stance 
declaring that he would behead anyone who claimed that 
the devils knew the unseen. It is related that Asif was 
Sulayman’s scribe. He knew the Greatest Name of Allah 
and used to write what he was ordered to by Sulayman 
(AS) and then bury it underneath the throne. After 
Sulayman’s death, a devil came in the form of a 
human being to the people and said: “I will lead 
you to an everlasting treasure that will never run 
out.” He was referring to the writings of Prophet 


Sulayman (AS) that were buried under the chest. 
To provide credibility to his word he also offered to be 
killed if he was not correct in his claims. The Shaytan 
(Satan) led the people to dig under Sulayman’s throne. 

After the people dug out all the writings, the devil told 
them that it was these writings that had given Prophet 
Sulayman (AS) power over mankind, the Jinn and 
the birds. The devils altered these books by adding 
magical and blasphemous writings. The devils 
wrote about different types of sorcery meant to 
fulfill different desires, e.g. the devils wrote about 
how people could get some wishes fulfilled by 
standing facing the sun and saying some words, 
and how they could get other wishes fulfilled by 
standing with their back to the sun and repeating 
some other words. 

They wrote this in a book and sealed it with a 


ring bearing the inscription found on Sulayman’s 
ring and titled it with: “This is what has been 
written by Asif Ibn Barkhiya by the order of King 
Sulayman Ibn Dawud: from the treasures of 
knowledge.” Then, they buried it under 
Sulayman’s throne. 

It was rumored and circulated that Sulayman (AS) 
had been a sorcerer. Shaytan (Satan) established himself 
as an orator and said: “O people! Sulayman was not a 
prophet; he was only a sorcerer! Go and seek his sorcery in 
his dwellings and luggage.” And he led them to the buried 
“treasure”. 

The people said: “By Allah! Sulayman was a sorcerer 
who subjected us through his magic.” But the believers 
from among them said: “Nay, he was a faithful Prophet.” 
During the time of Prophet Muhammad (SAW), the Jews 
kept these writings and disputed the prophet (SAW) 





regarding them. They would ask Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW) about matters from the Torah. They said: 
“Muhammad confounds the truth with falsehood: he puts 
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Allah [SWT] revealed to Prophet Muhammad (SAW) the (102, They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in 
followin Avat: the fetime of Sulayman (Solomon). Sulayman did not disbelieve, but the 
ig Ayat: Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came 


down at Babybn to the two angels, Harut and Marut, but nelther of these two 
(angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so 
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us). And from these (angels) people 
leam that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but they 
could not thus harm anyone except by Alah's leave, And they learn that which 
harms them and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it 
(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for 
Which they sold thelr own selves, if they but knew.) (103. And if they had 
believed and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to Alah, far 
better would have been the reward from thelr Lord, if they but knew!) (Quran 
2:102-103) 


Ibn Kathir explains that As-Suddi said that Allah's 
statement: (They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave 
out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulayman) 











means, "* During the time of Prophet Solomon.” 
Beforehand, the devils used to ascend to heaven and 
eavesdrop on the conversations of the angels about what 
will occur on the earth regarding death, other incidents or 
unseen matters. They would convey this news to the 
soothsayers, and the soothsayers would in turn convey the 
news to the people. The people would believe what the 
soothsayers told them as being true. When the soothsayers 
trusted the devils, the devils started to lie to them and 
added other words to the true news that they heard, to the 
extent of adding seventy false words to each true word. 
The people recorded these words in some books. Soon 
after, the Children of Israel said that the Jinn know 
matters of the Unseen. When Sulayman (Solomon) was 
sent as a Prophet, he collected these books in a box and 
buried it under his throne; any devil that dared get near 
the box was burned. Sulayman (AS) said, `I will not hear 


of anyone who says that the devils know the Unseen, but I 
will cut off his head." 

When Sulayman (AS) died and the scholars who knew 
the truth about Sulayman perished, there came another 
generation. To them, the devil materialized in the shape of 
a human and said to some of the Children of Israel, 
“Should I lead you to a treasure that you will never be able 
to use up’ They said. `Yes.' He said, `Dig under this 
throne,’ and he went with them and showed them 
Sulayman's throne. They said to him, ‘Come closer.' He 
said, “No. I will wait for you here, and if you do not find 
the treasure then kill me.' They dug and found the buried 
books, and Shaytan (Satan) said to them, ‘Solomon only 
controlled the humans, devils and birds with this magic.’ 
Thereafter, the news that Solomon was a sorcerer spread 
among the people, and the Children of Israel adopted 
these books. When Muhammad (SAW) came as the final 


prophet, they disputed with him relying on these books. 
Hence Allah's statement: (Sulayman did not disbelieve, 
but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved). 

Ibn Kathir explains Allah statement: (And such things 
that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and 
Marut, but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone 
(such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so 
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And from 
these (angels) peo ple learn that by which they cause 
separation between man and his wife). There is a 
difference of opinion regarding this story. It was said that 
this Ayah denies that anything was sent down to the two 
angels, as Al-Qurtubi stated and then referred to the Ayah: 
(Sulayman did not disbelieve) saying, "The negation 
applies in both cases. 

Allah then said: (But the Shayatin (devils) 
disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that 


came down at Babylon to the two angels). The Jews 
claimed that Gabriel and Michael brought magic down to 
the two angels, but Allah refuted this false claim." Also, 
Ibn Jarir reported, that Al-* Awfi said that Ibn “Abbas said 
about Allah's statement: (And such things that came down 
at Babylon to the two angels) "Allah did not send magic 
down." Also, Ibn Jarir narrated that Ar-Rabi* bin Anas 
said about: (And such things that came down to the two 
angels), "Allah did not send magic down to the them." Ibn 
Jarir commented, "This is the correct explanation for this 
Ayah: (They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out 
(falsely) in the lifetime of Sulayman) meaning, magic. 
However, neither did Solomon disbelieve nor did Allah 
send magic with the two angels. The devils, on the other 
hand, disbelieved and taught magic to the people of the 
Babylon of Harut and Marut." 

Ibn Jarir continued; "If someone asks about 


explaining this Ayah in this manner, we say that: (They 
followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely) in 
the lifetime of Sulayman.) means, magic. Solomon neither 
disbelieved nor did Allah send magic with the two angels. 
However, the devils disbelieved and taught magic to the 
people in the Babylon of Harut and Marut, meaning 
Gabriel and Michael, for Jewish sorcerers claimed that 
Allah sent magic by the words of Gabriel and Michael to 
Solomon, son of David. Allah denied this false claim and 
stated to His Prophet Muhammad that Gabriel and 
Michael were not sent with magic. Allah [SWT] also 
exonerated Sulayman (AS) from practicing magic, which 
the devils taught to the people of Babylon by the hands of 
two men, Harut and Marut. Hence, Harut and Marut were 
two ordinary men (not angels or Gabriel or Michael).” 
These were the words of At-Tabari, and this explanation is 
not plausible. 


Many among the Salaf, said that Harut and Marut 
were angels who came down from heaven to earth and did 
what they did as the Ayah stated. To conform this opinion 
with the fact that the angels are immune from error, we 
say that Allah [SWT] had eternal knowledge what these 
angels would do, just as He had eternal knowledge that 
Iblis would do as he did, while Allah [SWT] referred to 
him being among the angels in the following Ayah: 
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(And (remember) when We said to the angels; "Prostrate yourselves before 
Adam.” And they prostrated except Iblis (Satan), he refused) (Quran 20:116) 


However, what Harut and Marut did was less evil 
than what Iblis, may Allah curse him, did. Al-Qurtubi 
reported this opinion from `Ali, Ibn Mas “ud, Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Ibn `Umar, Ka’b Al-Ahbar, As-Suddi and Al-Kalbi. Allah 
[SWT] said: (But neither of these two (angels) taught 
anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are for trial, so 














disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).) Abu 
Ja`far Ar-Razi said that ArRabi' bin Anas said that Qays 
bin `Abbad said that Ibn * Abbas said, "When someone 
came to the angels to learn magic, they would discourage 
him and say to him, ‘We are only a test, so do not fall into 
disbelief.’ They had knowledge of what is good and evil 
and what constitutes belief or disbelief, and they thus 
knew that magic is a form of disbelief. 

When the person who came to learn magic still 
insisted on learning it, they commanded him to go to such 
and such place, where if he went, Shaytan (Satan) would 
meet him and teach him magic. When this man would 
learn magic, the light (of faith) would depart him, and he 
would see it shining (and flying away) in the sky. He would 
then proclaim, `O my sorrow! Woe unto me! What should 
Ido.” AlHasan Al-Basri said that this Ayah means, "The 
angels were sent with magic, so that the people whom 


Allah willed would be tried and tested. Allah [SWT] made 
them promise that they would not teach anyone until first 
proclaiming, “We are a test for you, do not fall into 
disbelief." It was recorded by Ibn Abi Hatim. Also, 
Qatadah said, "Allah took their covenant to not teach 
anyone magic until they said, ‘We are a test. Therefore, do 
not fall in disbelief." 

Also, As-Suddi said, "When a man would come to the 
two angels they would advise him, `Do not fall into 
disbelief. We are a test.' When the man would ignore their 
advice, they would say, “Go to that pile of ashes and 
urinate on it.’ When he would urinate on the ashes, a light, 
meaning the light of faith, would depart from him and 
would shine until it entered heaven. Then something black 
that appeared to be smoke would descend and enter his 
ears and the rest of his body, and this is Allah's anger. 
When he told the angels what happened, they would teach 


him magic. So Allah's statement: (But neither of these two 
(angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, 
"We are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic 
from us).) Sunayd said that Hajjaj said that Ibn Jurayj 
commented on this Ayah (2:102), "No one dares practice 
magic except a disbeliever. As for the Fitnah, it involves 
trials and freedom of choice.” The scholars who stated that 
learning magic is disbelief relied on this Ayah for evidence. 
They also mentioned the Hadith that Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar 
recorded from ‘Abdullah, which states: (Whoever came to 
a soothsayer or a sorcerer and believed in what he said, 
will have disbelieved in what Allah revealed to 
Muhammad.) This Hadith has an authentic chain of 
narration and there are other Ahadith which support it. 
Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (And from 
these (angels) people learn that by which they cause 
separation between man and his wife,) This means, "The 


people learned magic from Harut and Marut and indulged 
in evil acts that included separating spouses, even though 
spouses are close to, and intimately associate with each 
other. This is the devil's work." Muslim recorded that 
Jabir bin Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said: 
(Satan erects his throne on water and sends his emissaries 
among the people. The closest person to him is the person 
who causes the most Fitnah. One of them (a devil) would 
come to him and would say, `I kept inciting so-and-so, 
until he said such and such words.’ Iblis says, “No, by 
Allah, you have not done much.’ Another devil would come 
to him and would say, `I kept inciting so-and-so, until I 
separated between him and his wife.’ Satan would draw 
him closer and embrace him, saying, “Yes, you did well.') 
Separation between a man and his wife occurs here 
because each spouse imagines that the other spouse is ugly 
or ill-mannered, etc. 


him magic. So Allah's statement: (But neither of these two 
(angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, 
"We are for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic 
from us).) Sunayd said that Hajjaj said that Ibn Jurayj 
commented on this Ayah (2:102), "No one dares practice 
magic except a disbeliever. As for the Fitnah, it involves 
trials and freedom of choice.” The scholars who stated that 
learning magic is disbelief relied on this Ayah for evidence. 
They also mentioned the Hadith that Abu Bakr Al-Bazzar 
recorded from ‘Abdullah, which states: (Whoever came to 
a soothsayer or a sorcerer and believed in what he said, 
will have disbelieved in what Allah revealed to 
Muhammad.) This Hadith has an authentic chain of 
narration and there are other Ahadith which support it. 
Ibn Kathir explains that Allah’s statement: (And from 
these (angels) people learn that by which they cause 
separation between man and his wife,) This means, "The 


people learned magic from Harut and Marut and indulged 
in evil acts that included separating spouses, even though 
spouses are close to, and intimately associate with each 
other. This is the devil's work." Muslim recorded that 
Jabir bin Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah said: 
(Satan erects his throne on water and sends his emissaries 
among the people. The closest person to him is the person 
who causes the most Fitnah. One of them (a devil) would 
come to him and would say, `I kept inciting so-and-so, 
until he said such and such words.’ Iblis says, “No, by 
Allah, you have not done much.’ Another devil would come 
to him and would say, `I kept inciting so-and-so, until I 
separated between him and his wife.’ Satan would draw 
him closer and embrace him, saying, “Yes, you did well.') 
Separation between a man and his wife occurs here 
because each spouse imagines that the other spouse is ugly 
or ill-mannered, etc. 


Ibn Kathir explain that regarding the statement: (But 
they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's leave), 
Sufyan Ath-Thawri commented, "Except by Allah's 
appointed term." Further, Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that the 
statement: (But they could not thus harm anyone except 
by Allah's leave) means, "Allah allows magicians to 
adversely affect whomever He wills and saves whomever 
He wills from them. Sorcerers never bring harm to anyone 
except by Allah's leave." Allah's statement: (And they learn 
that which harms them and profits them not) means, it 
harms their religion and does not have a benefit compared 
to its harm. (And indeed they knew that the buyers of it 
(magic) would have no (Khalaq) share in the Hereafter.) 
meaning, "The Jews who preferred magic over following 
the Messenger of Allah knew that those who commit the 
same error shall have no Khalaq in the Hereafter." Ibn 
“Abbas, Mujahid and As-Suddi stated that “no Khalaq’ 


means, “no share.’ Allah then said: (And how bad indeed 
was that for which they sold their own selves, if they but 
knew. And if they had believed and guarded themselves 
from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far better would 
have been the reward from their Lord, if they but knew!). 
Allah stated: (And how bad) meaning, what they 
preferred, magic, instead of faith and following the 
Messenger, if they but comprehend the advice. 

Ibn Kathir explains that Allah's statement: (And if 
they had believed and guarded themselves from evil and 
kept their duty to Allah, far better would have been the 
reward from their Lord,) means, "Had they believed in 
Allah and His Messenger and avoided the prohibitions, 
then Allah's reward for these good deeds would have been 
better for them than what they chose and preferred for 
themselves." Similarly, in Surah al-Qasas, the Quran 
confirms: 
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(But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The 
Tnteous goog aeeus and ts none shal attain except As- Sabin (the patent 
in following the truth).") (Quran 28:80). 

The lesson from the story is that magic is for 
real and Allah [SWT] has provided Shaytan 
(Satan) certain powers to harm mankind through 
the magic, especially those who believe in Allah 
[SWT] and His message of truth. To prevent us from 
Shaytan’s plans and mischief, Allah [SWT] has also 
provided us with many verses and azkar that we 
can find in the Quran and Ahadith. We should, 
therefore, be regular in reciting those Azkar to 
avoid getting in the traps of Shaytan’s all satanic 
activities. 





Chapter 21 

STORY OF THE BIRTH OF 
PROPHET ISA (AS) 

In Surah Imran the Quran confirms: 
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(Allah chose Adam, Nuh (Noah), the family of Ibrahim and the family of 
Imran above the nations. Offspring, one of the other, and Allah is All-Hearer, 
All-Knower.) (Quran 3:33-34) 


Allah [SWT] states that He has chosen these 
households over the people of the earth. For instance, 
Allah chose Adam, created him with His Hand and blew 
life into him. Allah [SWT] commanded the angels to 
prostrate before Adam, taught him the names of 
everything and allowed him to dwell in Paradise, but then 











sent him down from it out of His wisdom. Allah [SWT] 
chose Nuh and made him the first Messenger to the people 
of the earth, when the people worshipped idols and 
associated others with Allah [SWT] in worship. Allah 
[SWT] avenged the way Nuh was treated, for he kept 
calling his people day and night, in public and in secret, 
for a very long time. However, his calling them only made 
them shun him more, and this is when Nuh supplicated 
against them. So Allah [SWT] caused them to drown, and 
none among them was saved, except those who followed 
the religion that Allah [SWT] sent to Nuh. Allah [SWT] 
also chose the household of Ibrahim, including the master 
of all mankind, and the Final Prophet, Muhammad. 
(SAW). Allah [SWT] also chose the household of ‘Imran, 
the father of Marym bint “Imran, the mother of “Isa, 
peace be upon them. So “Isa is from the offspring of 
Imran. The Quran further confirms: 
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(Remember) when the wife of ‘Imran said: *O my Lord! I have vowed to 
You what is in my womb to be dedicated for Your services, so accept this from 
me. Verily, You are the All-Hearer, the All-Knowing.” Then when she gave birth 
to her, she said: "O my Lord! I have given birth to a female child, © and Allah 
knew better what she bore, © "And the male is not like the female, and I have 
named her Maryam, and I seek refuge with You for her and for her offspring 
from Shaytan, the outcast.") (Quran 3:35-36) 

















The wife of ‘Imran mentioned here is the mother of 
Maryam, and her name is Hannah bint Faqudh. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq mentioned that Hannah could not 
have children and that one day, she saw a bird feeding its 
chick. She wished she could have children and supplicated 
to Allah to grant her offspring. Allah accepted her 
supplication, and when her husband slept with her, she 
became pregnant. She vowed to make her child 


concentrate on worship and serving Bayt Al-Maqdis (the 
Masjid in Jerusalem), when she became aware that she 
was pregnant. Allah's statement that Maryam's mother 
said, ("...And I seek refuge with You for her and for her 
offspring from Shaytan, the outcast.") means, that she 
sought refuge with Allah from the evil of Shaytan, for her 
and her offspring, i.e., Isa, peace be upon him. Allah 
accepted her supplication, for “Abdur-Razzaq recorded 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah said, 
(Every newly born baby is touched by Shaytan when it is 
born, and the baby starts crying because of this touch, 
except Maryam and her son.) Abu Hurayrah then said, 
"Read if you will, the statement (And I seek refuge with 
You for her and for her offspring from Shaytan, the 
outcast)." The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that *Ikrimah said, "Maryam's 
mother left with Maryam, carrying her in her infant cloth, 


and took her to the rabbis from the offspring of Harun, the 
brother of Musa. They were responsible for taking care of 
Bayt AlMaqdis (the Masjid) at that time, just as there were 
those who took care of the Ka*bah. Maryam's mother said 
to them, ‘Take this child whom I vowed (to serve the 
Masjid), I have set her free, since she is my daughter, for 
no menstruating woman should enter the Masjid, and I 
shall not take her back home.’ They said, “She is the 
daughter of our Imam,’ as “Imran used to lead them in 
prayer, “who took care of our sacrificial rituals.’ Zakariyya 
said, ‘Give her to me, for her maternal aunt is my wife." 
They said, ‘Our hearts cannot bear that you take her, for 
she is the daughter of our Imam.’ So they conducted a 
lottery with the pens with which they wrote the Tawrah, 
and Zakariyya won the lottery and took Maryam into his 
care.. “Ikrimah, As-Suddi, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi* bin Anas, 
and several others said that the rabbis went into the 


Jordan river and conducted a lottery there, deciding to 
throw their pens into the river. The pen that remained 
afloat and idle would indicate that its owner would take 
care of Maryam. When they threw their pens into the 
river, the water took all the pens under, except Zakariyya's 
pen, which remained afloat in its place. Zakariyya was also 
their master, chief, scholar, Imam and Prophet, may 
Allah's peace and blessings be on him and the rest of the 
Prophets. The Quran further confirms: 
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(So her Lord (Allah) accepted her with goodly acceptance. He made her 

grow in a good manner and put her under the care of Zakariyya. Every time he 

entered the Mihrab to (visit) her, he found her supplied with sustenance. He 

said: "O Maryam! From where have you gotten this" She said, "This is fram 

Allah.” Verily, Allah provides sustenance to whom He wills, without limit.) (Quran 
7). 











Allah [SWT] states that He has accepted Maryam as a 


result of her mother's vow and that He, (made her growin 
a good manner) meana, Allah [SWT] made her conduct 
becoming, her mannerism delightful and He made her 
well liked among people. He also made her accompany the 
righteous people, so that she learned righteousness, 
knowledge and religion, (And put her under the care of 
Zakariyya), i.e. Allah [SWT] made Zakariyya her sponsor. 
Allah [SWT] made Zakariyya Maryam's guardian for her 
benefit, so that she would learn from his tremendous 
knowledge and righteous conduct. Zakariyya was the 
husband of her maternal aunt, as Ibn Ishaq and Ibn Jarir 
stated, as mentioned in the Sahih, (I saw Yahya and `Isa, 
who are maternal cousins.) Maryam, therefore, was under 
the care of her maternal aunt. Allah [SWT] then 
emphasizes Maryam's honor and virtue at the place of 
worship she attended, through the state about Zakariyya 
(Every time he entered the Mihrab to (visit) her, he found 


her supplied with sustenance.) Mujahid, “Ikrimah, Sa`id 
bin Jubayr, Abu Ash-Sha ‘tha, Ibrahim An-Nakha`i, Ad- 
Dahhak, Qatadah, Ar-Rabi* bin Anas, `Atiyah Al-*Awfi 
and As-Suddi said, "He would find with her the fruits of 
the summer during winter, and the fruits of the winter 
during summer." When Zakariyya would see this ask 
fromwhere did you get these fruits from. (She said, "This 
is from Allah." Verily, Allah provides sustenance to whom 
He wills, without limit.) 

Zakariyya was a great Prophet from the Prophets of 
the Children of Israel. In Sahih Al-Bukhari, it is recorded} 
that the Prophet (SAW) said: (about Zakariyya that He 
was a carpenter who used to eat from what he earned with 
his own hand through carpentry.) 

With respect to angels visit to Maryam, the Quran 
confirms: 











(And (remember) when the angels said: "O Maryam! Verily, Allah has 
chosen you, purified you, and chosen you above the women of the nations." "O 
Maryam} Submit yourse with obedience (Aqnuti) to your Lord and prostrate 

f, and bow down along with Ar-Raki” in." This is a part of the news of the 
Ghayb (Unseen) which We reveal to you. You were not with them, when they 
cast Jots with their pens as to which of them should be charged with the care of 








Maryam; nor were you with them when they disputed.) (Quran 3:42-44) 





Allah [SWT] states that the angels spoke to Maryam 
by His command and told her that He chose her because 
of her service to Him, because of her modesty, honour, 
innocence, and conviction and because of her virtue over 
the women of the world. At-Tirmidhi recorded that `Ali 
bin Abi Talib said, "I heard the Messenger of Allah say: 
(The best woman (in her time) was Maryam, daughter of 

“Imran, and the best woman (of the Prophet's time) is 


Khadijah (his wife), daughter of 

Khuwaylid.)' The Two Sahihs recorded this Hadith. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Musa Al-Ash ‘ari said that the 
Messenger of Allah said: (Many men achieved perfection, 
but among women, only Maryam the daughter of ‘Imran 
and Asiah, the wife of Fir'awn, achieved perfection.) Ibn 
Kathir mentioned the various chains of narration and 
wordings for this Hadith in the story of “Isa, son of 
Maryam, in his book, AlBidayah wan-Nihayah, all the 
thanks are due to Allah [SWT]. Allah [SWT] states that the 
angels commanded Maryam to increase acts of worship, 
humbleness, submission, prostration, bowing, and so 
forth, so that she would acquire what Allah [SWT] had 
decreed for her, as a test for her. Yet, this test also earned 
her a higher grade in this life and the Hereafter, for Allah 
[SWT] demonstrated His might by creating a son inside 
her without male intervention. The Quran further 
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(Remember) when the angels said: "O Maryam! Verily, Allah gives you the 
glad tidings of a Word from Him, his name will be Al-Masih, ‘Isa, the son of 
‘Maryam, held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter, and he will be one of 
those who are near to Allah." "He will speak to the people, in the cradle and in 
manhood, and he will be one of the righteous.” She said: "O my Lord! How shall 
I have a son when no man has touched me." He said: “So (it will be) for Allah 
creates what He wills. When He has decreed something, He says to it only: ` Be! 

‘and it is.") (Quran 3:45-47) 

This Ayah contains the glad tidings the angels 
brought to Maryam that she would give birth to a mighty 
son who will have a great future. Allah’s statement 
((Remember) when the angels said: "O Maryam! Verily, 
Allah gives you the glad tidings of a Word from Him,) a 
son who will come into existence with a word from Allah, 


`Be', and he was. This is the meaning of Allah's statement 
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(Then the angels called him, while he was standing in prayer in the Mihrab, 
(Saying): "Alah gives you glad tidings of Yahya, believing in the Ward from Alah, 
land Sayidan, and Hasuran, a Prophet, from among the righteous.” (Quran 3:39) 


In Surah Maryam, the Quran continues; 











(16. And mention in the Book, Maryam, when she withdrew in seclusion from her 
family to place facing east.) (17. She placed a screen before them; then We sent 
to her Our Ruh, and he appeared before her in the form of a man in all 
respects.) (18. She said: "Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious (Alah) 
from you, if you do fear Allah.") (Quran 19:16-18); 


After Allah [SWT] mentioned the story of Zakariyya, 
and that He blessed him with a righteous, purified and 
blessed child even in his old age while his wife was barren, 
He then mentions the story of Maryam. Allah [SWT] 
informs of His granting her a child named “Isa without a 











father being involved (in her pregnancy). Between these 
two stories there is an appropriate and similar 
relationship. Due to their closeness in meaning, Allah 
JSWT] mentioned them here together, as well as in Surahs 
Al -Imran and Al-Anbiya’. Allah has mentioned these 
stories to show His servants His ability, the might of His 
authority and that He has power over all things. 

Allah's statement: (And mention in the Book, 
Maryam,) means she was Maryam bint “Imran from the 
family lineage of Dawud. She was from a good and 
wholesome family of the Children of Israel. Allah 
mentioned the story of her mother's pregnancy with her in 
Surah Al ‘Imran, and that she (Maryam's mother) 
dedicated her freely for the service of Allah. This meant 
that she dedicated the child (Maryam) to the service of the 
Masjid of the Sacred House (in Jerusalem). Thus, they 
(Zakariyya, Maryam's mother and Maryam) were similar 


in that aspect. 
Thus, Maryam was raised among the Children of 
Israel in an honorable way. She was one of the female 
worshippers, well-known for her remarkable acts of 
worship, devotion and perseverance. She lived under the 
care of her brother-inlaw, Zakariyya, who was a Prophet of 
the Children of Israel at that time. He was a great man 
among them, whom they would refer to in their religious 
matters. Zakariyya saw astonishing miracles occur from 
her that amazed him. 
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(Every time Zakaiyya entered the Mihrab to (vist) her, he found her supplied 
with sustenance. He said: "O Maryam! From where have you got ths” She said, 
"This is from Alah.” Verily, Allah provides to whom He wil, without limit.) 
(Quran 3:37) 


It has been mentioned that he would find her with 
winter fruit during the summer and summer fruit during 











the winter. Then, when Allah [SWT]wanted to grant her 
His servant and Messenger, Isa (AS), one of the five Great 
Messengers. The statement: (she withdrew in seclusion 
from her family to place facing east) (19:16). This means 
that she withdrew from them and secluded herself from 
them. She went to the eastern side of the Sacred Masjid (in 
Jerusalem). It is reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, 
"Verily, I am the most knowledgeable of Allah's creation of 
why the Christians took the east as the direction of 
devotional worship. They did because of Allah's statement, 
(When she withdrew in seclusion from her family to a 
place facing east.) Therefore, they took the birthplace of 
“Isa as their direction of worship." Concerning Allah's 
statement: (She placed a screen before them;) this means 
that she hid herself from them and concealed herself. 
Then, Allah [SWT] sent Jibril to her: (and he appeared 
before her in the form of a man in all respects.) (19:17) 


This means that he came to her in the form of a perfect 
and complete man. 

Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, Ibn Jurayj, Wahb bin 
Munabbih and As-Suddi all commented on Allah's 
statement: (then We sent to her Our Ruh,) "It means 
Jibril." The statement: (She said: "Verily, I seek refuge 
with the Most Gracious from you, if you do fear Allah") 
means that when the angel (Jibril) appeared to her in the 
form of a man, while she was in a place secluded by herself 
with a partition between her and her people, she was 
afraid of him and thought that he wanted to rape her. 
Therefore, she said: (Verily, I seek refuge with the Most 
Gracious from you, if you do fear Allah.) She meant, "If 
you fear Allah," as a means of reminding him of Allah. 
This is what is legislated in defense against (evil), so that it 
may be repulsed with ease. Therefore, the first thing she 
did was try to make him fear Allah, the Mighty and 


Sublime. 
In Surah h Maryan The Quran continues: 
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(19. (The angel) said: "I am only a messenger from your Lord, (to announce) to 
you the git of a righteous son.") (20. She said: "How can I have a son when no 
man has touched me, nor am 1 Baghiyya”) (21. He said: "Thus says your Lord: 

‘That is easy for Me (Alah). And (We wish) to appoint him as a sign to mankind 
and a mercy from Us (Alah), and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Aliah)."") 
(22. So she conceived him, and she withdrew with him to a remote place.) (23. 
And the pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a date palm. She said: 
"Would that I had died before this, and had been forgotten and out of sight!") 
(Quran 19:19-23) 


Ibn Jarir reported from ‘Asim that Abu Wa'il said 
when mentioning the story of Maryam, "She knew that the 
pious person would refrain (from committing evil) when 
she said: (Verily, I seek refuge with the Most Gracious 
from you, if you do fear Allah." He said: "I am only a 











messenger from your Lord...") This means that the angel 
said to her in response, and in order to remove the fear 
that she felt within herself, "I am not what you think, but I 
am the messenger of your Lord." By this he meant, "Allah 
has sent me to you." It is said that when she mentioned 
the (Name of the) Most Beneficent (Ar-Rahman), Jibril 
fell apart and returned to his true form (as an angel). He 
responded, `I am only a messenger from your Lord, to 
provide to you the gift of a righteous son. The statement: 
(She said: "How can I have a son...") means that Maryam 
was amazed at this. She said, "How can I have a son" She 
said this to mean, "In what way would a son be born to me 
when I do not have a husband and I do not commit any 
wicked acts (i.e. fornication)" For this reason she said: 
(when no man has touched me, nor am I Baghiyya). The 
Baghiyy is a female fornicator. For this reason, a Hadith 
has been reported prohibiting the money earned from 


Baghiyy. 

The statement:(He said: "Thus said your Lord: “That 
is easy for Me (Allah)...") means that the angel said to her 
in response to her question, "Verily, Allah has said that a 
boy will be born from you even though you do not have a 
husband and you have not committed any lewdness. 
Verily, He is Most Able to do whatever He wills." Due to 
this, he (Jibril) conveyed Allah's Words:(And (We wish) to 
appoint him as a sign to mankind) This means a proof and 
a sign for mankind of the power of their Maker and 
Creator, Who diversified them in their creation. He 
created their father, Adam, without a male (father) or 
female (mother). Then, He created Hawwa' (Adam's 
spouse) from a male (father) without a female (mother). 
Then, He created the rest of their progeny from male and 
female, except “Isa. He caused “Isa to be born from a 
female without a male. Thus, Allah completed the four 


types of creation (of the human being), which proves the 
perfection of His power and the magnificence of His 
authority. There is no god worthy of worship except Him 
and there is no true Lord other than Him. Concerning 
Allah's statement: (and a mercy from Us,) This means, 
"We will make this boy a mercy from Allah and a Prophet 
from among the Prophets. He will call to the worship of 
Allah and monotheistic belief in Him. This is as Allah 
SWT] said in another Ayah, 
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((Rememter) when the angels said: "O Maryam! Verily, Allah gives you the good 
news of a Word from Him, his name will be Al-Masih, “Isa, the son of Maryam, 
held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter, and will be one of those who are 
near to Allah. And he will speak to the peopl, in the cradle and in manhood, and 
he will be one of the righteous.) (Quran 3:45-46) 


This means that he will call to the worship of his Lord 
in his cradle and while and adult. Concerning His 











statement: (and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah)) 
is the completion of Jibril's dialogue with Maryam. He 
informed her that this matter was preordained by Allah's 
power and will. Muhammad bin Ishaq said: The 
statement: (and it is a matter (already) decreed (by Allah)) 
"means that Allah [SWT] determined to do this, so there is 
no avoiding it." 

Allah [SWT] informs about Maryam that when Jibril 
had spoken to her about what Allah said, she accepted the 
decree of Allah. Many scholars of the predecessors (Salaf) 
have mentioned that at this point the angel (who was 
Jibril) blew into the opening of the garment that she was 
wearing. Then the breath descended until it entered into 
her vagina and she conceived the child by the leave of 
Allah. Muhammad bin Ishaq said, "When she conceived 
him and filled her water jug (at a well), she returned (to 
her people). After this, her menstrual bleeding ceased and 


she experienced what the pregnant woman experiences of 
sickness, hunger, change of color and there was even a 
change in the manner of her speech. After this, no people 
came to visit any house like they did the house of 
Zakariyya. The word spread among the Children of Israel 
and the people were saying, ‘Verily, her partner (in 
fornication) was Yusuf, because there was no one else in 
the temple with her except him.’ So she hid herself from 
the people and placed a veil between herself and them. 

No one saw her and she did not see anyone else." The 
statement: (and the pains of childbirth drove her to the 
trunk of a date palm) means that her pains of labor 
compelled her to go to the trunk of a date-palm tree that 
was at the place where she had secluded herself. In a 
narration from Wahb, he said, "This took place eight miles 
from the Sacred House of Jerusalem in a village that was 
known as Bayt Al-Lahm (Bethlehem). The Christians have 


no doubt held that the place of this occurrence was 
Bethlehem and this is what all the people relate. Allah 
knows best. 

The statement: (She said: "Would that I had died 
before this, and had been forgotten and out of sight!") is 
an evidence of the permissibility to wish for death when a 
calamity strikes. She knew that she was going to be tested 
with the birth, the people would not assist her, and they 
would not believe her story. After she was known as a 
devout worshipper among them, they now thought that 
she had become a fornicating whore. The statement: She 
said: (Would that I had died before this,) She said this to 
mean before this situation: (and I had been forgotten and 
out of sight!) This means, "I wish I had not been created 
and I was nothing." This was mentioned by Ibn ‘Abbas. 
Qatadah said: (and I had been forgotten and out of sight!) 
"This means something unknown, forgotten and no one 


knew who I was." In Surah maryam, the Quran continues 
the story in the following Ayat: 
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(Then he cried unto her from below her, saying: "Grieve not: your Lord has 
provided a Sariy under you." "And shake the trunk of date palm towards you, i 
Wil Jet fall fresh ripe dates upon you." "So eat and drink and rejoice. And if you 
see any human being, say: ' Verily, 1 have vowed a fast for the Most Gracious so 
I shall not speak to any human being today.") (Quran 19:24-26) 








Ibn Kathir explains that the Statement: (Who was 


below her) Means the one who was below her called to her. 


Others recited it as: (from below her) with the meaning of 
a preposition (from) instead of a pronoun (who). The 
scholars of Tafsir have differed over the interpretation of 
who was calling out. Al-* Awfi and others reported from 
Ibn * Abbas that he said, the statement: (Then cried unto 
her from below her,) "is referring to Jibrilbecause “Isa did 


not speak until she brought him to her people.” Similarly, 
Sa`id bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, “Amr bin Maymun, As- 
Suddi and Qatadah all said, "Verily, this is referring to the 
angel Jibril." This means that he (Jibril) called out to her 
from the bottom of the valley. Mujahid said, the 
statement: (Then cried unto her from below her,) "is 
referring to ‘Isa bin Maryam." Likewise, “Abdur-Razzaq 
reported from Ma‘ mar that Qatadah said that Al-Hasan 
said, "This is referring to her son (`Isa)." 

This is also one of the two opinions reported from 
Sa ‘id bin Jubayr -- that it was her son, “Isa, speaking. 
Sa ‘id said, "Have you not heard Allah saying: (Then she 
pointed to him.) Ibn Zayd and Ibn Jarir preferred this 
opinion in his Tafsir. Allah said: (Grieve not:) He called to 
her saying, "Do not grieve.” The statement: (your Lord has 
provided a Sariy under you.) Sufyan Ath-Thawri and 
Shu ‘bah reported from Abu Ishaq that Al-Bara' bin `Azib 


said, the statement: (your Lord has provided a Sariy under 
you.) "This means a small stream.” Likewise, `Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn “Abbas said, "Sariy means a 
river." “Amr bin Maymun held the same view, as he said, 
"It means a river for her to drink from." Mujahid said, "It 
means river in the Syrian language.” Sa ‘id bin Jubayr 
said, "Sariy is a small flowing river." Others said that Sariy 
refers to ‘Isa. This was said by AlHasan, Ar-Rabi* bin 
Anas, Muhammad bin `Abbad bin Ja “far, and it is one of 
the two opinions reported from Qatadah. It is also the 
view of ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. However, 
the first view seems to be the most obvious meaning. 

For this reason, Allah said after it: (And shake the 
trunk of date palm towards you,) meaning, "Grab the 


trunk of the date-palm tree and shake it towards yourself." 


Therefore, Allah blessed her by giving her food and drink. 
Then He said: (It will let fall fresh ripe dates upon you. So 


eat and drink and rejoice.) Meaning to be happy. This is 
why “Amr bin Maymun said, "Nothing is better for the 
woman confined in childbed than dried dates and fresh 
dates.” Then he recited this noble Ayah. Concerning 
Allah's statement: (And if you see any human being,) This 
means any person that you see, the statement: (Say: 
“Verily, I have vowed a fast unto the Most Gracious 
(Allah) so I shall not speak to any human being today.') 
Meaning, by signaling with gestures, not a statement by 
speech. This is so that she does not negate her oath itself, 
the statement: (so I shall not speak to any human being 
today). Anas bin Malik commented on: (I have vowed a 
fast unto the Most Gracious) He said; "A vow of silence." 
Likewise Ibn “Abbas and Ad-Dahhak said. 

The meaning here is that in their Law, when fasting, it 
was forbidden for them to eat and speak. As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and *Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd have all stated this 


view. “Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd said, "When “Isa said to 
Maryam: (Grieve not) She said, ‘How can I not grieve 
when you are with me and I have no husband nor am I an 
owned slave woman What excuse do I have with the 
people Woe unto me, if I had only died before this, and 
had been a thing forgotten and unknown.’ Then, “Isa said 
to her, `I will suffice you with a statement: (And if you see 
any human being, say: *Verily, I have vowed a fast unto 
the Most Gracious so I shall not speak to any human being 
this day.')' All of this is from the speech of `Isa to his 
mother." Wahb said the same as well. The Quran 
continues the story in the following Ayat: 
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(Then she brought him to her people, carrying him. They said: "O Mary! 
Indeed you have brought a thing Fariy.""°O sister of Harun! Your father was not 
a man who used to commit adultery, nor your mother was an unchaste woman." 
Then she pointed to him. They said: "How can we talk to one who is a child in 
the cradle” He said: "Verily, 1 am a servant of Allah, He has given me the 
Scripture and made me a Prophet; "And He has made me blessed wherever 1 
be, and has enjoined on me Awsani:. Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.” "And 
to be dutiful to my mother, and made me not arrogant, unblessed." “And Salam 
(peace) be upon me the day I was born, and the day 1 dle, and the day I shall 
be raised alive!") (Quran 19:27-33) 


Allah [SWT] informs of Maryam's situation when she 
was commanded to fast that day and not to speak to any 
human being. For verily, her affair would be taken care of 
and her proof would be established. Thus, she accepted 
the command of Allah [SWT] and she readily received His 
decree. She took her child and brought him to her people, 

















carrying him. When they saw her like this they made a big 
deal about her situation and they sternly protested against 
of it, and the statement: (They said: "O Mary! Indeed you 
have brought a thing Fariy.") Fariy means a mighty thing. 
This was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. 
Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Nawf Al-Bikali that he said, 
"Her people went out searching for her, she was from a 
family that was blessed with prophethood and nobility. 
However, they could not find any trace of her. They came 
across a cow herder and they asked him, ‘Have you seen a 
girl whose description is such and such’ He replied, “No, 
but tonight I saw my cows doing something that I've never 
seen them do before.’ They asked, ‘What did you see’ He 
said, ‘Tonight I saw them prostrating in the direction of 
that valley." ‘Abdullah bin Ziyad said (adding to the 
narration), "I memorized from Sayyar that he (the cattle 
herder) said, `I saw a radiant light.’ " So they went 


towards the direction that he told him, and Maryam was 
coming towards them from that direction. When she saw 
them she sat down and she was holding her child in her 
lap. They came towards her until they were standing over 
her. 

The statement: (They said: "O Mary! Indeed you have 
brought a mighty thing (Fariy).") This means it was a 
mighty thing that she had brought: (O sister of Harun!) 
This means, "O one resembling Harun (Aaron) in 
worship." The statement: (Your father was not a man who 
used to commit adultery, nor your mother was an 
unchaste woman.) They meant, "You are from a good, 
pure family, well-known for its righteousness, worship and 
abstinence from worldy indulgence. How could you do 
such a thing” `Ali bin Abi Talhah and As-Suddi both said, 
"It was said to her: (O sister of Harun!) referring to the 
brother of Musa, because she was of his descendants. This 


carrying him. When they saw her like this they made a big 
deal about her situation and they sternly protested against 
of it, and the statement: (They said: "O Mary! Indeed you 
have brought a thing Fariy.") Fariy means a mighty thing. 
This was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others. 
Ibn Abi Hatim reported from Nawf Al-Bikali that he said, 
"Her people went out searching for her, she was from a 
family that was blessed with prophethood and nobility. 
However, they could not find any trace of her. They came 
across a cow herder and they asked him, ‘Have you seen a 
girl whose description is such and such’ He replied, “No, 
but tonight I saw my cows doing something that I've never 
seen them do before.’ They asked, ‘What did you see’ He 
said, ‘Tonight I saw them prostrating in the direction of 
that valley." ‘Abdullah bin Ziyad said (adding to the 
narration), "I memorized from Sayyar that he (the cattle 
herder) said, `I saw a radiant light.’ " So they went 


towards the direction that he told him, and Maryam was 
coming towards them from that direction. When she saw 
them she sat down and she was holding her child in her 
lap. They came towards her until they were standing over 
her. 

The statement: (They said: "O Mary! Indeed you have 
brought a mighty thing (Fariy).") This means it was a 
mighty thing that she had brought: (O sister of Harun!) 
This means, "O one resembling Harun (Aaron) in 
worship." The statement: (Your father was not a man who 
used to commit adultery, nor your mother was an 
unchaste woman.) They meant, "You are from a good, 
pure family, well-known for its righteousness, worship and 
abstinence from worldy indulgence. How could you do 
such a thing” `Ali bin Abi Talhah and As-Suddi both said, 
"It was said to her: (O sister of Harun!) referring to the 
brother of Musa, because she was of his descendants. This 


is similar to the saying, `O brother of Tamim,’ to one who 
is from the Tamimi tribe, and `O brother of Mudar,' to one 
who is from the Mudari tribe. It has also been said that she 
was related to a righteous man among them whose name 
was Harun and she was comparable to him in her 
abstinence and worship. 

Concerning Allah's statement: (Then she pointed to 
him. They said: "How can we talk to one who is a child in 
the cradle"), this is what took place while they were in 
doubt about her situation, condeming her circumstances, 
saying what they wanted to say. At that time they were 
slandering her and falsely accusing her of a horrendous 
act. On that day she was fasting and keeping silent. 
Therefore, she referred all speech to him (the child) and 
she directed them to his address and speech to them. They 
scoffed at her because they thought that she was mocking 
at them and playing with them. They said: (How can we 


talk to one who is a child in the cradle) Maymun bin 
Mahran said:(Then she pointed to him) means "She 
indicated, ‘Speak to him.’ They then said, “After she has 
come to us with this calamity, she now commands us to 
speak to one who is a child in the cradle!"" AsSuddi said, 
"When she pointed to him they became angry and said, 
“Her mocking us, to the extent of commanding us to speak 
to this child, is worse to us than her fornication.’ " 
Cnoncerning the statement (They said: "How can we 
talk to one who is a child in the cradle") this means, "How 
can someone speak who is in his cradle, in the state of 
infancy and a child" “Isa (AS) said: (Verily, I am a servant 
of Allah,) meaning the first thing that he said was a 
declaration of the lofty honor of his Lord and His being 
free of having a child. Also, he affirmed that he himself 
was a worshipper of his Lord. The statement:: (He has 
given me the Scripture and made me a Prophet) meaning 


this was a declaration of innocence for his mother from 
the immorality that was attributed to her. Nawf Al-Bikali 
said, "When they said what they said to his mother, he 
(Isa) was nursing from her breast. At their statement he 
released the breast from his mouth and reclined on his left 
saying: (Verily, I am a servant of Allah, He has given me 
the Scripture and made me a Prophet.) And he continued 
speaking until he said: (as long as I live.)" 

Concerning his statement: (And He has made me 
blessed wherever I be,) Mujahid, “Amr bin Qays and Ath- 
Thawri all said that this means, "And He made mea 
teacher of goodness." In another narration from Mujahid, 
he said, "A person of great benefit." Ibn Jarir reported 
from Wuhayb bin Al-Ward, a freed slave of the Bani 
Makhzum tribe, that he said, "A scholar met another 
scholar who had more knowledge than himself. So he said 
to him, ‘May Allah have mercy upon you, what acts of 


mine should I perform openly’ The other replied, 
‘Commanding good and forbidding evil, for verily, it is the 
religion of Allah, which He sent His Prophets with to His 
servants.’ The scholars have indeed agreed upon the 
statement of Allah: (And He has made me blessed 
wherever I be,) Then it was said, “What was his blessing’ 
He (Wuhayb) replied, ‘Commanding good and forbidding 
evil wherever he was.’ " His saying: (and He has enjoined 
on me}Awsanif Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.) Abdur- 
Rahman bin Al-Qasim reported from Malik bin Anas that 
he commented on Allah's statement: (and He has enjoined 
on me}Awsanif Salah and Zakah, as long as I live.) He said, 
"Allah informed him of what would be of his affair until 
his death. This is the firmest evidence against the people 
who deny Allah's preordained decree." Concerning Allah's 
statement: (And to be dutiful to my mother,) this means, 
"He (Allah) has commanded me to treat my mother well." 


He mentioned this after mentioning obedience to his Lord, 
Allah. This is because Allah often combines the command 
to worship Him with obedience to the parents. This is 
similar to Allah's statements. 
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(And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be 
dutiful to your parents.) (Quran 17:23) 


And He, the Exalted, said, 
Komal Wi, JS tp 
(Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final destination.) 
uran 31:14) 

Concerning his statement: (and He made me not 
arrogant, unblessed), this means, "He (Allah) has not 
made me too proud or arrogant to worship Him, obey Him 
and be dutiful to my mother, and thus be unblessed.” 
Concerning Allah's statement: (And Salam (peace) be 
upon me the day I was born, and the day I die, and the day 








I shall be raised alive), this is his affirmation that “he isa 
worshipper of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime, and that he 
is a creature created by Allah. He (`Isa) will live, die and 
be resurrected, just like the other creatures that Allah has 
created. However, he will have peace in these situations, 
which are the most difficult situations for Allah's 
creatures.’ May Allah's peace and blessings be upon him. 

It is clear from the birth of Isa (AS) mentioned before 
that Isa (AS) first and foremost miracle, was his mother’s 
pregnancy and the way in which he was conceived, merely 
by the breath and blow of an angel, without the 
intervention of a man. His birth was a sign for the people, 
from the Lord, and significant evidence of his being a 
prophet. His mother, Maryam, was confused as to how she 
could become pregnant and the Lord’s answer to her 
query was satisfactory, as well as all the other signs shown 
to her. 


Chapter 22 

STORY OF JEWS PLOT TO KILL 
ISA (AS), BUT HE WAS 
ASCENDED TO HEAVEN, 
AWAITING SECOND COMING 


Allah [SWT] states that the Children of Israel tried to 
kill “Isa by conspiring to defame him and crucify him. 
They complained about him to the king who was a 
disbeliever. They claimed that ‘Isa was a man who 
misguided people, discouraged them from obeying the 
king, caused division, and separated between man and his 
own son. They also said other lies about “Isa, which they 
will carry on their necks, including accusing him of being 


an illegitimate son. The king became furious and sent his 
men to capture “Isa to torture and crucify him. When they 
surrounded `Isa's home and he thought that they would 
surely capture him, Allah [SWT] saved him from them, 
raising him up from the house to heaven. Allah [SWT] put 
the image of “Isa on a man who was in the house; when 
the unjust people went in the house while it was still dark, 
they thought that he was “Isa. They captured that man, 
humiliated and crucified him. They also placed thorns on 
his head. However, Allah [SWT] deceived these people. He 
saved and raised His Prophet from them, leaving them in 
disarray in the darkness of their transgression, thinking 
that they had successfully achieved their goal. Allah [SWT] 
made their hearts hard, and defiant of the truth, 
disgracing them in such disgrace that it will remain with 
them until the Day of Resurrection. This is why Allah’s 
statement (And they plotted, and Allah planned too. And 


Allah is the Best of those who plot.) The Quran further 
confirms: 
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f: "O "Isa! 1 will take you and raise you to 
Myself and purify (save) you from those who disbelieve, and I will make those 
Who follow you superior to those who disbelieve till the Day of Resurrection. 
Then you will return to Me and I will judge between you in the matters in which 
you used to dispute." "As to those who disbelieve, I will punish them with severe 
torment in this world and in the Hereafter, and they will have no helpers." And 
as for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, Allah will pay them their 
reward in full. And Allah does not like the wrongdoers. This is what We recite to 
u of the verses and the Wise Reminder.) (Quran 3:55-58) 


The statement (And because of their disbelief and 
allegations against Maryam and because of their saying 
"We killed Al-Masih ‘Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger 
of Allah,- but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it 














appeared that way to them), as Quran furtherconfirms: 
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(And because of their disbelief and uttering against Maryam a grave fase 
charge. And because of their saying, "We killed Al-Masih ‘Isa, son of Maryam, 
the Messenger of Allah," but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it 
appeared as that to them, and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They 
have no (certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely; 
they killed him not.) (158. But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is 
Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise. And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but 


‘must believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of Resurrection, he will be 
a witness against them.) (Quran 4:156-159) 


`Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn “Abbas stated that 
the Jews accused Maryam of fornication.This is also the 
saying of As-Suddi, Juwaybir, Muhammad bin Ishaq and 
several others. This meaning is also apparent in the Ayah, 
as the Jews accused Maryam and her son of grave 

















accusations: They accused her of fornication and claimed 
that “Isa was an illegitimate son. Some of them even 
claimed that she was menstruating while fornicating. The 
Jews also said as confirmed in Quran, ("We killed Al- 
Masih, “Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,") 
meaning, we killed the person who claimed to be the 
Messenger of Allah. The Jews only uttered these words in 
jest and mockery, just as the polytheists said, as Quran 
confirms :(O you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been 
sent down! Verily, you are a mad man!) When Allah sent 
“Isa with proofs and guidance, the Jews, envied him 
because of his prophethood and obvious miracles; curing 
the blind and leprous and bringing the dead back to life, 
by Allah's leave. He also used to make the shape of a bird 
from clay and blow in it, and it became a bird by Allah's 
leave and flew. ‘Isa performed other miracles that Allah 
honored him with, yet the Jews defied and bellied him and 


tried their best to harm him. 

Allah's Prophet “Isa could not live in any one city for 
long and he had to travel often with his mother, peace be 
upon them. Even so, the Jews were not satisfied, and they 
went to the king of Damascus at that time, a Greek 
polytheist who worshipped the stars. They told him that 
there was a man in Bayt Al-Maqdis misguiding and 
dividing the people in Jerusalem and stirring unrest 
among the king's subjects. The king became angry and 
wrote to his deputy in Jerusalem to arrest the rebel leader, 
stop him from causing unrest, crucify him and make him 
wear a crown of thorns. When the king's deputy in 
Jerusalem received these orders, he went with some Jews 
to the house that “Isa was residing in, and he was then 
with twelve, thirteen or seventeen of his companions. That 
day was a Friday, in the evening. They surrounded “Isa in 
the house, and when he felt that they would soon enter the 


house or that he would sooner or later have to leave it , he 
said to his companions, "Who volunteers to be made to 
look like me, for which he will be my companion in 
Paradise” A young man volunteered, but “Isa thought that 
he was too young. He asked the question a second and 
third time, each time the young man volunteering, 
prompting ‘Isa to say, "Well then, you will be that man.” 
Allah [SWT] made the young man look exactly like ‘Isa, 
while a hole opened in the roof of the house, and “Isa was 
made to sleep and ascended to heaven while asleep. 

Allah [SWT] said, (And (remember) when Allah said: 
"O “Isa! I will take you and raise you to Myself.") When 
“Isa ascended, those who were in the house came out. 
When those surrounding the house saw the man who 
looked like ‘Isa, they thought that he was “Isa. So they 
took him at night, crucified him and placed a crown of 
thorns on his head. The Jews then boasted that they killed 


“Isa and some Christians accepted their false claim, due to 
their ignorance and lack of reason. As for those who were 
in the house with “Isa, they witnessed his ascension to 
heaven, while the rest thought that the Jews killed “Isa by 
crucifixion. They even said that Maryam sat under the 
corpse of the crucified man and cried, and they say that 
the dead man spoke to her. All this was a test from Allah 
for His servants out of His wisdom. Allah explained this 
matter in the Glorious Qur'an which He sent to His 
honorable Messenger, whom He supported with miracles 
and clear, unequivocal evidence. Allah is the Most 
Truthful, and He is the Lord of the worlds Who knows the 
secrets, what the hearts conceal, the hidden matters in 
heaven and earth, what has occurred, what will occur, and 
what would occur if it was decreed. 

He said, (but they killed him not, nor crucified him, 
but it appeared as that to them,) referring to the person 


whom the Jews thought was “Isa. This is why Allah said 
afterwards, (and those who differ therein are full of 
doubts. They have no (certain) knowledge, they follow 
nothing but conjecture.) referring to the Jews who claimed 
to kill “Isa and the ignorant Christians who believed them. 
Indeed they are all in confusion, misguidance and 
bewilderment. This is why Allah said, (For surely; they 
killed him not.) meaning they are not sure that ‘Isa was 
the one whom they killed. Rather, they are in doubt and 
confusion over this matter. (But Allah raised him up unto 
Himself. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful,) meaning, He is 
the Almighty, and He is never weak, nor will those who 
seek refuge in Him ever be subjected to disgrace. Allah 
[SWT] in all that decides and ordains for His creatures. 
Indeed, Allah's is the clearest wisdom, unequivocal 
proof and the most glorious authority. Ibn Abi Hatim 
recorded that Ibn “Abbas added, that some of `Isa's 


followers disbelieved in him twelve times after they had 
believed in him. They then divided into three groups. One 
group, Al-Ya* qubiyyah (Jacobites), said, “Allah remained 
with us as long as He willed and then ascended to heaven.’ 
Another group, An-Nasturiyyah (Nestorians), said, ‘The 
son of Allah was with us as long as he willed and Allah 
took him to heaven.’ Another group, Muslims, said, “The 
servant and Messenger of Allah remained with us as long 
as Allah willed, and Allah then took him to Him.’ The two 
disbelieving groups cooperated against the Muslim group 
and they killed them. Ever since that happened, Islam was 
then veiled until Allah sent Muhammad ." This statement 
has an authentic chain of narration leading to Ibn ‘Abbas, 
and An-Nasa'i narrated it through Abu Kurayb who 
reported it from Abu Mu’awiyah. 
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